
A riot of color in this great new plug door fleet from the Athearn Shops $3.25 kit 
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Superior foundry Products 
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5271 HAMM'S BEER, blue & white (4 color) 


5277 EVANS EELX, blue with white, yellow 


ireen 


5272 EVERGREEN, green with white 


5278 RF&P, blue with silver, red 


5274 DRESSER-MAGCOBAR, red & white with blue 


5282 JOHNSON WAX, red, white, blue 


5275 ABBOTTS LABS, red, yellow, with white 


5283 BORG-WARNER, white with red, black 


5276 VOLCLAY, light blue, white, black 5284 NESTLE, blue & white with red 

At !’u ea ^ n .'*!! /,0dern 50 Billboard Series cars come with fully painted and lettered car bodies, beautifully detailed. Each kit comes 
with NMRA type couplers, roller bearing style trucks, underframe, brakewheel, screws, special weight, and easy to follow ex¬ 
ploded instruction sheet. SEE YOUR DEALER NOW for the full series. 


VISIT YOUR DEALER TODAY 
AND SEE THE 
ENTIRE ATHEARN LINE 
OF LOCOS AND CARS 
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5281 ROHM & HAAS, black with white, red 



19010 LAUREL PARK RD 


COMPTON, CA 90222 






























march 1982 


volume 50/number 10 


I Railroad I 
Model 


HAROLD H. CARSTENS 

editor and publisher 

WILLIAM C. SCHAUMBURG 

managing editor 

James A. Boyd 

associate editor 

James E. Ankrom 

associate editor 

Christopher P. D’Amato 

associate editor 

Robert E. Mohowski 

projects editor 

Wayne M. Daniels 

advertising production manager 

Judy D. Lovas 

office manager and bookkeeper 

Phyllis M. Carstens 

assistant to the publisher 


special features 

54 Perspective: Out of their time/William C Schaumburg 
Traction at generating stations 

60 Silver Palace Lines/Charles Hepperle 
A look at Bill Topham's layout 

85 Boomer Trail/Northeast Region Convention layouts 

modeling 

58 SWAT/6/Don Fiehmann 

How to build a switching throttle for SWAC/2 

72 Modeling track/George Sellios 

Flexible track weathering and ballasting 

77 Sugar tank car/Wayne Wesolowski 

A scratchbuilt tank car that was used by the food industry 

80 RMC/Dremel Kitbashing Award: Logging caboose or skid shack/G Landow 
An HO project using Athearn shells 

82 Switch machine installation for spline roadbed/John Glaab 
Tips for using this type of roadbed 

88 Bridging Galt’s Gap—Part lll/AI Westerfield 
Final assembly is explained 


Editorial secretary: Carol Sterck 
Circulation manager: Linda Headley 
Circulation: Jeanne Sipley, Marion Hopper, 
Robin Carr 

Advertising production: David Case, 
Deborah Koch, Mary Ann lengle 
Reader service: Catherine Streeter 
Dealer service: Judith E. Koester 

Computer services: Theresa Davis 
Bookkeeping and billing: Joann McMickle 
Shipping: Gary Gilbert, Steve Allen 



prototype 

56 Hudson River memories/Richard Stoving 
Reflections of the New York Central main line 

63 Hard Coal Part I/Chuck Yungkurth 
A study of the anthracite industry 

69 Great Northern fire car/Julian Cavalier 

departments 

5 Notes on an Old Timetable—Editorial/Harold Carstens 
8 Safety Valve—Letters from our readers 
20 Dispatchers Report—Product and industry news 
30 Railbooks—Book and recording news and reviews 
38 RMC Timetable—Scheduled events and organizational notices 
48 Trouble Shooting—Questions and answers/Christopher P. D'Amato 
96 Test Track—Product reviews 

117 Tips and Techniques—Modeling methods and ideas/James E, Ankrom 
122 Observations—Why Whyte? amplification/Charles Buccola and John Campbell 

124 Collector Consist—A Hafner surprise/Keith Wills 

125 Editors Notebook—CommentaryA/Villiam C, Schaumburg 

128 Classified Advertising—Commercial listings 
130 Exchange Place—Non-commercial listings 
130 Dealer Directory—Recommended hobby retailers 
137 Advertising Index—Where to find it this month in RMC 


cover 



A U25B stops at the crossing beside McCarthy's Tavern and the engineer shouts a greet¬ 
ing to a friend who is relaxing. The scene is from Bill Kennedy's layout, on tour at the NER 
Spring Convention. 
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editorial/HAROLD H. CARSTENS 


Susquehanna 

Northern 


H aving gotten the first half of the Susque¬ 
hanna Northern’s tablework up some 
time ago, further construction ground to a 
halt following a flu attack. I surprised even 
myself recently when I ordered the necessary 
lumber to complete the tablework, remem¬ 
bering that the spruce 1X3 ordered for my 
first HO scale railroad cost about 2<C per run¬ 
ning foot or perhaps a little less, delivered. 
What was perhaps most disgusting was that 
the remaining sections of tablework went up 
in a little over two days. What had been over¬ 
come was not a long, boring tablework job, 
but a mental block about putting up bench- 
work before track could be started. 


For newer readers, I'll mention that the 
tablework was made in standardized units 
consisting of IX 3s screwed together and 
measuring mostly 2X6 or 2X8. These sec¬ 
tions were then bolted together with carriage 
bolts. 

In a sense, the Susquehanna Northern is a 
modular railroad, although there are no plans 
to move it. The railroad is designed so that it 
can be moved if it has to be moved. 

There were some inherent problems to 
overcome. A screen gate at the foot of the 
basement stairs was doing a fairly good job 
of keeping out the four legged beasties that 
prowl during the night under the far reaches 
of the benchwork. One of these, a venerable 
old feline of 22 plus years named Chessie fi¬ 
nally joined her ancesters last October, being- 
promptly replaced by a black cat named 
Morgan. Morgan was not named after a rail¬ 
road scion, but, rather, after a piece of an¬ 
cient British motor car craftsmanship re¬ 
cently acquired by the author. The Morgan 
promptly blew its block and is now being re¬ 
paired. 

The first bit of track going in will be some 
of the stub end Riverside passenger terminal. 
It’ll be laid on half-inch plywood on top of 
which Homosote® has been white glued. 

O gauger Ted Stepek’s comments were 
that he couldn’t understand why it had to be 
white glued, when nails would hold the Ho¬ 
mosote® perfectly well. We both laughed 
when I said that he was a blacksmith who 
still preferred 45 year old sand cast locomo¬ 
tive boilers. 

One good result of the delay in getting the 
rest of the benchwork up was that the table¬ 
work design became less complicated and 


NELSON S NEW ILLUSTRATED HO GIANT 

DISCOUNT CATALOG 

No modesty ... our new catalog is GREAT! 60 
pages, all major lines at super savings. Best ser¬ 
vice — no vouchers, delays, hassles — per¬ 
sonal friendly service $3.00 (cash only) brings 
catalog and fine service to your door!! 
Nelson's Model Railroad Supply Co. 

- no B -j-.— 
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ATTENTION 0 GAUGERS C- 

Each issue an O Gauge 
Catalog: over 40 adsl 
Did you know that now there Is i magazine that Is 100% 0 
Gaofl. sarv^nfl Hi-Raljers 1 4 Scale Modelers! On sale at your 
hvortto 0 Gauoe Hobby Shop, or direct from the publisher 
Singie copy SZM, 12 Issue subscription *25.00. (U.S.. 
postpaid °° f ° r f ° r# * gn orders Sample copy 51 00 

0 Scale Railroading 


DRY TRANSFER 
LETTERING 

by C-D-S Lettering Ltd. 

N Scale .. $0.75 

HO. 1.10 

S. 1.50 

O . 1.90 

At your hobby shop or direct from: 

HOQUAT HOBBIES 

Box 253, Dept C 
Dunellen. N.J. 08812 

LSSAE for list. 
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■ ew Months AgoThere Were Non e... 

Then Came An “N”Scale RDC-1!^^* 
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Undecorated (Silver) 
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Pennsylvania (Silver) 
Southern Pacific (Silver) 
New York Central (Silver) 
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OIL YOUR TRACK!! 

NO, we aren't crazy! 
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See your closest JMC “AFFILIATE RETAILER” first... 
if none is close by, you may order direct. 


Department: 89 
1025 Industrial Drive 
Bensenvllle, IL 60106-12 
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f MINIFLASHERS 'N 

These tiny flashers are perfect for use on the 
front of your Diesels and the red flashers on 

lights, warning beacons and many other uses. 
Send SSAE for free illustrated brochure. 

PACIFIC TRACTION. 

^ P(> Box HT Alpine, ( A ’>,>1)111 7 



considerably less curvey. The E shape of the 
original tablework design has now become a 
C shape. Instead of a sharp curve out of the 
passenger terminal, the track has been elimi¬ 
nated except for a back track that still curves 
to the right. 

While I would like to use wood ties 
throughout, I felt that my time is too limited, 
so, flexible track will be used, tacked and 
white glued to the Homosote®. Plywood will 
be used only in terminal areas with multiple 
track. What I’ll use under the main line track 
will be discussed at some future date, along 
with why. I’ll try to keep this sprawling rail¬ 
road reasonably simple and not get bogged 
down with details that take too long to do. So 
far I’ve succeeded. 

A thought about freelancing 

The modeler who prefers to letter locomo¬ 
tives and rolling stock for his own railroad 
runs up against some interesting problems, 
especially if he is modeling the steam era. 
Steam era railroads often had a variety of 
equipment, but there was a degree of stan¬ 
dardization which makes sense when you 
consider the shop practices of the time. 
Headlights were often the same and were 
usually mounted in the same place. The same 
applied to locomotive cabs, handrails and the 
host of other appliances found on a locomo¬ 
tive. Locomotives bought second-hand from 
other railroads would often start shedding 
parts from the old road after repeated shop¬ 
pings. The same practices are often used by 
modelers. But, there were many exceptions 
and thankfully we’ve never seen a Pennsy 
Belpaire firebox applied to a New York Cen¬ 
tral J-3 Hudson. We hope we never see one. 

Layout visiting 

One of the fun parts of any NMRA conven¬ 
tion is the ability to visit model railroad lay¬ 
outs in the vicinity of the convention. Don’t 
expect all of them to be V&O-style. They’re 
not. Most are just good average layouts and 
they don’t all have scenery. 

One we saw recently in Tulsa was being 
built in a garage around the family's old 
Model A. In six months the owner had laid a 
tremendous amount of track with wood ties, 
but shortly he was going to have to build a 
new garage for the Model A. Another N guage 
pike took up two rooms on the second floor, 
Tulsa not having basements as a general rule 
(dig down a foot or two and you strike either 
oil or water!). 

At other times and in other places, we’ve 
seen a dandy O scale pike of moderate size 
that used small locos of 1900 vintage and 
we’ve wondered if its owner had ever brought 
the pike to completion. There was a Marklin 
HO railroad by a well-to-do modeler who was 
able to have much of the technical work done 
for him and which ran flawlessly. Another was 
a layout using HO sectional track (this was an 
informal club layout) and lots of equipment, 
almost entirely ready-to-run. This last one 
wasn’t a great railroad, but it ran well and the 
group enjoyed running it. 

How about the small New England switch¬ 
ing pike with really fine scenery and good op¬ 
eration, or the small two-level HO layout 
loaded with electrical gadgetry? They were 
fun to see. Near Sacramento, the giant O scale 
pike with extremely wide radius curves tht 
could take anything made still lacked scenery 
when I last saw it. On3 railroads that didn't 
have Colorado scenery, and those that did, 
have been on tours. 


Layout visiting is fun and provides ideas for 
your own railroad, whatever it may be, mak¬ 
ing it better. 

Mystic Knights of the Rusty Rail 

From time to time, we've mentioned the 
Mystic Knights of the Rusty Rail, a group of 
teenagers who formed a model railroad club 
back about 1941 and whose activities were 
brought to a halt two years later when the 
last two civilians, including this writer, tore 
down the club layout before shedding mufti 
in favor of Uncle Sam’s khacki. From time to 
time we bump into one of the old gang. 

Recently, while waiting for the first fantrip 
on the Susquehanna in ages, I met one of 
them. The train had suffered a minor derail¬ 
ment not far away, and I drove over to see 
the happening. Among the riders on it was 
Paul Gerhardt, an active model railroader 
that I had last seen at the St. Louis NMRA 
convention a few years back. And on a recent 
Thursday, while photographing No. 90 on the 
Strasburg, a Chevy wagon pulled up carry¬ 
ing Joe Ranker, whose layout it was that 
Fred Christie and I had so unceremoniously 
torn down in the forties. Joe was on his way 
to the TCA’s York train meet. Another 
Knight was Mike Weston who has cast O 
scale trucks at his New Hampshire base. 
Maybe Mike can be induced to make a 1950 
flat radiator Series 1 four-seat Morgan for his 
old buddy in New Jersey! 

Does Your Son Like Planes? 

Some modelers are a bit saddened, though 
usually secretly, when their sons throw up 
their noses at the old model pike and spend 
their time instead with radio controlled air¬ 
planes and cars or boats. Did you know that 
Railroad Model Craftsman shares a roof 
with a publication called Flying Models 
(Years ago, it was called Flying Aces), and it 
deals exclusively with model planes, cars and 
boats, with heavy emphasis on radio control. 
It’s sold at many of the same hobby shops 
and news stands as RMC, and is also avail¬ 
able by subscription. It’s $1.50 over the 
counter in the U.S.A. We’ll send a sample 
copy for only $1.00 if you mention RMC. The 
pilot or driver at your house will enjoy it. 

We also publish Creative Crafts (six 
times a year) and The Miniature Magazine 
(four times a year), both $1.50 per copy. The 
latter deals with miniature houses and furni¬ 
ture, mostly in 1" = 1' scale, while CC covers 
the entire range of crafts and has a reader- 
ship which is about 97% female. And, while 
mentioning our other magazines, we can’t 
forget Railfan & Railroad, which also 
costs $1.50 per copy. It exclusively covers the 
world of prototype railroading and is a leader 
in the field; it is published six times per year 
and takes an active, how-to-do-it, up to date 
approach to the hobby. We’ll send you a sam¬ 
ple copy of all four of our other magazines for 
$3.00 if you mention you saw the offer here. 
A subscription to RMC, Railfan & Rail¬ 
road. or one of our other magazines makes a 
great gift, too. You might even want to treat 
yourself to one! 
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3 UPS fees. Lay-a-ways are on models costing more than $120.00 only. Lay-a-ways require a 25% deposit (m 
i initial payment. Master Charge and VISA are welcome. If using a Bank Card, give all the information exactly as 
lurchases by Cashier's Check, Money Order, Certified Check or Personal Check. Allow 3 weeks for delivery wil 


.......... J NEW or MINT and have their origina 

packaging. For U S. Postal delivery add an addition,.. 

refundable or transferable) and 25%payment each 30 days from the r -, __ _ _ 

appears on the front. A 5% discount is available for one payment purchases by Cashier's Check, Money Or_, ... 

Personal Checks. The other payments will go out the next day, Tennessee residents add 6 3 /<% tax. 

WE ARE A COMPLETE MODEL RR SHOP. STRUCTURES. AUTOS. BUILDING SUPPLIES TRACKAGE. Bl 

PFM SOUND SYSTEM II COMPLETE (SS li, QUAD 3, TAPES, REVERB & 07) 
BANK CARD $920 CASH $874 (Add $9 for UPS) 


IE. BOOKS POWER PACKS ETC 


9" SCALE MODELS 


"HO" SCALE MODELS 
ALCO MODELS 

Alco. C-420. Lw Hd. U/E. C/P-N&W 14 

Alco. C-430 .IE 

Alco. C-628. S/U. "MU" lines.IE 

Alco. DL-440. T-6. PRR style (strpd) 11 
Alco. DL-600B. High hd. (RSD-15) 13 

Alco. DL-702. Low Hood. i' 

Alco. RS-2. L/R. 

Alco. RSD-4/5. 

Caboose. NE-5. Steel. NH. B&M. 

CSS&SB. "Little Joe". 

EMD. DD-35A. D-D. 2-Motors .. 

EMD. DD-35B. D-D. 2-Motors . . 

EMD. GP-30. Standard. 

EMD. GP-30 Hi Hood.is 

EMD/PRR. (iP-30. Low Hood .2' 

EMO/UP. GP-30B. "Slave". Z 

EMD. GP-40, Low Hood. W/DB .15 

EMD. MP-15, A/C or D/C versions . If 

EMD/SP. NW-2. C/P#1903.15 

EMD/L&N. SD-40, Low Hood. C/P . .21 
EMD. SD40-2. High Hood (SRR&NW) If 
EMD. SD-45T-2. Hobby Town link .. 2c 

EMD. SW-1000.If 

EMD. SW-1500.If 

Erie. fl-1. 2-10-2 .If 

FM. H-20-44. NYC. PRR or UP vers .. 19 


P&LE/NYC. A-2a. 2-f 

SP, MK-6. 2-8-2. 

SP, MT-2. 4-8-2. skyl nd or_ 

UP. 8500HP. Gas turbine.850 

BALBOA 

Alco/UP. PA/PB. F/P.168 

C&NW, 5-car set. F/P.335 

EMD/SP. E-8. "A". F/P-"Daylight" .105 
SP. C-4, caboose, steel bay window .46 
SP B-1 2-8-4 S/U 250 

SP. GS-1. 4-8-4. "Master Series"... .290 
SP. GS-2. 4-8-4. "Master Senes"... 330 
UP. #61. Veranda turbine. F/P. S/U .340 
UP. 7002. 4-8-2. F/P. Master senes .650 
NJ CUSTOM BRASS 

ATSF. 1400. 4-4-2 . 185 

B&M. S-lb. 2-10-2, coffin or Elesco .365 

C&O. H-7A, 2-8-B-2. "Royale".775 

.’ 8 8-2 Royale. S/U 695 

C&O. L-2, 4-6-4.198 

C&O. J-3. 4-8-4. #600-604 . 260 

D&RGW. L-109. 2-B-8-2. "Royale" .. .575 

O&RGW. L-109. 2-8-8-2, C/Ptd.650 

D&RGW M 78. 4-8-2 225 

EMD/ATSF. FP-45.129 

EMD/BN, F-45. 174 

EMD/SP. GP-30. C/P#5009 . 

Erie. C-300. Bay window caboose . 


NYNH&H. R-3a, 4-8-2 .. 
N&W. Z la. Tender. NO! 


.335 


. . :hs: . h,.,.,i- tdo 

N&W. Y-3. 2 8-8-2. "Royale".736 

NP, A. 4-8-4. "Rovalle".395 

Pac Elect.. 1032, Coach. F/P.163 

Pac Elect.. 1362. Combine, F/P.163 

PRR. RT-624. 2400 HP Transfer diesel210 

PRR. HC 1 2 8 8-0 .420 

PRR. HH-1. 2-8-8-2. "Royale".745 

PRR. S-1 6-4-4-6.615 

PRR. Poling Car .50 

PRR. P-70 Coach. FBR.115 

""A, 2-B-8-2, "Royale" . 
c " ” 8-2. "R yle", 30 


; 150 VGN, USE, 2-B-8-2. "F 


.315 PRR. S- 2 . 6 - 8 - 6 , Turbine. C/P, C/L . .435 
223 HALLMARK MODELS 

194 C&O. K-2. 2-8-2.235 

. 215 EMD. FT. A&B powered.310 

323 Fnsai 13 c* 2 8 0 159 

,. 125 MKT. H-3. 4-6-2. "Fujiyama", C/P .. 325 

, 185 Rock Island. R-67. 4-8-4 . 403 

170 KEY IMPORTS 

ATSF. 3400. 4-6-2. Box Pox drivers . 180 

ATSF. 3751.4-8-4. original.198 

ACL, P-5. 4-6-2.220 

CGW. «7$0. 2-8-2 .315 

C&O. H- 8 . 2-6-6 6 . #1600-1644 . 630 

C&O. H- 8 . 2-6-6 6. #1645-1659 .646 

Clinchfield, E-3. 4-6-64, #670.630 

D&RGW. L 95 or L-96, 2-8-8-2 .410 

D&RGW. L-97, 4-6-6-4. #3800 . 630 

D&RGW. M-64. 4-84.219 

D&RGW. M- 68 . 4-8-4.230 

Frisco. 4000. 2-8-2 295 

GTW, $700, $-8-2. C/P.247 

L&N. L-1, 4-8-2. w 

MoPac. 1310, 2-8-2. custom se 


r-ju. ciccinc, dux uau .i/u 

K4S. 4-6-2, "B'way L td #3768.412 


. 240 NP.Z-8. 4-6-64. 

s. 190 N&W. Y-6B, 2-S-8-2. early, oval. 
. 850 N&W. Y-6B, 2-8-8 2 Late. Rounc 

N&W, K-2A, 4-8-2, C/P . 

.. 168 N&W. K-2, 4-8-2. streamlined... 

■NS SP. C-10. 2-8-0, (NP) . 

SRR, Ts-1, 4-8-2. 

SP&S. Z-8, 4-6-64, #910&911... 

T&P. H-2, 2-8-2. "800". 

UP, 3985. 4-6-64. 

UP. 4000. 4-8-84. "Big Boy""..., 

IICDA 7.G.E.7 


630 


ll HC H. ,.. I,, . 

VGN. AG, 2-6-6-6. 900 s.639 

LAMBERT ASSOCIATES 

C&S/DSP&P, 2-6-0. HOn3.170 

C&O. C-15a. 0-8-0. "Silver series"... 285 
D&RGW. standard wood caboose... .60 
NYC, All steel, Bay window, KD's.... 85 
Pullman, RPO, 60ft., U/E, cat. #863..60 
Snine cars, cat#821,831,861.871. SSAE 

Alco, "Minaret", 2-8-2T, Toby.198 

N&W. E-2a, 4-6-2. 1940 circa.170 

-r 1, ■: ri-F-.i Mrurk 285 

ORIENTAL lir 1 - 


.66 B&O, l-5ba, wag. top caboose.. 
275 B&O. 1-12. 

305 CB&Q. NE 

280 C&O, F-11. . .. 

315 EMC. 1925 Gas Elect. 

120 EMO/ATSF. GP-7B, Cabless. 

.67 EMD, GP-9. 48‘ fan versions. 

420 EMD. GP-9. Early. 36" fans. 

343 EMD/UP. GP-9B. cabless, N/R . .. 
279 EMD. GP-20. Low Hood. WO/DB .. 
191 EMD. NW-2. Phase V. 


EMD, SW-9 .121 

GE. U-23B. L/H, AAR"B" trucks . . .160 
GN. "Bobber", Caboose, Both cupola . 60 
GN. 950-961 Coach. "Empire Bldr." . .B2 
GN. 1197. "Grand Coulee obs/lng . 94 

ON iJiTi (■I-, sihhuhi 90 

GN. X-3207. Water Car .52 

GN. C4. 0-8-0.233 

GN. X41/95. Steel, caboose .59 

i,r« • ». i‘,h i-,i . 

SP&S, 701. "Wapinitia Pass” sleeper . 90 

UP. "Forty Niner”. .. 

Woodard L mbr.. # 

OVERLAND MODELS 
ATSF. Ce-6/8, Steel. 1 


te 935 C&O. J-3A, 4-84. #605&606 .. 


Milw.Rd., S-2, 4-84, “Crown" .... 

MoPac. 2200. 4-84^ 1972 run. 

NYC. J-3a. 4-6-4, "bakura". Ser. #2 
NYC. J-3a. 4-6-4. Sakura, Ser. #31 
N&W/C&O. S-1. 0-8-0, L/R. F/P . 
NP, " W", 2-8-2. Oil version 
NP. A-3. 4-84, Crown. L/R. 

PRR. K-4, 4-6-2, S/U. 1962 run ... 
PRR. K4. 4-6-2. Modern. New run 

Shay. 90 Ton. 2-truck. 1961. 

Shay. Coose Bay. 3-truck. CN #1 . 
Shay, Sauk River. 3-truck, CN #22 

On /T&NO, E-23, 4-4-0.- 

... A-3. 44-2, “Korea . 

SP. A-3. 4-4-2, GOM. C/P #3027 


•set.. ....(HI 

6-2T.220 SP/T&NO. E-23, 44-0, C/P-#272 .. 


EMD/ATSF. GP-40X . 

EMD/SRR. GP40X, F/P-#7002 . 

EMD/SRR. GP40X. 

EMD/UP, GP-40X . 

Frisco. 109, Caboose, wood w/stl cu 
Frisco. #200-274. stl wide vis cab . 

Frisco. 878. Caboose, all wood. 

Frisco, 4300. 4-8-2 . 

GE, C307, 2 or 4 window versions .. 

GN, 0-3, 2-8-2. Heavy design. 

GN/EMb. NW-5, SRR too . 

N X177-180. transfer caboose .... 


UP, FEF-1, 4-84,1! 




SOHO 

ICRR. 5 car consist. 

L A. R'wy, Trollies. B-8. K . 

L A. R’wy, Trollies. CE, F. H-1(W/F 
LIRR. "Babylon Express", 3 car ML 

N&W. #1001 or 1009. Coach. 

Pullman, “ElmLeaf", slpr, 12 room. 
Pullman, “GlenRiver", slpr, 6 comp 
Pullman "Ninhtfall” slnr u rr 
Pullm 
SP. M 


270 




NKP. #451-500. Bay window 

NP, A-2. 4-84.oou 

RF&P. #607-612. 4-84. Hicken tdr. 3339 

SP&S. 880-891. steel caboose.63 

UP 'An . -,r, A -a ... i....i a in. ha 

UP. DC-3, rail detector car.269 

UP. #900081. Snow Thrower .189 

USRA, Heavy. 2-8-2.260 

PACIFIC FAST MAIL 

ATSF. #5014, 2-104, C/P-Excl.^ L/R. 315 
ATSF. "Blue Goose". 4-6-4. F/P, 1975320 

ATSF. "Blue Goose". 4-6-4. F/P.429 

ATSF, 3776. 4-8-4, S/U. P/R .235 

B&O. MOW. Crane, F/P. 1957 Rare' 265 

cN^s G 2 a a' 2 V 2 ' 8 : 4 * 4 ' 8 ' 4 : F/p ::::: 349 

CPR, Wood, caboose.70 

CPR. 5-car, "Kettle Valley". L/R .... 330 

CPR. Pass, set #2, 3 cars. E/P.176 

CPR. P-2. 2-8-2.190 

CPR. T-la. 2-10-4, C/P-#5904.360 

CPR 1 1 . 2 104 298 

CPR, F-la, 4-4-4, "Jubilee".190 

C&O, K-3. 2-8-2. Sound.578 

C&O. K-3. 2-8-2. Vanderbilt tdr.615 

C&O, K-3a. 2-8-2. Worthington FWH. 548 
C&O. F-17, 4-6-2 .. 


ottu, j-om, H*o-a, to la.789 

C&NW, J-4. 2-84 .230 

D&RGW. 1400. Caboose. Type I. orig . 79 
D&RGW. 1400, caboose. Type IV... 79 

D&RGW. L-131. 2-8-8-2. 1977 run .515 

■ 

D&RGW. F-81. 2-10-2. original.599 

D&RGW. F-81. 2-10-2, modern.620 

D&RGW, M-75. 4-8-2. F/P, Crown .. .650 

D&RGW. M-64, 4-8-4, "Toby".775 

■ 

Frisco. 1500,4-8-2. “Toby". 


SUBSET CKB P a™ 

ATSF. 825. 0-8-0 . 

B&O. B-18. 4-6-0, S/U. 

C&O, B-2, 2-10-2. 

D&SL/D&RGW, K-62, 2-8-2. Coffin ! 
PRR, K-4. 4-6-2, early style, long td 
PRR. M-1, 4-8-2. .. ....... 

SP. F-1, 2-10-2, 2 pilots. 

WMC/PSC 

Alco/O&RGW, PA/PB, F/P. A-p wd 

ATSF/B&M. 4193. 2-B4. . 

ATSF. 3010, 2-10-2, Blemishes 

C&S. #75. 2-8-0. 

B&O, N-1, 4444, "Geo. Emerson". 

D&RGW, C-25, 2-8-0, HOn3 . 
D&RGW. K-37, 2-8-2. HOn3. 

GN. A-9, 0-6-0, 1 Pump, slope tdr! 

GN, N-3, 2-8-8-0 ......... . 

L&N. M-1. 2-8-4. "Big Emma". 

NYC, J-3a, 4-6-4, streamlined. 

N&W Wood, caboose. 

"Old Time". Pass, cars, 2 cars 
PRR, N-ls, 2-10-2 ... ... 

PRR. J-1. 2-104 . 

PRR. 0-2. 4-4-64. new improved rui 
Shay. Ali-San, 2-truck, H0n3... . 
Shay. 150 ton. 4-truck, (C&O,N&W) 
Shay, "Hassinger”, 4-truck .. 

SP. B-1, 2-8-4. Nakamura. 

SP. F-5, 2-10-2. SimiVandy tndr. .. 

!p:t-'i 4 4 6% 2 G0M .. c/p * 3027 

SP. T-31, 4-6-0, S/U, C/P. 

SP. T-31. Tender. 

SP. P-1,4-6-2 . 

SP. P-4, 4-6-2, C/P#2402 . 

SP. AM-2. 4-6-6-2, "Craftsman".... 

SP. MT-5. 4-8-2. 

SP. GS-2. 4-84, F/P-Dayljght colors 
SP. GS-5, 4-8-4. F/P-Daylight colors 


6! 4-8-4 


GN 


--- u„, urn ur>, , oico. caboose ... 

216 GN. F-8. 2-8-0. F/P-Glacier, 1977. 


GN, 0-8, 2-8-2, F/P, 1981 release. 

■ ■ . .-/ - . 
GN, N-3, 2-8-8-0, F/P, Crown, 197 

GN, P-2, 4-8-2, F/P, L/R. 

GN, S-1, 4-84, F/P-Glacier, 1979. 
GN, S-2, 4-84, F/P-Glacier, L/R . 
Heisler, 70 Ton. 


AC-6. 4-8-B-2. cab detai 
u.. SP-2, 4-10-2. "5000". 

MISCELLANEOUS 

CNR, GP40-2, Comfort cab, LPD ... 
DL&W, M-1, 4-64, Orig. or modern 

NYNH&H. 800, 4-6-0, EM. 

PRR, ^Bobber", 4-wheel, caboose.. 


PRR, N6b, Caboose. 

Reading, G-2SA, 4-6-2, Ci 
USRA, Light, 2-8-2. 


RESERVATIONS? We feel like we have the best and most assuring reservation 
system of any dealer. Our “HITT LIST” has a large section on FUTURES. Send a 
Large SSAE. 


, HRS. Mon.. Thur.. FrL 1 to 5:30 PM. Sat. 11 AM - 5PM 


10 Miles North ol Nashville on 1-65. (7 tenths mile from Exit 96) 


Co., Model RR Dept, 216 Two Mile Pike, Goodlettsville, TN 37072 Phon 
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LIONEL “0” GAUGE 
OPERATORS/COLLECTORS 
710/712 SERIES SETS 
All Three Colors 



The finest quality reproductions ever 

• Oranqe. Red, on 4 Wheel Trucks, 

3 Car Sets $225.00 

• 2-Tone Blue, on 6 Wheel Trucks, 

3 Car Sets $235.00 

• Limited Quantities 

• Dealer inquiries invited. 


V-W ENTERPRISES 

1544 Cedar St. Ramona, CA 92065 



Milk car 

I enjoy every issue of RMC, but I espe¬ 
cially enjoyed the December article on the 
Lionel milk car. As someone who could have 
been the child in the catalog picture, I still 
feel a certain penchant for Lionel trains, even 
though I model in HO. I spent many 
Christmas seasons in New York going to the 
Lionel show room displays, and then coming 
home to work on my Lionel layout. 

HERB KERN 

Mobile, Ala. 

It was a pleasure to pick up the December, 


1981, RMC and find an article on Lionel O 
gauge trains. I collect Lionel and American 
Flyer O and S gauge trains. It appears that 
most editors only care to write about HO 
gauge equipment. Please provide more ar¬ 
ticles on the other gauges available. 

TONY OBERFORCHER 

Leavenworth, Kan. 

Modular layouts 

Wayne Slaughter and Jack Keene's article 
on modular railroading in the January, 1982, 
RMC just about said it all. While I have a 
radial arm saw to cut the lumber and enough 
space for a moderate size layout, I find my 
two modular sections provide quite a bit of 
satisfaction and some real challenges. 

Everything Wayne and Jack said about 
displays is accurate, especially “keep the 
trains moving”, and “talk to the people.” The 
latter statement this year led to two people 
becoming proud owners through an “adopt- 
a-module program” and several others decid¬ 
ing to build their own. It’s fun. 

RALPH V. BALFOORT 

Albany, N.Y. 

I read with considerable interest the article 
“Consider Modular Railroading” in the Janu¬ 
ary RMC. 

I am becoming involved with the planning 
of the 1986 NMRA National Convention and 
find that there is considerable interest in the 
establishment of standards for HO standard 
gauge modules for the convention. This is 
seen as a real boon for those who don’t have 
the space or other ammenities for showing a 
permanent home layout at such an affair. 

N-trak and others have established stan¬ 
dards for N-scale modules, but I’m not aware 


ANDY KRISWALUS 
TCA 1403, TTOS 137, LCCA 930 
PHONE 607-754-1711 


THE RAILROAD SHOP 

P.0. Box 691 - Union Station - Endicott, NY 13760 


SHIPPING - add 5% (min. $3.00) 
for postage and handling. NY 
residents must add sales tax. 


8260-61 F 3 Southern Pacific 

i5 F-3D4RGWAA 
i7 F-3 Amtrak A-A 
•4 F-3B&0A A 


8962 U36B Reading 
8771 U36B Great Northern 


8064 GP 9 Flordia East Coast 


8850 

8003 C & 0 Steam Berkshire J 

8200 Dockside Switcher 0-4-0 
8764 Budd Passenger Car Powered 

8100 N&W4 8 4 Bullet Nose Ea. 2 

PASSENGER CARS 

9576-80 Burl Alum Cars (5 Car Set) 1 

9581-85 C&0Cars(5CarSet) i 

9562-66 N&W Alum Cars (5 Car Set) 2 

TRAIN SETS 

1463 Coca Cola Train Set Complete 1 

1463 A Same Less T & T Postpaid 

Joshua Lionel Cowan Cars • Ltd Ed 
9429,9430,9431 First Three Cars 

Complete Set of All Six Cars Only ^ 

COLLECTOR SERIES CARS 


Union Pacific (Farr #2) 
Maine Central 
Elgin. Joliet & Eastman 


9775 Minn & St Louis (Die Cast T 
9781 Delaware & Hudson 
9789 Pickens Railroad 
9811 Union Pacific Reefer (Farr * 

9850 Budweiser Beer Reefer 

9851 Schilitz Beer Reefer 

9854 Baby Ruth Reefer 


uoW Medal Rour° Re< 

Hershey Reefer 
0M Dutch Cleanser 
Carlings Beer Reelet 
Pacific Fruit Express I 


ice Albert Tobacco 
Walter Raleigh Tobacc 


on Cigarettes 
Salem Cigarettes 
Mail Pouch Chewing Tobaccr 
BN Bay Window Caboose 


sie Bay Window 
9368 Union Pacific Bay Window 
-— TP SW Bay Window Caboi 

- .aid Bay Window Caboose 
>rn Pacific Green* Yellow 
:rn Pacific Gold 4 Black 


Reading Hopper (From C.C . Sol) 
Alcoa (Die Cast Trucks) 

Union Pacific (Farr #2) 

Atlantic Sugar (Reg Trks) 

Crtgo 3 Dome Tank (Reg Trks) 
Sinclair Single Dome (Reg Trks) 
Union Pacific Tack (Fart #2) 


Bakolite Tank Car 
Crystal Tank Cat 
Vetnors Soda Pop Box Cat 
Otange Crush Sbda Pop Box Car 
Dr Pepper Soda Pop Box Car 
Radioactive Waste Car (From Sol) 
9389 Hadioactive Waste Car (New 1981) 

- ' Moron Mail Car 

Miller Reeter Std "0“ (Reg Trks) 
Johnson Wax Sid “0" (Reg Trks) 
Clark Reeler Sid "0" (Reg Trks) 

- 1 - "tit “0” IRen Tr 


Grand Trunk Gon Sid “0" (Reg Trks 
;s Schaeler Beet Reefer (Reg Trks) 
With Die Cast Trks Add 8.S0 To Abovr 
AT Has Professic. 


..tally Manuf_ 

With Lionel Die Cast True 


:ific Hr Cube 9.( 

285 l.c. Dull Piggy Back w/Vans 15.C 

333 Southern Pacific Piggy Back w/vans B.C 
133 B N Piggy Back w/Vans B.( 

370 S.C L Gondola (Reg Trks) 9.( 

379 Santa Fe Gon (Yellow* Black) 9.< 

BRAND NEW LIONEL (MPC) PARTS 

•3 Power Chassis 1 Motor w/Magna Traction ^75.1 
■3 Dummy A Chassis Compete/No Cab 40J 


F 3 Dummy B Chassis Complete Less Trucks B OO 

F-3 Undecorated “A" Cab Less Trim D 00 

F 3 Motor Ea 15 00 

F 3 Magnetic Axles (Plain) Ea 3 00 

F-3 Cab with Trim-Preamble 8568 Ea 9.00 

F 3 New Haven AA 8851 52 Pair 25.00 

Standard "0" Die Cast Trucks Pair 8.50 

Reg Trucks Fast Angle Metal Wheels Pair 4.50 

SW1 Power Truck w/Magna Trac(0ng Lionel) 30.00 

LIONEL TRACTORS WITH TRAILERS 


__ a Special (From Set) 

Truck loads (Appx 20 Pcs) 

Extra Trailers Yellow Stake Body 
Special Package One Each Tractor 


Special All Three Only 2.50 

NEW TRACK - MANUFACTURED BY KMT 

WWeRadmsCfi'cle(6It) 16Sections Ea 40.00 

Snail To Match (6 Ties 14%" Long) Ea 2.50 

Reg. Radius Circle 40" (8 Sections) Ea 20.00 

StraitTbMatch 14 Long Ea 2.50 

Three Foot Strait Section.Ea 3.50 

Wide^Ra^ius Circle (6 ft) 16 Sections Ea 28.00 

Strait To Match (6 Ties 14’/," Long) Ea 1.75 

Three Foot Strait Section Ea 3.50 

ALL TRACK WILL MATE WITH LIONEL 
MINT CATALOGS 

1954 Ea 7.50 

1957 62 65 66 Ea 2.50 

1971.72,73,74,75,76- . Ea 1.50 

1977,78,79.80.61 Ea .75 

SEND LARGE 

STAMPED SELF ADDRESSED 
ENVELOPE FOR LIONEL 19B2 
SPRING RELEASES 
AND OTHER ITEMS 
































of any well-published and widely-accepted 
standards for HO standard gauge. I would 
welcome input from individuals or organiza¬ 
tions that have established such standards. 

GREG NAZAROW 
7 Circuit Dr. 

Stow, MA 01775 

CN 87000 

Staffan Ehnbom’s article on the GN 87000 
series ore car in the October 1981 RMC was 
well done. The prototype photo was taken 
late in the day and the sun had made its ap¬ 
pearance after five days of rain. The light 
was really poor, but it was the best available, 
and the shots had to be taken then. 

MARTIN EVOY III 
Hudson, Ohio 

Railroad aesthetic 

"Toward a model railroading aesthetic,” by 
Conrad Obregon probably raised some of¬ 
fense. None the less, it was needed, well said, 
and as a result will begin to enhance the 
thinking behind layouts. 

This article, plus Bill Schaumburg’s 
“Realplace/real time” is what total achieve¬ 
ment is all about—the final goal. Yet, because 
model railroading can be fun for all, those 
who choose a more abstract approach must 
not be criticized by those who have more or 
less artistry or other goals in this field. My 
own view is that the naturalistic/realistic ap¬ 
proach yields the most gratifying joy of ac¬ 
complishment. 

A. DARROW LATHAM, JR. 

Center Moriches, NY 

Totes 

I have been a model railroader since 1967 


and have read your magazine since 1974, but 
the December issue was the tops. I model 
contemporary rail scenes in N-gauge, and I 
really enjoyed the tote train article by Jim 
Mansfield. 

NICK KISH 

McKonald, OH 

I think Jim Mansfield’s series on piggy¬ 
back trains is great. This is the sort of thing 
that I’d like to see more of. It’s the kind of 
article which helps RMC stay a leader in the 
field. 

PAUL FAULK 

Valdese, NC 

Regarding Jim Mansfield’s totes article in 
the December, 1981, issue of RMC, some of 
the descriptions of Trailer Train’s equipment 
are incorrect. 

Athearn’s all-purpose flat car is a model of 
the ACF-built all-purpose 89'-4" flatcar de¬ 
signed to carry trailers, containers or a com¬ 
bination thereof. The model is actually 85 
feet in length. The Trailer Train car class for 
these cars is ASH10A, and they are num¬ 
bered 970000-970803. Jim numbered one of 
his all-purpose cars “ATTX 470709”. The 
ATTX car initial is used by Trailer Train to 
designate a 75 foot-flatcar with wood deck¬ 
ing, longitudinal tie-down loops at the center 
of the car and tie-down rails at the sides. The 
car has no hitches or container pedestals. To 
get an accurate model of the ATTX car, the 
bridge plates at the AL and BR corners 
should be lengthened to 60 feet. The bridge 
plates supplied in the Athearn kit are only 48 
inches long. The 48-inch bridge plates are cor¬ 
rect for standard TTX piggyback cars. Also, 
for realism, cut the handholds off the bridge 




RGS #6 Work Goose by Lambert 

Buy them seperately or as a unit - Work Goose (pictured) 
is unpowered, the Freight Car (not pictured) is powered. 

Available now in H0n3 or H0n2£ through your local dealer. 

LAMBERT ASSOCIATES po box ^338 san leandro, ca 94579 
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plates as the prototype cars no longer have 
them. 

If you want to model a plain flush-deck 
style Trailer Train piggyback car, as Jim did 
with his TTX 156213, make sure you fill the 
container tracks and pockets in with body 
putty. The TTX car class and car series for 
this car, when kitbashing it from Athearn's 
all-purpose car, is ASF10, numbered TTX 
603000-603575. 

The Athearn piggyback car is a model of 
the Pullman-Standard Trailer Train class 
F85B piggyback car, which has a partial 
wood deck. The TTX series for the Class 
F85B flatcars are: 473000-474999, 477000- 
477999, 479000-479320, 479357-479366 and 
479482-479809. 

JAMES PANZA 
Supervisor—Maintenance 
Trailer Train Co. 

November s observations 

I have to take exception to the editorial by 
Jim and Margaret Mansfield in the observa¬ 
tions section of the November, 1981, RMC. 
The article was perceived (by me, at least) as 
more of an attempt to brag about the Jersey 
Eastern Railroad Company than a serious ef¬ 
fort to improve the hobby. They seem to have 
missed the whole point of having a hobby — 
that is to have fun. Having fun or not having 
fun depends on one’s individual definition of 
the word. The Mansfields leave the impres¬ 
sion that anyone who does not come up to 
their standards should get out of the hobby. I 
for one refuse to accept that premise. 

My own rail line exists only in my mind. I 
do not have space in my house for a layout, 
nor do I have the money to produce perfect 
equipment and scenery, My rolling stock is 
about evenly divided between plastic kits 
and modified toys. I enjoy working with 
what I've got and advancing at whatever 
pace is comfortable for me. 

In short, although my efforts do not match 
those of the Mansfields, I am happy with 
what I have done. 

ROBERT H. SCOTT, JR. 

Herndon, Va. 

We try to keep the fomtat of OBSERVA¬ 
TIONS open enough to allow wide-ranging 
points of view, but do wish to avoid offense. 
That is not the intent of the column. We rec¬ 
ognize the fact that there are many different 
ways to approach the hobby, since each of us 
has our own goals when modeling or operat¬ 
ing a layout. Each modeler is thus unique, 
even though the hobby can be categorized by 
scale, interests, etc. This section of the maga¬ 
zine is open to every modeler—we invite all to 


use it. While we will try to present a balanced 
fare over a period of months, it is likely that 
some items will generate somewhat more 
comment or controversy than others. Still, 
since each modeler is special, being a distinct 
personality, we feel that it is important to 
provide a special place to express one’s 

CM trucks 

Central Valley is alive and well in Califor¬ 
nia. Recently, I purchased freight and pas¬ 
senger trucks which had solid axles and they 
performed superbly. They are also perfectly 
in gauge. It is demonstrably clear that their 
short lived production problem is solved, and 
that they are providing the worlds finest HO 
trucks. Keep up the good work Central Val¬ 
ley! 

STUART A. TURKANIS 

Salt Lake City, Utah 

Boxcars 

I wish to add my backing to the letter in 
the December, 1981, RMC by Mr. Doiron on 
the subject of boxcars. His first paragraph is 
most telling. Freight cars are too neglected. 
Your publication, above those of widespread 
readership and general coverage, has done 
the most to promote more than a passing in¬ 
terest in freight cars. I hope you will keep 
this degree of emphasis on this subject area. 

R. SNOW 
Ann Arbor, Mich. 

November issue 

The November 1981 RMC was like a minia¬ 
ture handbook on model railroading. Every 
article in it was useful to model railroaders. 

JOHN A. MILLER 
Bayonne, N.J. 

Advertisers: state your scale 

For the uninitiated, young or old railroader 
who is just getting started, don’t you think it 
is confusing to see so many advertisements 
that do not divulge the scale they sell. Surely 
it would be good for business to list the 
gauge or scale being sold; there were at least 
19 firms with ads in the December issue that 
did not tell if the product was O, S, HO or N. 

GEORGE F. KING. JR. 

Jackson, N.J. 

This has been going on for more than a 
few years, but reader King is right. Even if 
most readers know what scale or gauge a 
given product is, there are always newcomers 
who do not, or people who are switching from 
one scale to another. All would benefit by 
having the scale listed in each ad—H.H.c. 


T BRASS 

O SCALE IN STOCK 

CB BP-20, A & B_$ 7 00.00 

CBGNL-1. .. 

SS UP 4-10-2. . . 

MG D&RG L-131 

SS GN S-2. 

CB Bi-Polar KES Pur 
SS Light 2-10-2 

CB RSI. 

CB RB-50 Exp. Reefer 
HLmk B&O Box . . . 

HLmk Pennsy Gon 


1995.00 

950.00 

1200.00 

495.00 


Reynolds 40' Box Cars 

Unpainted.$ 17.50 

L&N Box. 15.00 

All 5 nos.70.00/set 

ICC Pullman & Coach . 19.95 

CLW H-10 Kit., 250.00 

GP 40 Kit. 205.00 


\/^\// ~ 

(SCALE 


CATALOG SHEETS, SEND SSAE 


P.O. BOX 937 
V y RAILROADING. INC. IRVING, TEXAS 75060 


SUPERBUTTON IP 


ILLUMINATED 
t PUSHBUTTONS 

$4.50 Jfi 

V, F ° R $3 C .50 C PER W 'paTr CTS 

Pushbuttons less illumination .S2.50 

Er ! r 

^ bV " 

machines" wl,h ° ALL ,wln 

Both items are identical in above-panel appear 
green, and yellow caps with each pair. Bulbs requi 
a regular powerpack if a GH resistor ($.25) is use 

ance and include red, 
re a 6 to 9 volt supply or 



GH PRODUCTS 


MARCH 1982 

















































Narrow gauge 

In regards to Harold Carstens' editorial in 
the January, 1982, RMC issue, which listed 
various locations for viewing and riding nar¬ 
row gauge coaches, I would like to add the 
Huckleberry Railroad at Genesee Recreation 
Area near Flint, Michigan. This tourist rail¬ 
road operates authentic, carefully-restored 
vintage passenger coaches. The oldest was 
built in 1875. 

The Huckleberry Railroad rides over part 
of the original roadbed of the Pere Mar¬ 
quette. The 38-ton Baldwin locomotive was 
used near Fairbanks, Alaska, and is a 4-6-0 
built in 1920. The coaches are both open and 
closed platform and came from the Denver & 
Rio Grande Western, Rio Grande Southern 
and several Mexican narrow-gauge railroads. 

PHILLIP W. STOKES 

Ypsilanti, Mich. 

Moving a layout 

I have been a model railroader since 1944, 
and have been a truck driver for the past 22 
years. Presently, I am an owner-operator 
leasing to United Van Lines in Canton, Ohio. 

Having moved several layouts with no 
problems, my recommendations for a larger 
layout, such as Mr. Rottman’s would be as 
follows: 

1. Do as much of the preliminary work as 
possible yourself. Remove structures and 
scenery items as much as possible, and re¬ 


quest they be packed in “dish pack” cartons. 
These are stronger than regular packing car¬ 
tons. You may pack these items if you wish, 
or have them packed by the agent. Please be 
advised that anything you pack yourself can¬ 
not be insured against damage. 

2. Benchwork: Remove all legs and braces 
attached to the main frame. This can be done 
by the agent for a fee. Break the layout down 
to an easily-handled size. I suggest no larger 
than 5'X3'-10". This size is dictated by the 
width of the inside of the van which is 7'-9". 
Two sections may then be placed side by side 
in the van. 

3. There are two ways to transport the ta¬ 
ble section: Have each section crated, again 
at a slightly extra charge. Or, reserve extra 
space in the van and request that sections be 
carried on decking bars above the household 
portion of the load. 

WILLIAM H. KRIEG 
Monroville, N.J. 

In response to the question about moving 
a layout, I have had considerable experience. 
I have designed and built layouts for my ga¬ 
rage and bedroom and have moved them 
cross-country. 

I make the tables as individual frames with 
4V2" high members and cross braces. I then 
ship them by facing the two tables together 
and tying them with cross braces made from 
the leg braces. I then turn the package into 


GET ORGANIZED! 


4 MAG FILES $4.95 


DOM INDUSTRIES 


Track //' Train, S 


PECO,ATHEARN,BOWSER 
ATLAS, ROUNDHOUSE 
LIONEL, AMERICAN FLYER 
MANTUA, MRC 


Track it Trains 

(914) 928-6525 
P.O. Box 464 

Highland Mills, N.Y. 10930 



Rail hobbyists in general and 
model builders in particular will 
appreciate this volume. In fact, 
anyone familiar with the use of a 
simple scale can readily recreate a 
desired type of locomotive in min¬ 
iature based on a given illustration 
in the volume. 

The handsome, rich, leather-like 
binding will make this book a 
welcome addition to your library. 
It’s the ideal gift for every steam 
locomotive enthusiast. Order yours 
today. $24.95 per copy (U.S. funds). 
Orders accepted from U.S. and 
Canada only! 

To order or for more information, 

Rail Heritage Publications 

P.O. Box 544 

Downtown Station 

Omaha, Nebraska 68101 USA 



Nearly everybody has done a K-4—but not so many have done what 
goes behind it. Now, Alco is bringing you affordable PRR P-70 coaches in 
HO—watch for them at your dealer. — 


RAILROAD MODEL CRAFTSMAN 
































SMC-The Train Center 

BUY WITH CONFIDENCE 
10 YEARS IN BUSINESS 
Serving Thousands Upon Thousands 
Of Model Railroaders 

MEMBERS: NMRA, TCA, HIA, MRIA, 8.1. CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 


STEAM LOCOS RTR 
AHM 

4-6-2 Heavy Pacific 

2-8-4 Berkshire. 

4-6-6-4 Challanger 
2-8-2 Heavy Mikado 

0-8-0 Switcher. 

0-4-0 Dockside. 

2-4-0 Bowker. 

BACHMANN 

2-8-0Consolidation ... 

2-8-2 Mikado. 

4-8-4 Northern. 

4-4-0 American. 

4-8-4GS-4Daylight.... 
0-6-0 USRA Switcher . 

2-6-2 Prairie. 

4-6-0 Ten Wheeler. 

2-10-4 Texas. 

BOWSER 

4-6-2 PRR K-4 Pacific .. 
4-6-0 Casey Jones. 

MANTUA 

4-4-0 General. 

4-6-2 Pacific. 

2-8-2 Mikado. 

2-6-0 Mogul. 

4-6-4 Hudson. 

2-8-4 Berkshire. 

2-10-0 Decopod. 

2-8-2 Camelback. 

4-6-2 Camelback. 

2-6-6-2T Logger 

Long Hall Tender. 

MODEL POWER 

4-6-2 Pacific. 

PEMCO 

2-6-0 Mogul. 

4-8-2 Mountain. 


STEAM LOCO KITS 
ARBOUR 

C&O H-8 2-6-6-6. 

superdetail kit for above . 

Sierra 4-6-0. 

C&O K-4 2-8-4. 

superdetail kit for above. 

SC 4-6-0. 

Brooks 2-6-0. 

NKP 2-8-4. 

superdetail kit for above. 

BLW 4-4-0. 

PRR A-3a 0-4-0T. 

PRR A-3 0-4-0. 

Lima Tender. 

OT or SB Tender. 

BOWSER 

NYCK-11 4-6-2. 

superdetaii kit for above.. 

UP 4-6-6-4 no tender. 

UP 4-8-8-4 no tender. 

PRR K-44-62 Pacific. 

superdetaii kit for above. 

PRR E-6 4-4-2 . 

superdetaii kit for above.. 

1-1 1-10-0. 

superdetaii kit for above.. 

PRR L-12-8-2. 

superdetaii kit for above.. 

PRR H-9 2-8-0. 

superdetaii kit for above.. 

2-8-0 Old Lady. 

4-6-0 Casev Jones. 

PRR T-1 Duplex. 

Semi Vanderbullt Tender.. 

T-7 Tender. 

T-7 Tender. 

39' Brass Tender. 


. . 39.95 
.. 19.95 
49.95 


STEAM LOCO KITS 
CARY 

USSRA Light Boiler.13. 

USRA Heavy Boiler.13. 

specify chasis on above 

USRA Superdetaii kit.14. 

4-4-0 Boiler .12. 

4-4-0 Superdetaii kit.10. 

MDCSP/UP superdetaii kit.7. 

PRR superdetaii kit.10. 

KEYSTONE 

Shay HO or HOn3.34. 

MANTUA 

0-4-0 Booster.18. 

0-6-0 Little Six.21. 

2-6-2 Prairie.29. 

4-4-0 General.29. 

2-6-0 Mogul.29. 

0-8-0 USRA .34. 

2-8-0 Consolidation.35. 

ROUNDHOUSE 

0-6-0T. 

0-6-0 w/ tender . 

4-4-2 or 4-6-0- 

2-6-2 or 2-8-0 .... 

2-8-0 HOn3. 

Tender Kit . 


. .54.95 
. .49.95 
. .64.95 


.49.95 
. .23.99 
..17.99 


.15.99 
. .47.99 
. 11.99 


ELECTRICS 

BACHMANN 

Metroliner powered.39.95 

Metrolinerdummy .19.99 

E-60CP.16.99 

Brill Trolley.11.99 

Bowser Trolley-any type.29.95 

Model Power Trolley.7.99 

mPRRGG-1.24.99 



PRR lo 


high Te 


PRR Long Hall Tender . 



CAMPBELL HO 


SAVE EVEN MORE: Buy 2 or more kits 
and deduct an extra 10%, buy 5 or more 
kits and deduct an extra 20% 

100 Pine Trees.6.59 

301 Ballasted Deck PlleTrestle — 5.19 

302 Open Deck Pile Trestle.5.19 

303 Curved Trestle.9.19 

304 Tall Curved Trestle .13.19 

305 Howe Truss Bridge.17.59 

306 Covered Bridge .20.79 

307 Wharf .18.99 

351 Timber Tunnel Portal .5.19 

352 Mine Head Frame .11.19 

353 LCL Freight Station .11.19 

354 Timber Oil Derrick.14.79 

3551875 Fire House .11.19 

356 Railroad Water Tank.17.59 

357 Coaling Station.21.99 

358 Sand House.14.79 

359 Community Church .21.99 

360PumpHouse .11.19 

361 Wayside Freight Station ... .13.19 

362 Passenger Shelter.11.19 

363 Campbell Supply Co.17.59 

364 Sheriff's Office .11.19 

365 Laundry & Supply Store.17.59 

366 Drug Co. & Barber Shop.17.59 

367 Skull Valley Station .22.79 

368 Shed Under Construction ...11.19 

369 Iowa School House.17.59 

370 Supply Shed & HC House-11.19 

371 Matthew’s Mercantile.17.59 

372 Branch Line Water Tank.11.19 

373 Corrugated Warehouse .11.19 

374 Grist Mill .17.59 

375 Susannah's Frocks.17.59 

376 Northern Water Tank .17.59 

377 Seebold & Sons Mfg. Co. ...17.59 

378 Scarlet Slipper Saloon .21.99 

379 Produce House .21.99 

380 Columbia Gazette Office ....11.19 

381 Farm House.11.19 

382 Country Barn.15.59 

383 Summer Bandstand .13.19 

384 Grain Elevator.21.99 

385 Bret’s Brewery.25.99 

386 Quick's Coal .28.79 

387 Gran'ma’s House .25.99 

388 Silver Spur Mire .25.59 

389 Windy Gulch Engine House .25.99 

390 Marjorie’s Millinery.13.19 

391 Ayre's Chair Factory.25.99 

392 Norm’s Landing Pier.20.79 

393 Abandoned House .13.19 

394 Hamilton Dinghies, Ltd.25.99 

395 Picken’s Place.13.19 

396 Norm's Landing Boat Shop ..20.79 

397 Norm's Ice House & Cafe-19.99 

398 Doctor’s Office .20.79 

399 Talc Factory.33.99 

400 Stockyard.19.99 

401 Quincy Enginehouse .28.79 

402 Quincy Station .29.99 

403 Quincy Auxiliary Equipment .11.19 

404 Quincy Traveling Crane .11.19 

405 Quincy Fuel Oil Dock.17.59 

406 Quincy Oil W'house Office ..17.59 

411 Schrock Meat Co.33.99 

412 DeWitt’s Depository.21.99 

413 Carsten’s Flophouse .33.99 

416SaezSash & Door#1.29.99 

417 Saez Sash & Door #2.31.99 

419 Montgomery's Feed 

& Seed Co.29.99 

420 Santangelo Fruit Co.28.79 

422 Richmond Barrel Co.20.79 

423 Kiowa Junction.20.79 

424 Kiowa Tower .15.99 

425 Kiowa Details #1 .11.59 

426 Kiowa Details #2 .11.59 

427 Freight Storage Shed.11.59 

428 Ten Stamp Mill .13.99 

429 Red Mountain Mine .25.99 

430 Carriage Works .17.59 

431 Assay Office .12.79 

432 Donna's Diner .13.19 

433 Idaho Springs Mine .12.79 

434 Tobacco Shop .10.39 

435 Produce Warehouse.19.19 

438 Ore Bin .13.19 

































































































ROLLING STOCK 


ROLLING STOCK 


ATLAS HO 


N PLASTIC 
BUILDING KITS 



70 Ton Ore Car.1.99 

Beercan Tank Car.2.49 

90 Ton Hopper.2.49 

40'PD Boxcar.2.49 

40’Boxcar .1.99 

40'Stock Car.1.99 

42'Gondola.1.99 

50'Stock Car.2.49 

Caboose.2.49 

50'DD Boxcar.2.99 

50' Mech. Reefer.2.99 


65’ Pass. Car Lighted. 

Full Dome Pass. Car.4.ya 

Trl Level Auto Carrier.6.49 

Old Time Freight Car.2.99 

Old Time Pass. Car.3.99 

CON-COR-N 

S.L. Pass. Car.4.99 

Track Cleaning Car.9.60 

Riv. Pass. Car.7.99 

MODEL POWER-N 

Std. Coach w/interior.4.99 

Std. Combine w/interlor.4.99 

Std. Obs. w/interior.4.99 

Roads Amtrak, PRR, SF, SR 

Auto Transport.6.99 

Crane Car.6.99 

ROUNDHOUSE-N 

50’ Gondola.3.99 

50’Boxcar .3.99 

KADEE-N 

Assort. Cars-Our Choice.5.99 

ALL ROLLING STOCK IS OUR 
CHOICE OF ROADNAME IF YOURS 
IS OUT OF STOCK 


MRC POWERPACKS 

Tech 11 2500 w/moment I urn .. .29.95 

Tech 11 2400 . 22.99 

Tech 11 1500 w/momemtium . 23.99 

Tech 11 1400 .17.99 

Tech 11 2800 Dualpack.25.99 

Tech 11 Cab Control.19.99 

Cab Control 55.9.99 

Cab Control 77.31.99 

Dual Loco Pack V .44.99 

Protrac 1 7000 . 84.95 

extra receiver for above.14.99 

Power Base 600 AC.11.99 

Rheostat HOorN.000 

N.J. INTERNATIONAL 

DC Voltmeter 20-0-20 . 4.99 

DC Ammeter 5-0-5.4.99 

Dual Coll Switch Machine.4 99 

Dual Coil Switch Machine .. .6/24.99 

Mini DPDTCtr OFF Toggle.2.10 

Mini SPDT Momentary Toggle 1.99 

Mini SPST Toggle.1.29 

HO 21 ite Semaphore.7.99 

HO 2 lite Signal.4.79 

H0 3liteSignal.4.99 

HO PRR 8 Position Signal.7.49 

HO or N Crossing Signal 

w/flasher.10.99 

HO 2 lite Ground Signal.3.19 

HO 3 lite Ground Signal.3.29 

N 2 I ite Semaphore.6.99 

N 2 lite Signal .3.99 

N 3 lite Signal .4.79 

N PRR 8 Position Signal .6.99 

Brass Encased Bulbs 12V (2)... .1.19 

Grain of Rice Bulbs 12V (2).1.29 

Micro Bulbs 12V or 1.5V.1.19 

Mini Bulbs 12V or 1.5V.99 

Super Micro Bulbs 1.5V (3).5.99 

MODEL POWER 

Smoke Unit .3.99 

Wire1,2or3cond.roll 1.29 

Wire-1 cond.-500'.12.99 

Wire-2 Cond.-200'.14.99 

Wire-3 Cond.-100'.11.99 

MISCELLANEOUS 

12V GOW Bulbs.2/.99 

12V GOW Bulbs.10/3.99 

12V GOW Bulbs.50/14.99 

Choose red, green, amber, clear 

Terminal Strip 8 post. 

Terminal Strip 12 post. 

Terminal Strip 20 post .... 

CENTRAL VALLEY TRUCKS-HO 


MORE CAMPBELL HO 

751 Timber Trestle.13 

761 Deck Timber Bridge . 

762 Thru Timber Bridge. 

763 Single Track Truss Bridge 

764 Double Track Truss Bridge 

765 Deck Plate Girder Bridge . 

766 Thru Plate Girder Bridge . 

796-799 Ties .pkg. 3 

800 Profile Shingles .2 



Plastic Rail Joiners (24) 










EMPIRE CITY 



HO BUILDING KITS 


MAGNUSON MODELS - HO 

502 Miners Union Hall.17.99 

504 Grain Exchange.19.49 

505 Victoria Falls Hotel.22.99 

506 Victoria Falls Townhouses . 22.99 

507 Bank of Victoria Falls.^-49 

510 Fountain Brewery. 22 " 

511 Burndouts Fireproof 


513 Colfax St. Station.32.99 

515 Union Ave. Freight 

Terminal.24.49 

517 Highlands Sta.19.49 

519 Powerhouse.26.49 

521 Wanglie's Dept. Store.22.99 

523 Wischer's Washer Co.22.99 

524 Tinkner’s Watchworks.22.99 

525 Rick's Place.12.99 

527 VFWD Pumping Sta.21.99 

528 Allen’s Wrench & Mfg. Co. .24.99 

529 Wise Supply Co.24.99 

530 Municipal Bldg.26.99 

531 40’s Era Gas Sta.26.99 

533 Victoria Falls Transfer 

Service.24.99 

702 Miners Union Hall Front_8.49 

704 Grain Exchange Front.8.99 

705 Vic. Falls Hotel Front.12.49 

707 Bank of Vic. Falls Front ... .6.99 

534 Merchants Row .24.99 


536 Art Deco Theatre.24.99 

910'48 Ford Coupe (2).3.99 

911 '39 Chev. Sedan Delivery (2) .3.99 

912 '53 Chev. Belair (2) .3.99 


HELJAN 

639 Fon-du-Lac Pass. Sta. 

640 Passenger Station. 

641 Freight Station. 

642 2 Stall Engine House. 

6436 Stall Roundhouse. 

645 Freight Platforms. 

646 Manual Turntable. 

646M Motirizing Kit . 

648 Railway Yard Set. 

652 Sand & Gravel Silo. 

653 NYC Coaling Station. 

661 Sante Fe Arch Bridge. 

665 Transfer Crane. 

666 Trestle Set. 

670 Grain Mill . 

671 Foundry. 

672 Furniture Factory. 

673 Meat Packing Plant. 

674 Cold Storage Warehouse . 

675 Appliance Warehouse 

676 Steel Supply Warehouse.. 

677 Grain Elevator. 

679 Brewery Bottling Plant ... 
681 Slaughterhouse. 

601 2 Brothers Rest. 

602 2 Retail Stores. 

603 Bank Building. 

604 Woolworth Store. 

605 Fire House . 

610 Coal Yard. 

611 Drug Store. 

ATLAS 

Viaduct. 

Trestle Set. 

MODEL POWER 

1501 Combination Railroad Sta 

1502 Suburban Houses. 

1503 Exxon Station. 

1504 Lift Bridge. 

1505 Motor for #1504 . 

1509 Factory . 

1510 Star-Journal Building 

1511 Fire House . 

1512 Railroad Hotel . 

1513 Farmhouse. 

1514 2 Story Building. 

1515 Railroad Junction. 

1516 Church. 

1517 Barn, Silo & Coop . 

1518 Gravel Unloading Sta. 

1519 Freight Depot. 

1520 Mini Station. 

RAPIDO 

631 3 Stall Roundhouse. 

6333 2 Stall Loco Shed. 

6354 Loco Coaling Facility ... 
6381 Electric Turntable. 

6384 5 Stall Roundhouse. 

6385 Preselector for #6381 . 

6388 Manual Turntable. 

MAGNUSON 

512 Mercury Shoe Co. 

513 Victoria Falls Hotel. 

5182 Stall Enginehouse. 

522 Bank of Victoria Falls. 

526 Tickner’s Watchworks. 

Merchants Row. 

CAMPBELL 

752 Timber Trestle. 

753 Low Curved Trestle. 

754 Tall Curved Trestle. 


; 10.79 
21.60 
21.60 


.99.99 

.39.95 

.44.95 


QUALITY CRAFT-N 

Store & Warehouse.8.79 

Old Style House .5.49 

Freight Station.8.79 

Coaling Station.9.99 

DEMI TRAINS 

Signal Tower.4.79 

Water Tank.9.60 

Rotary Snowplow.9 60 

Tender for Snowplow.4.79 

Crew Car.4.79 

Repair Car.4.79 

Wrecking Crane.7.99 


N SCALE TRACK 


PECO TRACK 

Medium Turnout.5.99 

Long Turnout.7.99 

Curved Turnout.7.99 

Switch Motor.3.49 

RAPIDO TRACK 

Flextrack - 26" .10/29.99 

Straight Track.99 

Curved Track.99 

Remote Switch.14.49 

Manual Switch.8.99 

Remote Curved Switch.15.99 

Remote Dbl. Slip Switch.25.99 


SHINIHARA TRACK 

#4or#6 Turnout .6.49 

#4 WYE Turnout .9.60 

#6 3 Way Turnout .17.60 

#6 Double Crossover.23.99 

#6 Curved Turnout.10.40 

#4 Yard Track.17.60 

Flextrack.10/ 25.20 

Crossing.5.60 

Rail Joiners.99 

ATI/TRIX TRACK 

Remote Curved Switch.8.99 

Remote Dbl. Switch.14.99 

Remote Uncoupler Track.4.99 

Crossing 15% or 30% . 2.99 

































































































































BOOKS 


BOOKS 


BOOKS 


HO BUILDING KITS 


CARLTON 

Rails Around Gotham.27.99 

Erie Lackawanna Story.27.99 

Memories of NYC Steam.27.99 

Reading Power Pictorial.23.99 

Eastern Steam Pictorial.22.49 

GOLDEN WEST 

Pittsburgh & Lake Erie.23.99 

Super Chief.15.20 

Ulster & Delaware.16.99 

American Narrow Gauge.21.60 

Bessimer & Lake Erie.14.40 

California’s Railroad Era.8.80 

Chicago & III. Midland.23.99 

Diesel Years.15.99 

Grand Central .15.99 

MissabeRoad.15.99 

Railroad Caboose.11.20 

Railroad Scene.12.80 

Railroads of Hawaii .17.60 

Rio Grande Glory Days.11.99 

SanteFe Steel Rails.15.20 

SP Steam Locos.11.20 

Streamline Era . 21.60 

Super Power Steamlocos.12.80 

Last of the 3'Loggers.11.99 

Pacific Coast Shay.11.99 

Pine Across the Mountain.16.80 

Rails. Sagebush & Pine.12.80 

Apple Country Interurban .15.99 

Mount Lowe.19-95 

North Shore.12.80 

Pacific Electric .5.25 

Piedmont & Northern.15.20 

Rails of Silver Gate ..12.80 

South Shore.15.20 

HOWELL NORTH 

Age of Steam.19.95 

Cent. Pacific & So. Pacific.23.99 

Delaware & Hudson.12.99 

400.000 Miles by Rail.6.99 

HetchHetchy & It’s Dam RR.... 15.99 

Iron Horse at War.11.99 

Last of Steam .15.99 

Last Whistle.10.40 

Lehigh Valley RR.19.95 

Ma&Pa .7.99 

Maine Teo Footers 7.99 

Mansions on Rails.13.20 

Mixed Train Daily.15.99 

Monon Route.19.95 

Mo Pac Power.23.99 

Narrow Gauge in the Rockies .11.99 

Nevada Co. Narrow Gauge.10.40 

0&W.7.99 

Overland Limited.7.99 

Railroad in the Woods.11.99 

RR of Arizona (vol.1).19.95 

RR of Arizona (vol. 2).23.99 

RR of Nevada (vol. 1 or 2).15.99 

Rio Grande.19.95 

Rip Van Winkle RR.5.99 

Rutland Road.23.99 

Search for Steam.15.99 

Sierra Railway.5.99 

Snowplow.7.99 

So. Pacific Coast .11.99 

St. Louis Car Co.13.20 

Trains We Rope (vol. 1 or 2)... .19.95 

20th Century.10.40 

Unltah Railway.10.40 

Virginias Truckee.2.49 


KALMBACH 

Car Builders Cyclopedia 1940.39.95 

Diesel Spotters Guide.10.20 

Diesel Spotters Guide Update 6.40 

1928 Railroad Atlas.3.99 

Hiawatha Story.23.99 

I Like Trains.5.19 

Interurban Era.15.99 

Journey to Amtrak.7.19 

MR Cyclopedia Vol 1 Steam . . .26.40 
MR Cyclopedia Vol2 Diesel .... 17.60 
Mohawk Refused to Abdicate . .19.95 

Nickle Plate Story.27.99 

OurGM Scrapbook.8.80 

Steams Finest Hour.23.99 

Virginian Railway.14.40 

Steam RR Electrified.23.99 

1980 Cars Loco Cyclopedia ...49.95 

All About Signals.1.60 

HO Primer .3.60 

Track Planning Real. Oper.6.40 

764 Helpful Hints.3.60 

Bridges S Buildings For MR-3.99 

Scenery for MR.3.60 

N Scale Track Pland.2.40 

Track Plans Sectional Track-2.40 

How To Wire.3.99 

101 Track Pland For MR.3.20 


Small RR Ucan Build. 

Easy MR Structures . 

HO RR That Grows. 

Easy to Build Freight Cars... 

N Scale Primer. 

Traction Guidebook. 

Practical Electronic Proj. 

RR Ucan Model . 

How To Operate. 

Pupolar MR Ucan Build. 

Railroad Station Planbook... 
Scratchbuilding MR Station . 

More RR Ucan Build. 

ABC's of MR . 

Creative Layout Design. 

Building Plastic RR Models.. 

Clenchfield RR in N. 

How to Build MR Benchwork 
Classic Articles from MR .... 

Track Ideas from MR. 

MCMILLAN 

Streator Connection. 

Milwaukee Rails. 

Acquaintance with Alco. 

Prairie Rails. 

Route of the Warbonnets.... 
N.J. INTERNATIONAL 
Diesels of the New Haven ... 

C&OH-7 2-8-8-2Series. 

MilwRd. BiPolar. 

USRA 2-8-S-2 Series. 

N.P. Class A 4-8-4’s. 

PRR Q Class. 

Cabooses of the NYC & NH .. 
PFM BOOKS 

Westside. 

Great Northern . 

25 Years of PFM . 

The Mountains . 

PRUETT BOOKS 

So. Pacific Coast . 

C&S Narrow Gauge. 

The Midland Route. 

The San Luis Southern. 

Evening Before the Diesel ... 
Railways Across the Andes .. 

Calif. Central Coast Ry. 

N&W-Giant of Steam. 

Fogg & Steam. 

Silver San Juan. 

Portrait of a Silver Lady. 

QUADRAND PRESS 

Putnam Division. 

Route of the Minuteman .... 

Rails Along the Hudson. 

Handsomest Trains (LV). 

Motive Power CNJ . 

Southern Ry Panorama. 

Remarkable GG-1. 

Twilight Narrow Gauge . 

Trains Northern New England 

N&W Steam. 

Across NY by Trolley. 

EL East. 


. 21.60 
.10.80 
16.80 


.23.99 

35.99 
.27.99 
.31.99 

27.99 
59.95 


RAILROAD AVE. PUBLICATIONS 

The Lehigh Valley.3.2( 

Lehigh & Hudson River.3.2C 

Reading Co.3.95 

Erie Lackawanna.5.2C 

Jersey Central.4.8C 

B&M RR Stations.6.4C 

LV Passenger Cars.11.2C 

STAUFFER 

Pennsy Power 1 or 2.24.9S 

C&OorB&O Power.24.95 

Steam Power NYC.19.95 

NY Central Early Power.24.95 

Thoroughbreds.24.95 

SUNDANCE 

Rio Grande Pictorial.23.95 

Crystal River Pictorial.21.6C 

Roaring Fork Valley.21.6C 

Rio Grande to the Pacific.27.95 

Rainbow Route.39.95 

Mineral Belt vol. 1 or 2.39.95 

2' Between the Rails 1 or 2.31.95 

Articulated Steam Locos.35.95 

Otto Perry's RR Pilgrimage ... .35.95 
SUPERIOR 

Loco Engineers Album.7.95 

Rails West.7.95 

This Was Railroading.7.99 

Logging RR of the West.7.99 

Western Pacific.12.75 

Amtrak Trains & Travel.15.99 

Canadian Pacific.15.99 

Commuter Railroads .7.99 

Lake Superior Iron Ore RR.7.99 

Young RR Book of Steam .2.39 

Rails to Pittsburgh.15.99 

Train Wrecks.7.99 


Penn Station.15.99 

Lines West.7.99 

Northern Pacific.7.99 

Spokane, Portland & Seattle .. .15.99 

MISC. BOOKS 

Six Axle Quartet .10.40 

Southern Calif. & the P.E.7.99 

PCC-Car that Fought Back ... .23.99 

Electric Way Across Mts.25.60 

Under the Sidewalks of N. Y. ... 13.60 

Vanishing Varnish.21.60 

Penn-Rdg Seashore Lines.11.20 

Centennials in action.9.60 

UPC-11 Cabooses.8.40 

UP Motive Power'68-77.9.60 

Union Pacific 77-80.15.20 

West Maryland Diesels.10.40 

4-8-4 Steam Pictorial . 


UP 84 

Rails in the Northwest. 

Rio Grande in the Rockies 

Wheels Rolling West. 

Big Blow. 

Roaring U-50's. 

Locos of the Rio Grande. 

Trolley Talk Vol. 4. 

Western Pacific Pictorial. 

Rails in the Canadian Rockies. 
North Shoreline Memories 
Horsecars to Streamliners 

Rails that Climb . 

SP Bay Area Steam. 

Diesels of the SP-PA's. 

Rail Canada vol 1 or 2. 

Rail Canada vol 3. 

Diesel Loco Rosters. 

Keystone Steam & Electric ... 

Timetable Treasury. 

Zephyrs, Chiefs, & Orphans .. 

DO-Lines. 

Pass. Train Consists. 

Berkshire Era (NKP). 

The Brown Book. 

W.P. Diesel Years. 

Never on Wednesday-hard_ 

Never on Wednesday-soft 

Remember When. 

White Front Cars. 

CN & CP Motive Power. 

New Mexico's RR’s. 

GM SD-40 Series. 

Model RR-Family Guide. 

Diagram Book-PRR. 

Diagram Book-C&O. 

Diagram Book-B&O. 

Diagram Book-Erie. 

Diagram Book-NYC . 

N & W Handbook. 

SP Annuals 66-70 .e 

SP Annuals 71-73.e 

SP Annuals 74/76 . 

SP Annuals 77/80 . 

Overland Route-UP. 

Susquehanna: NYS&W. 

Long Island RR. 

Final Years NYO&W. 

Lehigh & New England. 

Steam in the Alleghenies. 

Chicago Great Western. 

East Broad Top. 

Colorado Memories. 

1978 Railfan Atlas. 

Design Handbook of MR. 

JMC Source Book 


.7.20 


.31.99 

.27.99 

.23.99 


.15.20 

.19.95 

.13.99 

.23.99 


1 N.. 

2 HO .. 


Vol. 3 HO Structures. 

Vol. 4 Scenery. 

Royal Blue Heritage. 

Grand Trunk Heritage. 

Amtrak Heritage. 

L.l. G-5 Heritage. 

Amtrak at Milepost 10. 

Decade of the D&H. 

Shortline RR Guide. 

DL&W in the 20th Century .. 


METAL VEHICLE 
KITS 


QUALITY CRAFT 

HO 65 Chev Step Van 
O 65 Chev Stop Van ..... 


1982Walther’s HO Catalog.7.95 


SUYDAM - HO 

I Furniture Factory. 

4 Buckhorn Mine Ore Plant .. 

5 Black Bart Mine & Shaft ... 

6 Red Lake Hillside Mine .... 

7 Warehouse. 

8 Roundhouse - 3 stalls. 

8X Extra Stall for #8 . 

8X3 3 Extra Stalls for #8. 

9 Enginehouse - 2 stalls. 

II Sawmill Shed & Interior... 

12 Grain Elevator. 

14 Water Heater Co. 

15 Barton Flats Lumber Mill . 

16 Industrial Office Bldg. 

17 Mining Hoist House. 

18 Mining Co. Mill. 

19 Pacific Foundry. 

20 Carbarn-3 track Corr. 

21 Carbarn-2 track Brick. 

21D Carbarn-4 track Brick ... 

22 Amer. Chem & Potash Co. 

23 Amer. C&P Co. Annex- 

24 Wyoming Coal Mine. 

25 Northside Tool & 

Die Co. 

25IN Interior for #25 . 

61 Interlocking Tower. 

64 Station Shed-Comp. Roof. 

65 Station Shed-Corr. Roof .. 

66 Elec. Power Sub-Sta. 

70 Combination Town Depot. 

70IN Interior for #70 . 

71 SMC Hobby Shop. 

72 Pollies Theatre. 

73 Main St. Sta. Bldg. 

74 Electronics Plant. 

75 Triangle Cafe . 

80 Modern Yard Tower. 

81 Grand June. Box Fact. .. 

82 Purina Chows. 

83 Sunkist Citrus Ex. 

85 Swift Meat Packing. 

86 Wells Fargo Ex. Sta. 

87 Mail Pouch Tobacco Barn . 

88 Bekins Storage W'house.. 

88IN Interior for #88 . 

501 Mission Style Sta. 

502 1887 Passenger Depot . 

503 Modern Station. 

504 Standard Station. 

511 1886 Freight Station .... 
514 Box Car Freight House . 

522 Diesel House . 

536 1879 Water Tank. 

541 Modern Factory. 

542 Rail-Truck Terminal. 

543 Modern Industry. 

552 Modern Stores (2). 

561 Lumber Rack & Office ... 

562 Lumber Co. Store & Shed 

563 Complete Lumber Yard .. 

564 Lumber Co. Office only.. 

566 Union Ice Co. 

571 Old Town Buildings. 

572 Old Town Lodgings. 

573 Old Town Bus. Blk. 

574 Old Town Homes (3) .... 

575 Curio & Antique Shoppw. 

576 Brown Bungalow. 

577 Dr. Whyte’s House. 


HELJAN 

360 Chemical . 

361 Appliance Warehouse.... 

362 Steel Supply W'house — 

678 HO/N Brewery. 

679 HO/N Bottling Plant. 

681 HO/N Slaughterhouse ... 

802 3 Stall Roundhouse. 

803 Add On for Roundhouse.. 

804 Manual Turntable. 

804M Motorizing Kit. 

805Grain Mill . 

806 Grain Elevator . 

807 Brewery Complex . 

820 Railroad Hotel . 

842 2Stall Enginehouse. 

901 Two Brothers Restaurant . 

902 Two Retail Stores. 

903 Corner Bank Building .... 

904 Woolworlh Store. 

905 Fire House. 

906 Court House. 

907 City Hall . 

908 Gas Station. 

909 Theatre. 

910 Coal Yard . 

911 Corner Drug Store. 

912 Ford Factory.. 


15 Edison's Lab.. 


























































PAINTING I Kadee HO 

DEPARTMENT " 


PAASCHE AIRBRUSHES 

Model H set with airbrush 3 tips 

jars 2 cans propel,etc.39.95 

Model H-3 w/alrbrush,jars,caps, 

2cans propel, etc.29.95 

Air Erasor Kit (sandblaster).49.95 

Replacement tip for H .5.99 

Moisture Trap.6.99 

Resperator w/fllters .17.99 

BADGER AIRBRUSHES 
Model 200 deluxe kit complete 
w/alrbrush, jars, caps, 2 cans 

J3S5T 



_lel 350 as above .24 

Model 250-1 airbrush 
Propel-small can 
Pro pel-large 
Vi" fitting fc 

Jar & Cover . 

Guide to Alrbrushing ... 

MILLER COMPRESSOR 

with automatic shut-off. 

Adaptor for Paasch, etc. 

Pressure Relief Valve 
FLOQUIL PAINTS 

Railroad Colors . 

Polly-S FIR Colors 


235 Spring Pick 

1-19 

334 Uncoupler Gluing Jig 

33" Wheel Sets 

pkg. 4.99 

KADEEN 

1023 Assembled Couplers 

2 pr. 2.49 


EiS 

1030 RB Trucks w/couplers 

pr. 1.99 
pk. 1.89 

OSCALE 


ea. 4/19.99 
.10/27.99 
.24/54.95 


PAINTING ACCESSORIES 

ACCU-PAINT1 oz. 

ACCU-PAINT Thinner pint .. 

ACCU-CALS Multipack. 

Hobby Black #1 or #2 5 oz. 

Micro Scale Decals HO. 

Micro Scale Decals N . 

Herald King Decals. 

Testors Dullcoat . 

Tenax 7R Cement. 

Solzaset . 

A-WEST Weather-lt. 

Squadron Green Putty. 

Magic Masker . 

Micro Kristal Clear . 

Scalecoat Washaway pint ... 


Champ Decal Set . 


.8.99 



ATLAS 

F-9 Diesel. 

8 Wheel Caboose 
WTD Switcher ... 

Flextrack. 

Flextrack. 

Remote Turnout 
KADEE 

805 Couplers. 

ATHEARN 

Freight Trucks_ 

EMPIRE CITY 


40’Boxcar Klt-und. 

50’P.D. Boxcar klt-und . 

40’ Boxcar Kit-PRR.le.wr 

50’ P.D. Boxcar Klt-Chessle .. .14.99 

QUALITY CRAFT 

4 Wheel Trucks .pr.2.79 

Buckeye Trucks.pr. 5.60 

SL Pass. Trucks.pr. 7.99 

Store & Warehouse.29.95 

Sgl. Stall Eng. House.31.99 

Freight House.19.95 

PRR N-8 Caboose.89.95 

WEAVER 

36’Hopper.11.99 

36' Covered Hopper.12.99 

36’WoodchlpCar.12.99 

HOT STUFF 
Reg. or Super T 

7 gram Bottle .1.99 

14 gram Bottle.3.19 

2oz. Bottle.9.60 

extra tubing.50 


CON-COR N 
NEW 

2-8-2 Heavy Mikado 
$69.95 

Vanderbilt Tender 
$23.99 

Deluxe Big Boy 
$149.95 


381 Moto Tool & Acces.49.95 

281 Moto Tool & Acces.42.95 

3701 Moto Tool & Acces.43.99 

2217 Moto Tool Holder .14.95 

228 Deluxe Router Kit .15.95 

229 Router Attachment.9.99 

210 Drill Press .18.99 

217 Foot Speed Control .23.99 

219 Speed Control .18.99 

232 Moto Flex Tool .59.95 

701 Deluxe Moto Lathe.44.95 

571 Moto Shop.59.95 

572 Deluxe Moto Shop .69.95 

550 Moto Saw.44.95 

580 4” Table Saw .69.95 

Fine Tooth Blade for 580 . 4.99 

Vacuum Attachment for 580 .1.49 

Saw Dust Bailor 580 . 4.99 

730 Disc-Belt Sander.59.95 

Sanding Discs for 730 . 3.95 

Sanding Belt for 730.3.95 

290 Electric Engraver.11.99 

2215 D-VIse/Tool Holder .19.95 

Safety Goggles .2.99 

600 6 piece Router Bit Set.19.95 

ALL ACCESSORIES IN STOCK 
PANAVISE 

300 Original Base.10.99 

305 Low Profile Base.10.99 

380 Vacuum Base .14.99 

303 Original Head .13.49 

304 Low Profile Head .13.99 

315Circuit Board Holder .14.99 

366 Wide Opening Head .12.99 

EMPIRE CITY 

USA made high speed drills 

Set of 61-80.11.99 

Set of 1-60 . 34.95 

50-70 .ea. .70 

70-80 .ea. .89 

GENERAL TOOLS 

HO/N/O/S12” ruler .3.99 

Adjustable work holder.7.99 

Wire Stripper & Cutter.2.49 

Vernier Calipers .3.99 

Binocular Magnifier.11.99 

MLR TRACK TOOLS 

Track Tool.1.99 

Parallel Tool .1.99 

Soldering Tool .1.99 

Ballast Laying Tool .4.99 

Specify HO, HOn3 or N 

NMRA HO Gauge.1.99 


MOUNTAINS IN MINUTES 

Basic Landscape Kit.17.99 

Pari A4B Refill (pts.).9.99 

Latex Rubber Compound (pt.).. .3.99 

Natural Rock Casting.6.99 

Set of Earth Stains.4.69 

PERMASCENE 

Reg. lOoz. Box.1.79 

Large 24oz. Box.2.99 

RAINBOW 

Dry Colors-ea. pkg.1.49 

see scenery book for colors 
COLOR RITE SCENERY 

Complete Rock Mold Set.14.99 

Waterfall Kit.3.29 

Lake & River Kit.4.79 

Set of Rock & Earth Stains.6.99 

LIFE LIKE 

Lychen-sm.2.49 

Lychen-lg.4.79 

Grass or Earth-sm.1.39 

Grass or Earth-lg.1.99 

Ballast Cement.1.79 

Smoke or Track Cleaner.1.79 

Trees-Box.2.49 

WOODLAND SCENICS 

Tree Kit.2.99 

Large Tree Kit .4.99 

Turf or Foliage.1.49 

Mini Scenes.5.99 

Paint Set.2.25 

Scenic Details series 298 . 2.39 

Scenic Details series 398 . 3.19 

Scenic Details series 498 . 3.99 

Scenic Details series 798 . 6.39 

Smiley’s TowServIce.11.99 

Maple Leaf Cemetary.11.99 

Memorial Park.11.99 


N SCALE TRACK 
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STYRENE 

FOR THE SCRATCH BUILDER 




evergreen 


SCALE MODELS, INC. 
Redmond, WA 98052 


^2233 



its own crate by plating the outside with 
pieces of plywood or hardboard. No crate has 
yet been too heavy for me to move around or 
for two movers to carry up from a cellar to 
the van. 

C.A. FORTER 
Roswell, N.M. 

In response to recent correspondence relat¬ 
ing to the moving of model railroad equip¬ 
ment, I'm passing along some of my experi¬ 
ences. 

I found that it’s worth taking all of the 
benchwork when you move. Considering the 
cost of lumber these days, remember that 
much of it is reusable in a new and totally 
different layout. The only thing that is not 
really salvageable is the plaster scenery. It is 
subject to damage and is bulky to ship. 

Because my layouts are rambling affairs, 
many professional movers come unglued 
when faced with moving them. Here are 
some suggestions, however, that might be 
helpful: 

1. Try to pack as much as possible of your 
own layout. Not only is it less expensive, but 
you know how to pack it better. 

2. From what I have seen, movers are in¬ 
capable of dismantling a layout and discon¬ 
necting the wiring. Do it yourself. 

3. If you elect to ship your layout in sec¬ 
tions, remove anything that stands more 
than a half inch above or below the roadbed 
boards. Remove switch machines and, espe¬ 
cially, wiring which tends to get tangled with 
other things. 

4. Movers like to pack their vans as tightly 
as possible to prevent a lot of rattling around 
of household goods during transit. This can 
be rough on a section of layout stashed un¬ 


protected in a van. It also means that the 
movers don’t at all mind “fill-in” items such 
as the lumber from your layout benchwork. 

In the final analysis, it’s probably advis¬ 
able to take everything you can. The amount 
of packing you do yourself must depend on 
your level of confidence in the moving com¬ 
pany. 

JACK KRAMER 
Libertyville, Ill. 


European railroads 

Thank you for printing my letter in the 
Helper Service of the December RMC. Unfor¬ 
tunately, I had only three responses, and un¬ 
til more European prototype modelers take 
more interest in the full-size railways, there 
will continue to be little coverage in Ameri¬ 
can magazines. 

European model railroaders don’t ignore 
American ideas and many American layouts 
appear in their magazines. 

GEOFF MONEY 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada 

Fogg painting 

Will it be possible to obtain a copy of the 
print used on your 1982 RMC calendar? 

WILEY M. BRYAN 
Raleigh, N.C. 

The Howard Fogg painting displayed on 
the 1982 RMC calendar will not be available 
in any other form but the calendar—W.C.S. 

Helper service 

I would like information on hi-rail wrecking 
cranes. 

JON HANSON 

7824 Irish Ave. S. 

Cottage Grove, MN 55016 



i Come feast at our table - 
The MINIATURE MAGAZINE 


In each issue of The MINIATURE 
MAGAZINE we prepare a banquet of 1/12 
scale delights . . . house plans, reviews, 
techniques, ceramics, construction articles 
and a host of other 
mouthwatering 

dishes. 

ELIforV* -,vf i 

all - no one 


Please^^P 
let us set a place 
for you at our next 
| quarterly feast, by 
^^subscribing today. 

Don’t 


USE THIS COUPON TO ORDER 


Carstens Publications, Inc. 

P.O. Box 700, Dept. 2318 
Newton, NJ. 07860 


It is a pleasure to accept your invitation. 
Please send me The MINIATURE MAGA¬ 
ZINE, published quarterly, starting with the 
next issue. I have enclosed my check or 
money order for the subscription checked 
below. 

□ One Year (4 issues) at *6.00 

□ Two Years (8 issues) at >10.00 

□ Three Years (12 issues) at *15.00 

I enclose my check or money 
order for * _. 


Address 


City-- -— 

State Zip 

please type or print legibly 



















I would like information, photos, etc. on 
the Pennsylvania Reading seashore Lines. 
Equipment, stations or anything connected 
with this would be helpful. 

TONY BEATRICI 
950 Howe Ave. 

#4 

Sacramento, CA 95825 

I am interested in obtaining information 
on the history of America’s first built train, 
as well as the first railroad model or toy train 
set ever built. 

SHARON M. JOHNSON (CBt) 

ECO 3rd Ave. BN 
APO NY 09047 

I need photos and information regarding 
the Pennsylvania's cinder car. 

LARRY MANKINS 

1013 Third St 
Marietta, OH 45750 

I am seeking information about New En¬ 
gland railroads. I am primarily interested in 
Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont rail¬ 
roads. 

JAY R. CIAMPI 
P.O. Box 634 
Lake Placid, FL 33852 

I would like any information on the British 
Columbia Hydro Railway. 

MARTIN MOEN 

28 Cocks Way S.E. 


Pacific. Also some photos and drawings on 
that car, if available, would help. 

SID MADDEN 

156 Brookside Drive. 

Portola Valley, CA 94025 

I want to correspond with anyone having 
interest/information on Italian and Swiss 
State Railways (standard gauge). 

BLAINE L. BACHMAN 
5138A North St. 

Eielson AFB, AR 99702 

I would like information/photos concerning 
twin or triple bay covered hoppers. I also 
want information about four bay center flow 
hoppers used for hauling sand and grain on 
the Soo, BN, NP, CNWand Rock Island rail¬ 
roads. 

RONALD T. ROBERTS 

Rt. 1 

Brandon, WI 53919 

I would like to obtain rosters of FEC and 
SCL/LN Family Lines equipment. 

JAY R. CIAMPI 

P.O. Box 634 
Lake Placid, FL 33852 

I would like to obtain pictures, plans or 
other information on C&NWs HE-15 loco. 

L.D. RILEY 
1608 Johnson St. 

Garden City, KS 67846 


HOI TREES 

Make realistic model trees from 
g natural looking flexible plastic 
I tree structures enhanced with 
I ground foam foliage... 2 : 4"high 
I 45 ASSORTED TREES.. $ 7.98 
* 2 Colors Ground Foam Foliage Included 


SCENIC CRAFT BOX 862 EDMOND. 0 


Kailroadiana 

3444 Locomotive Numberplate $29.95 

Four Chime Whistle $11.59 
ALC0 Richmond Builder Plate $29.95 

UP-IC-BN Paperweight $3.59 

J*s* Vicart Products m. 



ALL AMERICAN 
• ALL BRASS 

Passenger car sides, 
wood roof and floor, 
ctr. sill 

NOW S24.50 

Order direct - or better yet, 
from your dealer 



Medicine HAT Alta 
Canada TIB 1R7 

I would like information about the 40 foot 
three bay hopper cars used by the Southern 


I’m especially interested in pass exchanges 
from countries other than the United States. 

LARRY PAXSON 
RR1 Box 23B 
Argonia, KS 67004 


NEW! 

SceneMaster 


CRAFTSMAN LANDSCAPING MATERIALS 


•SceneMaster 


the finest in scenery 


Deluxe SceneMaster Landscaping can help you turn a 
tabletop of lifeless plastic into a realistic miniature 
world! Anyone can create a breathtakingly real land¬ 
scaped display, quickly and easily. The unique scientific 
formulation lets you blend different colors and textures 
to make hundreds of different effects. 


• High quality 

• Superior realism 

• Complete system 

• Natural colors 

• Nonmagnetic 


• Low price 

• All scales 

• Colorfast 

• Fine textures 

• Triple screened 


Ask for SceneMaster today at your local hobby retailer! 


RAILROAD MODEL CRAFTSMAN 
























VIRNEX INDUSTRIES, Inc. 

ANNOUNCES THE PURCHASE OF 

the STEWART PRODUCTS line 

OF FINE METAL KITS AND ACCESSORIES 
BACK IN PRODUCTION ARE THE FOLLOWING 

In H-0 & N gauges; 25 Ton diesel electric crane, Diesel service facilities. 
Car washers and Diesel oil storage tank £ pump house. 

In H-0 only; Watchmans shanty. Operating railway scale, Scale test car. 
Micro-wave relay tower, Hi-tension tower. 

H-0 Flat car loads; Air cooled transformer. Turbine gear £ blocking kit, 
Diesel generator kit. Oil field stationary boiler. Refinery type pressure 
tank kit. Extra sections for boiler or tank. Ship propellers and Strip 
steel coils. 

VIRNEX Industries, Inc. 

ROUTE 1, BOX 154 B HERWIC RD. REEDSBURG, Wl 53959 (608) 254 6256 


f ' ' A 


Dispatchers 
M<sp©rt........... 



industry news 

Cir-Kit Concepts, Inc., 608 N. Broadway, J 

Rochester, MN 55901, has been purchased 
by Vern Skare. The company will continue to 
develop and sell its miniature lighting line. 

Adventures in Miniature, makers of plas¬ 
ter scenery products in HO and N scale, has 
been purchased by Tied Laverty, Jeff Miller 
and Allen Phillips. The new address is: I 

A.I.M. Products, P.O. Box 1186b, Winston- 


Tru-Scale is three complete, 
interchangeable track systems 
for your HO model railroad. 
Use our Plain Roadbed as base 
and embankment with plastic 
or fiber-tie track. Eliminate 
kinky track, muffle noises and 
simplify installation. Do most 
of the work at the bench. 
Self-gauging Roadbed assures 
exact rail automatically with 
milled tie-plates. Use our Tie 
Stain and Liquid Ballast for 
the authentic appearance of 
our world-famous Ready-Track 
easily and save money, too. 

Tru-Scale 

Box 8157 Prairie Village. Ks. 66208 


Salem, N.C. 27106. 



N scale product news 

The following products have recently been 
released by Detail Associates, P.O. Box 197, 
Santa Maria, CA 93456: anvil and stand (No. 
8418); toilet and tank (No. 8421); urinal (No. 
8422); small sink (No. 8423); large sink (No. 
8424); paper waste bin (No. 8427); change 
lockers (No. 8428); pot belly stove (No. 8429); 
waiting bench (No. 8430); and a White truck 
tractor, cab over engine, two axle (No. 8705). 

HO scale product news 

The Ozarks Model Railroad Association, 
do Charlie Dischinger, 2541 Allen Dr., 
Springfield, MO 65807, is offering a limited, 
special edition run of five 40-foot MP “Route 
of the Eagles” boxcars. These cars were de¬ 
livered in the early 1950’s and all subsidaries 
of the MoPac (Missouri Pacific 30943; 
Missouri-Illinois 4249; New Orleans, Texas & 
Mexico 17383; St. Louis, Brownsville & Mex¬ 
ico 19897; and International Great Northern 
17627) are included. Individual cars are 
priced at $5.50, plus $1.50 shipping for up to 
three cars, or in sets of five for $25.00. Add 


ANOTHER HO RS-1? 

Better than ever, too. 
Wait 'till you see it. 

At your dealer soon 

Send SSAE for latest 


ACTIONLINE 




MARCH 1982 


























••• 


HO SPECIALISTS 

SERVICE IS OUR SPECIALTY 


• •• 


SPECIAL ANNOUNCMENT 

ANOTHER SPECIAL SERVICE FOR OUR WONDERFUL 
CUSTOMERS - ATOLL FREE LINE DIRECTTO OUR ORDER 
DEPARTMENT. CALL 1-800-345-1179 FOR ORDERS ONLY 
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 11AM TO 5PM EASTERN TIME. 
FOR ALL OTHER INFORMATION CALL 215-353-7567 
I WOULD LIKE TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO THANK 
ALL OF YOU FOR MAKING OUR BUSINESS WHAT IT IS. 

MANY THANX, FLORETTE 


































PLASTIC GMDD WIDE CAB KIT 


Suggested Retail $14.98 ONLY $13.00 
2 for $25.00 


JUNECO SW1200RS CONVERSION KIT 

Suggested Retail $13.45 ONLY $10.75 
2 for $20.00 




Our latest s 

decals now 
available at your 
nearest hobby store! 


Si 


IMI E NEWPORT CIRCLE,SANTA ANA, CA. • 2709 


$2.00 for shipping on orders of four or more 

Cal-Scale, P.O. Box 475, Pinedale, CA 
93650, has eight new passenger car castings 
available: Air conditioning receptacles (PE- 
355); vapor traps (VT-358); standard era car 
steps (PS-356); battery receptacles (PE-354); 
HSC brake system for modern streamline 
cars (AB-359); type GK 20kw generator (GE- 
352); type GL 25kw generator (GE-353); and 
type G 35kw generator (GE-357). 

Oriental Limited, 4001 N. St. Joseph Ave., 
Evansville, IN 47712, has announced the ar¬ 
rival of their GE U23B and U30B models in 
brass. Also, they have announced plans to 
import the following engines during the com¬ 
ing year: Sugar Pine Lumber Co.’s No. 10, an 
80-ton two truck Shay; EMD F3A, F3B, 
SD7 and SD9. 

Cannonball Car Shops, 127 E. Second, Roa¬ 
noke, IN 46783, has announced that they 
have changed from silk screened letters to 
printed letters on their PS-1 car sides. They 
will be releasing the following “steam era” 
car kits in early 1982: Monon “Hoosier Line” 
with white band and painted doors (No. 
40003), $7.95, L&N “The Old Reliable” script 
slogan (No. 40016), set of two different num¬ 
bers $13.95; B&M in a set of two different 
road numbers, $13.95; Western Pacific with 
feather logo (No. 40018), $7.95. The following 
mid-1950’s “transition era” cars are also due 
to be released: B&M bright blue with block 
letter logo (No. 40200), $7.95; Monon with 
the MON reporting marks and two different 
road numbers (40201), $13.95; Western Pa¬ 
cific with a different feather logo (No. 40202), 
$7.95; Canadian Pacific International of 
Maine with two different road numbers (No. 
40203), $13.95. Modernized PS-l’s due to be 
released include: IC and ICG boxcars with 
extra A ends (No. 40300) on a set of two cars, 
$13.95; LOAM and FJ&G in Penn Central 
green (No. 40301), $13.95; Chessie m.o.w. in 
bright green (No. 40302), $7.95; and AT&SF 
bright red with black ends (No. 40303), $7.95. 

Campbell Scale Models, P.O. Box 121, Tus- 
tin, CA 92680, has released a new kit called 
the Tobacco shop. This wood kit features 
injection-molded plastic details. 

The following items are expected soon 
from Detail Associates, P.O. Box 197, Santa 
Maria, CA 93456; EMD NW style large 
headlight; SP Baldwin headlight housing; 


48" flat top fan grill; Milw. switcher and road 
unit style spark arrestors; safety light; and 
SW and NW radiator frames and screens. 



Three new scenic details are available from 
Woodland Scenics, P.O. Box 266, Shawnee 
Mission, KS 66201. No. D229, steam engine 
and hammer mill, sells for $3.98; No. D235, 
track type loader CAT Six Traxcavator, sells 
for $4.98; and No. D237, Insley model K 
back hoe, sells for $7.98. 



Key Imports, Inc., 99 Lyford Dr. No. 44, 
Tiburon, CA 94920, has announced the ar¬ 
rival of the following locomotives: N&W Y-6b 
with either a conventional smokebox door or 
a horizontal door; NKP No. 627 and AC&Y 
No. 407 modified USRA Mikados; and two 
NYC Mohawks—the L-2a and the L-2d. 

Little Things, 93 W. 9th St., Deer Park, 
L.I., NY 11729, has released a new sign kit. 
No. 00-206 contains street billboards and 
sells for $2.75. 

North American Diesel Locomotive Works, 
824 Elysian Ave., Toledo, OH 43607 has 



LOCOMOTIVE TEST UNITS 


H0N3 
LT2N3-4. 
LT2N3-8 


PRECISION MANUFACTURING CO. 
4546 Sinclair Rd., San Antonio, TX 78222 


MARCH 1982 

































released their SD40-2 in undecorated and 
D&RGW and SP schemes, selling for $44.95 
powered, and $20.95 (undecorated) and 
$25.95 painted and lettered. SP/SSW super¬ 
details ($13.00) and D&RGW superdetails 
($12.00) are available separately. They have 
Athearn-type motors and gearing. 

S scale product news 

Three sets of people (Set A—city people; 
Set B—house people; and Set C—workmen), 
an automobile, and chairs are available from 
Scenery Unlimited, 310 Lathrop Ave., River 
Forest, IL 60305. The people sell for $2.65 a 
set, the automobile is $3.98 and the chairs 
are two for $1.98. Add $2.50 postage on all 
orders. 

A brass D&RGW C-19 and a standard 
gauge USRA light Mikado will be coming 
soon from Peter Bilt Locomotive Works, P.O. 
Box 749, Chama, N.M. 87520. 

A craftsman type kit for the Gramps Oil 
facility at Chama, New Mexico, is available 
for $29.95 from the Chama Car & Structure 
Co., do PBL, P.O. Box 749, Chama, N.M. 
87520. 

0 scale product news 

The Erection Shops, Fine Scale Models, 
P.O. Box 518, Colma, CA 94014, has an¬ 
nounced plans to release O scale steam era 
railroad signs. The following signs will be 
available; crossbucks (ES103); yard limit 
(ES104); whistleposts (ES105); crossing 
posts (ES106); speed limit (ES107); tunnel 
(ES108); and slow order (ES109). The signs 
are to be ready-made of wood, painted, let¬ 
tered and slightly weathered. The large signs 
will be packed singly and the small signs by 
the pair. The retail price will be $1.95 per 
package. 

Quality Craft Models, Inc., 177 Wheatley 
Ave., Northumberland, PA 17857, will be of¬ 
fering six different versions of tank cars. 
These will be available in 40- and 50-foot 
lengths, with both round and flat ends and 
three different manway arrangements. The 
prototypes for these cars were built by Union 
Tank Car. Die work was also started on their 
line of O scale trucks. The first one will be a 
100-ton modern roller bearing style with self¬ 
equalizing trucks and 36" wheels. A new line 
of hopper cars, called the Collectable Series, 
is also being introduced. These cars will con¬ 


sist of a limited run of 200 cars per road 
name. Present plans call for the following 
models to be released: C&NW, D&H, Monon, 
Peabody, PRR (oxide red) and a special lim¬ 
ited run of 150 three-car sets containing B&O 
ribbed, C&O ribbed, and RDG offset hop¬ 
pers. Limited runs of 200 cars of the follow¬ 
ing wood chip cars will also be available: 
Idaho Forest Ind. (white), Weyerhaeuser 
(green), IC (orange) and Celotex (blue). 

Decal news 

Microscale Decals, Krasel Industries, 1821 
E. Newport Circle, Santa Ana, CA 92704, 
has released the following new decal sets: EL 
Soo, and N&W modern gondolas (87-327); 
Frisco, SP&S and OP&E modern boxcars 
(87-328); 1920-30 era “ultra modern” letter¬ 
ing (87-329); and Penninsula Tterminal, Mid¬ 
dletown & New Jersey, and NH&I modern 
boxcars (87-330). 

Herald King, Miller Advertising, 1627 Li¬ 
lac Dr., Manitowoc, WI 54220, has released 
the following HO decal sets: MKT green 40' 
or 50' boxcar (B-192), NAR 1979 olive/gold 
50' boxcar (B-420), Hillsdale County 1979 or¬ 
ange 50' boxcar (B-1242), Seattle & North 
Coast 1980 green and yellow boxcar (B- 
1730), CSS&SB 1979,yellow 50' boxcar IB- 
1740), South Branch Valley 1979 yellow 50' 
boxcar (B-1760), MKT 1979 green ACF two- 
bay covered hopper (H-190), Northampton & 
Bath 1975 gray two-bay covered hopper (H- 
520), Burlington Route 1968 gray PS cov¬ 
ered hopper (H-652), M&StL gray two-bay 
covered hopper (H-1330), Hercules Pro-Fax 
gray ACF four-bay covered hopper (PR-129), 
CP Rail 1972 FP7 or F7B diesel unit (L-5), PA 
Train 1980 F7 diesel unit (L-1750), B&M 
1981 piggyback trailer (Z-620). All of the 
above sets retail for $.95. 

Railroadiana 

Boddy Northern Lines, South 4021 Crest¬ 
line, Spokane, WA 99203, has pen sets avail¬ 
able, complete with a car or caboose of your 
railroad choice. Send an SSAE for informa- 

The Erie Railfan Society, do Ray Threlfall, 
P.O. Box 146, Newfoundland, NJ 07435, has 
announced a special limited edition 10 oz. 
mug commemorating the 100th anniversary 
of the Erie Railroad. The mugs sell for $4.95 
each, plus $1.00 shipping. 


ZONA SAWS 

The one and only famousJine of hobby si 


Razor #200 — $2.10 
00 — $1.85 



Saw set #100 — $3.69 
Replacement blades available at your dealer 

F,A.I. Model Supply P.O. Box 3957 


STRAIGHT TALK on 

BRASS PRICES! 


Complete listing of brass replica locomo¬ 
tives. Original prices, current values, pro¬ 
duction dates, quantities, prototype 
notes and much more. Indispensable for 
modelers, collectors, dealers, appraisers 
and insurance men. Contains valuable 
investment tips, plus advice on mainte- 

dealer experience never before pub¬ 
lished. Lavishly illustrated, 7 X 10 soft 


rwiin pi 


$1195 

Calif, res. 


darwin publications 












































































CM Shops, Inc., P.O. Box 49, Newfound¬ 
land, NJ 07435, has some new Whistlestop 
Mugs with the following railroad heralds: 
Clinchfield, DM&IR, Illinois Central, Nickel 
Plate, Soo Line and Wabash. All are priced at 
$4.95 each, plus $1.00 handling on direct or¬ 
ders. 

Virginia Craftsmen Guild, Inc., P.O. Box 
2966, Richmond, VA 23235, has two new ex¬ 
hibit display kits available for collectors of all 
sorts. The tall case is 13"/:#" high X 17 V' 
wide X Tk" deep. The wide case is 7“/w" high 
X 23V' wide X 5V' deep. All hardware is 
supplied. 

Walter E. Lee, Inc., 2789 Philmont Ave., 
Huntingdon Valley, PA 19006, has castings 
made of Eaglestone that duplicate PRR en¬ 
gine plates, station signs and other memora¬ 
bilia. Baldwin engine plates may be ordered 
as a plate or a clock). For more information, 
contact the firm. 

For a six page list of slides of steam, diesel 
and electric locos, plus freight and passenger 
cars, contact FJC Products, PO. Box 3102, 
Newport, DE 19804-0102. The list and a 
sample slide costs $1.00. 

The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Histori¬ 
cal Society, PO. Box 13578, Baltimore, MD 
21203, has Capitol Dome and B&O builder 
plate replicas. An SSAE will bring further in¬ 
formation. 

Unique woodcraft, 1677 Walleye Dr., Crof- 
ton, MD 21114, has wooden hinged door dis¬ 
play cases in the following sizes: 12" wide X 
24" tall, priced at $110.00; 22" wide X 32" 
tall, priced at $175.00; 22" wide X 37 'k" tall, 
priced at $200.00; and 31" wide X 48" tall, 
priced at $280.00. 

Rons Art, Studio D, 5436 E. Cambridge, 
Phoenix, AZ 85008, is offering sets of four 
16"X24" signed and numbered prints of Jan 
P. Rons paintings. The subjects are Colorado 
narrow gauge and are available as a set for 
$80.00, or individually for $25.00 each. 

Div. 3 MCR/NMRA is offering four color 
patches with their division logo, selling for 
$1.00. They can be obtained by writing to: 
Dale Waddell, 3648 Greenstone Ct., Dayton, 
OH 45430. Be sure to enclose an SSAE. 

K&L House of Wood 2279 Calfax, Long 
Beach, CA 90815, will be caring the original 
Dietz kerosene lantern with a clear globe. 
The lantern is 10" tall and has a fuel capacity 
of 8 oz. The price is $10.95, plus $1.50 for 
postage and handling. 

The Rio Grande Division RMR/NMRA is 
offering a color patch with their division 
name on it for $3.50. It can be ordered from: 
Fred Morton, 10401 Gloria PI. N.E., Albu¬ 
querque, NM 87112. 

Mainliner Railroad (P.O. Box 2086, 
Bracebridge, Ontario, P0B ICO, Canada) has 
playing cards with railroad photos. They can 
be used for standard card games or for rail¬ 
road train-make up games. The cards cost 
$2.99 for one pack, $4.99 for two; $1.00 ship¬ 
ping should be added to orders. 

Cloth railroad emblems are made by W.N. 
Rich, 137 Old Long Ridge Rd., Stamford, CT 
06903. A catalog is available for a large 
(8"xl0") envelope with 410 postage. 

Baseball style caps with railroad emblems 
are available from C'N'J Enterprises, PO. 
Box 69, Plymouth, PA 18651. The caps sell 
for $5.00 and come in most major road 

catalogs 

America's Hobby Center, Inc., 146 West 
22nd St., New York, NY 10011, has released 
RAILROAD MODEL CRAFTSMAN 


ADD HISTORY 
TO YOUR PIKE 

A small gold mine based 
on the mines of the 
Spaniards in the 1700’s 
when they came to the 
Southwest. All Basswood 
with die cast “wooden 
peg gears” driven by a 
water wheel. HO Model 
090, N Model 590. 

Send $1.50 for illustrated 
Catalog of Models to: 

MUIR MODELS INC. 

2020E South Susan 
Santa Ana, Calif. 92704 



miSTA GOLD MINE 
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HERE’S GREAT NEWS!!! 



It’s the new colorful 
RAILFAN & RAILROAD 
Magazine. 

In 1974 Railfan started a fine 
new tradition of informative, 
highly accurate, upbeat rail- 
fanning features—past and 
present; steam, diesel and 
traction. 


In 1906 Railroad Magazine 
started the oldest continuous 
tradition in the railfan press, 
one that has been known and 
loved for decades. 

Now, we bring you Railfan & 
Railroad, tastefully combin¬ 
ing the best of both, and 

featuring new full color cover¬ 
age inside the magazine! 


Readers of Railfan & Railroad will find the things they liked best in both 
publications carefully continued in this new format. 


Subscribe now to avoid missing what’s coming up. 


f Carstens Publications, Inc. 
PO Box 700 
Newton, NJ 07860 


Dept. 2813 


Yes, I want to be a subscriber to the new Railfan & Railroad Magazine. I enclose 

$-in check or money order. Please enter my subscription as indicated 

below: 


□ 1 Year, $8.00 □ 2 Years, $14.00 
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their new catalog. It contains 160 illustrated 
pages and sells for $2.00. 

Cary Locomotive Works, 508 Cary-Algon- 
quin Rd., Cary, IL 60013, has just released 
their new catalog, which includes some new 
items, such as the USRA (heavy and light) 
Mikado boilers and EMD Flexicoil truck side 
frames. 

The new Faller catalog and price list are 
available for $3.00 from Wm. K. Walthers, 
Inc., 5601 West Florist Ave., Milwaukee, WI 
53218. Walthers is the exclusive United 
States distributor for the German made kits, 
which are compatible with Marklin and North 
American layouts. 

Electrical product news 

, Cir-Kit Concepts, Inc., 608 N. Broadway, 
Rochester, MN 55901, has announced a new, 
thinner and more adhesive conductive tape 
for use in miniature work. 

Alan's Custom Control Systems, 10219 
Pinewood Ave., Suite 12, Tujunga, CA 
91042, has re-released Blockhead I, a block 
control system. The new release consists of 
software improvements and the addition of 
turnout control hardware. The system is de¬ 
signed to use relays to control power to a 
block segment and detect when it becomes 
occupied. The controller used in the system is 
capable of preforming a next block search for 
loops, reversing loops, and return routes. Up 
to four alternate route searches are made in 
four separate tables. The unit can find alter¬ 
nate routes, as well as finding an escape from 
sidings. The controller also applies power to 
turnouts as the train advances over the route 
and correctly aligns the turnouts. A catalog 
is available for $1.00. 


Digipac 316 is now available from Mann- 
Made Products, P.O. Box 27009, Cincinnati, 
OH 45227. The Digipac 316 is a 16 cab, com¬ 
mand control system which is capable of run¬ 
ning 16 trains simultaneously and indepen¬ 
dently on the same section of track. It 
features walk-around throttles with memory 
and the receivers are designed to fit into pow¬ 
ered HO engines. 

A small one-pin electrical connector with 
wire and insulated tubing (No. 401) has been 
released by Pacific Rail Products, P. O. Box 
516, Lanthrop, CA 95330. It sells for $1.95. 

Dallee Electronics, P.O. Box 2191, Read¬ 
ing, PA 19603, has released their new “Phase 
one" SCR Throttle. This product is designed 
for d.c. operation in any scale. 

Lambert Associates, P.O. Box 4338, San 
Leandro, CA 94579, has several electrical 
products available, including switch ma¬ 
chines, small parts, a center off throttle and 
sound boosters. 

JMC, 1025 Industrial Dr., Bensenville, IL 
60106, has started a division which deals in 
accessories for personal computers. A listing 
of what is in stock is available by dropping 
them a postcard. 

A new catalog showing single row terminal 
strips is now available from Magnum Elec¬ 
tric Corporation, 6385 Dixie Hwy., Erie, MI 
48133. 

Locomotive lighting products for HO, O 
and N scales are produced by Progressive 
Electronics, Inc., P.O. Box 391, Warrenville, 
IL 60555. They offer five kinds of Mars lights, 
three strobes lights and two flashers. An 
SSAE will bring a list. 

A new electronic steam exhaust sound kit 
designed with the novice model railroader in 


mind is being sold by Pacific Rail Products, 
PO. Box 516, Lathrop, CA 95330. Send them 
an SSAE for further information. 

Switch machines, small bulbs and a con¬ 
stant lighting unit are produced by Hallmark 
Models, 4822 Bryan St., Dallas, TX 75204. 
Information on the above products, as well as 
Hallmark’s brass line can be obtained from 
monthly information sheets if you send an 
SSAE to them. 

TOOlS 

Dremel, Div. of Emerson Electric Co., 4915- 
21st., P.O. Box 518, Racine, WI 53406, is of¬ 
fering a free 250 page book entitled “Dremel 
Guide to Compact Power Tools to purchasers 
of their model 3801 Variable-speed moto-tool 
kit. Check with your local hobby shop or hard¬ 
ware dealer for prices and further informa- 

Foredom Electric Company of Bethel, CT 
06801, has added one more kit to its line of 
popular prepackaged tool kits. This is called 
the 4272 Projects Kit which contains a 0- 
14,000 rpm motor, ball bearing handpiece, 33 * 
flexible shaft and an accessory kit that con¬ 
tains 20 assorted cutters, burrs and other 
items. The kit sells for $109.95. 

The Dremelite is designed to clamp to your 
workbench and provide light where you need 
it. It uses a 100-watt bulb, has a heat-venting 
reflector, and sells for $39.95. Dremel is lo¬ 
cated at 4915 21st St., Racine, WI 53406. 

Wire ties for cables, solderless connectors 
and tool-kit cases are among the products 
available from Vaco Products Co., 1510 
Skokie Blvd., Northbrook, IL 60062. 

Tweezer Lite, Inc. (558 E. Lambert Rd., 
Brea, CA 92621) has a small penlight 


MOT NEW IIYIE/Hjf!' 


YOUR HOBBY DEALER HAS JUST RECEIVED 
ALL THE LATEST INFORMATION ON THESE 
NEW GSB PRODUCTS 

ANNOUNCED AT THE HIA SHOW IN DALLAS: 


• GAS ELECTRIC #3851-3899 

• GAS ELECTRIC POWER TRUCK 

#2002 

• TEN PACK #5000-5050 

• CABOOSE INTERIORS 

STEAM ERA #3502 
MODERN WIDE VISION #3501 

• WHEEL SETS - 28 " DIA. #3481 

• ABD MODERN BRAKE GEAR 

#3480 

• 45 ' AAR SEMI-TRAILER #5051-5099 

• ROADRAILER #6000-6050 

Ask him for all the details! If he missed 
our booth you can write us. Send a large 
SSAE with 3 stamps for our new catalog. 


• LOCOMOTIVE "BULLDOG" 
CHASSIS #2003 

• TAN CAN MOTOR #2001 

• SD 40 T -2 #3744-46 

• PRIME MOVER - EMD 
PROTOTYPE #3482 

• RS -1 #3751-56 

• MP -15 - AC/DC 

AC- #3800-3803 
DC- #3850-3854 

• ROLLER BEARING 5 '-l" WB 
FREIGHT TRUCK #3005 

GSB RAIL LTD. 

932 BONIFANT STREET 
SILVER SPRING, MD 20910 
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ROADBED 
N Gauge 75 Feet 7.75 
HO Gauge 75 Feet 8.75 
O Gauge 75 Feet 17.50 


.389.00 

195.00 


21500 
120 00 
195 00 


We carry the full Gargrave Line 

COLLECTOR SERIES 

Texas Zephyr F3 with 5 Cars .. 

Above with B Unit and 6th Car 
1766 Budd Service Station Set 

1868 Blue Comet Cars Set 5. 

Complete Mickey Mouse Set. 

Complete Spirit 0176 Set 
1071 Mid-Atlantic Set 
8071/72 Virginian SD18 

8056 C & NW FM 
9575 Penn Tom Ed Car 
9383 UP Piggyback Car 
9434 Joshua Cowen Car 
8970 Penn F3 Tuscan 
9418 ATSF Box Car 

9660.61.62.63.64.65 Mky Mse St'Bx Crs ea 

9183 Disney Caboose 

8850 Penn Central GG1 ; 

Complete Chessie Stearfi Set Call to 

8753 Tuscan GG1 Call to 

9421.22,24,26.27 Box Cars ea 

9349 Gold Bullion Car 

9620-25 Big League Cars ea 

8050 Del & Hudson U36 

8064 Florida East Coast G89 

8057 Burlington SW-1 Switcher 

9101 Tank. 9300 Gondola 9400 Caboose. 

9701 Box Set ol 4 Am Flyer S Cars 


9817 Bazooka Gum Reefer 


Oppenheimer Century Reefer 17 

Dairymen s League Century Reefer 17 
National Dispatch Century Reefer 17 

No American Dispatch Century Reefer 17 
.... Budweiser Century Reefer 17 

5705 Ball Glass Jars Century Reefer 17 

5706 Lindsay Bros Century Reefer 17 

5707 Am Retrig. Co. Century Reefer 17 

6401 Virginian Bay Window Caboose 15 

6100 Burlington Covered Hopper 19 

6301 Gulf Oil Tank Car 12 

16302 Quaker State Triple Dome Tank 14 

6422 Duluth Missable B/W Caboose 15 

9157 C & 0 Flat Car w/ Crane 10 

9282 G N Piggyback w/ Trailer 10. 

9324 Tootsie Roll Tank Car 12 

OPERATING AND SPECIALTY CARS 
) Depressed Girder Car 33 


1982 SPRING 
COLLECTOR SERIES 

8210 J.L.C 4-6-4 Hudson.Call for pric 

8260 Southern Pacific F3.! !call for pric 

9589 90. 91. 92. 93 So. Pac. Pass. CarsCall fi 


1981 SPRING COLLECTOR SERIES 

_.00 N & W with 5 Cars.Call for price 

8101 Ghicago & Alton Set.325.0C 


51 UP Thunder Freight 


8157 Sante Fe FM 
8004 Rock Island Ger _ 
8154 Alaska SW-1 Switi 




.... _-36B Power 69 

8156 Monon U-36B Dummy 39 

8158 Duluth Missable GP9 Power.69. 

8159 Duluth Missable GP9 Dummy 39. 

8859 Conrail Rectifier _ 80 

Burger King GP-20 .69. 

FAMOUS AMERICAN RAILROAD #3 


3100 ‘ 




6102 Covered Ho rr .. 

6304 Single Dome Tank Car 
6438 Caboose (Bay Window] 


FREIGHT CARS 

_ jnd Combo Car 18 

9560 Rock Island Passenger Car . . .18. 

9561 Rock Island Passenger Car.18, 

WendysCaboose. 12. 

_ Kentucky Fried Chicken Reefer .12. 

7510 Red Lobster Reefer.12 

7511 Pizza Hut Reefer.12 

9438 Ontario Northland Box Car .9. 

Ashley Drew and Northern Box Car. . .9. 
_ Canadian Pacific Box Car. 9 

9443 Florida East Coast Box Car 9 

9444 Louisiana Midland Box Car.9 

9445 Vermont Northern Box Car. 9 

3446 Sabine River BoX Car .9 

9447 Pullman Box Car 9 

9812 Arm and Hammer Reefer 12 

9813 Ruffles Potato Chip Reefer. 12 

9816 Brachs Candy Reefer 12 

Large inventory of prewar and post war trains and 


money order payable to Work) of Trains. Inc or 
specify C O D All orders must include 5% for 
shipping (minimum $2 75. maximum $20 00) 
Minimum order is $10 00 Roadbed orders add 
$2 00 to each order New York residents add 


9280 Horse Transport Car 
9301 Post Office Car 
9310 SF Log Dump Car 
'i P Coal Dump Car 
onrail Searchlight Car 
OPERATING ACCESSORIES 
2140 Banio Signal 
2145 AutoGateman 

2151 Operating Semaphore 

2152 Auto Crossing Gate 
ntr ‘ Auto Highway Flasher 
_ Auto Crossing Gate & Signal 

2170 Street Lamps 
2290 Lighted Bumpers 
2313 FloodlicihtTower 

2171 Gooseneck Street Lamps 
2301 Operating Sawmti' 


2305 Oil Derrick 
2126 \. 




2181 Telephone Poles 


2709 Rico Station 

2717 Short Extension Bridi 

2718 Barrel PlaUorm 

2719 Watchman s Shanty 


2784 Freight Station 
2909 Smoke Fluid 


2953 Train and Accessory Manual 

027 GAUGE TRACKAGE 

'2 Curve Track. 

'2 Straight Track 


5027 Pair Manual Switches 

5121 Remote Switch Left 

5122 Remote Switch Right 
5125 Pair Remote Switches . 

0GAUGE TRACKAGE 

5132 Remote Switch Right . 

5133 Remote Switch Left 
5500 Straight Track. . 


5501 Curv_ 

5530 Remote Un 


5572 Wide Radius Curve. 1 

AMERICAN FLYER S GAUGE 
BALTIMORE & OHIO 

8153 Alco Diesel Engine & A Unit . 193 


9301 Gondola w / Containei 


WE BUY ALL TRAIN COLLECTIONS 
Old Lionel, American Flyer 
M.P.C., and store inventories 
WILL PAY CASH AND TRAVEL 


_ EHa g m a i- 

MRC P0WERPACKS HO 4 N 

1400 Tech II Railpower 



Model Power N Gauge Trolley 
Power & Dummy $16.95 
N Asst Freight Cars $1.25 



MSL Switcher 
Trolley 
Gang Car 

Rio Grande Snow Plow 

Inspettion Car New 

iO Op Burro Crane L/N 

Fire Fighting Car New 

OPERATING ACCESSORIES 
Coal Elevator L/N' 

Coal Loader Xct 

Chain Type Log Loader Xct 

; Cuiler^Loader/Car Xct 

i Culvert Unloader/Car/Ramp L N 

Forklift Car 


313 Bascule Briage 
356 Ft Station/Carls 
445 Switch Tower 

450 Signal Bridge 

455 Oil Derrick 

352 Ice Depot/Car 

128 Animated Newsstan 
334 Dispatch Board 
282 Electro Magnetic Crt 


L/N 


... Diesel Fuel Station 

394 Rotating Beacon 

395 Floodlight Tower 
** Water lower 


151 Op Semaphore 

153 Op Block Signal 

148 Dwarf Signal 
110 Billboard Blinker 
156 Coal Ramp/Car 


Original Lionel Switches Pr. 

I 90 Watt Transformer. 

190 Watt Transformer 
275 Watt Transformer 
> 027 Remote Switches 
0 Gauge Remote Switches 
) 027 Remote Track Us 

0 Remote Track Us 

Super 0 Switches Us 

Super 0 Straight Track L 

Super 0 Curve Track N 

Super 0 Curve Track L 

Super 0 Switches N 

Gargraves Switches L or R 
ORIGINAL LIONEL COLLECTORS ITE 
j Circus Car/Corral L/N 

’ Fire Fighting Car Xcl 


Die Cast 12 Wheel Crane 


K 


6806 Military Car 


ORIGINAL LIONEL BOX CARS 


6464650 Rio Grande 


6464-50 MNSL 


6464-350 MKT 

OPERATING CARS 
3656 Cattle Car with Corral. 

3359 Twin Dump Coal Car. 

3461 Die Cast Log Dump Car. 

3469 Die Cast Ore Dump Car 
3472 Milk Car Complete 
3662 0 Gauge Milk Car Complete 
3650 Die Cast Exl Searchlight Car 
3520 Die Cast Rotat Beacon Car 


3619 Helicopter Recon Car 


3444 Animated Gondola Car 


LIONELS FINEST 


115 Stop Station 
700 E Full Scale Hudson 
8976 Full Scale Switcher 
U P. Steamline Sets 


STANDARD GAUGE SETS 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

(212) 894-1000 

NIGHT NUMBER ORDERS ONLY 

(516) 742-1354 

Prices subject to change without notice 


RAILROAD MODEL CRAFTSMAN 






































To be available soon : 
LITTLE THINGS presents 



The EAGLE 10 super-bus 
HO scale - plastic kit 
send SSAE for details 
or see your Hobby Shop 



LITTLE THINGS, 


PFM Sn3 In Stock 


D&RGW C-16.$259.00 

RGS #20 . 259.00 

D&RGW K-27/all 3 versions . . . 395.00 
2-car pass, set.$179.50 


Send long SSAE (2 stamps) for Catalog. 



Box 158, McCracken, Kansas 67556 



BINDERS 

Protect 

Your Collection 

Keep your RMC collection neat, orga¬ 
nized and safe. Handsome official ma- 
n binders stamped in gold hold 12 
issues, open fiat for reading. NOW 
WIDER TO HOLD recent larger issues. 
Be sure to include your actual street 
address in addition to P.O. Box Number 
for expedited delivery. NJ residents in¬ 
clude state tax. 

$ 5.95 

add 75« postage & handling in (ISA, add 
$ 1.25 postage & handling outside (ISA. 


P.O. Box 700 Dept. 4608 
^iewtoruJ|I^^Jers^07860^^^^ / 



mounted above a pair of forcep blades to help 
illuminate tight work areas. It retails for 
$5.00 for a plastic body version, and $10.00 
for a chrome-plated brass model. 

Lambert Associates is marketing two spray 
can application items. One is called CRC 5-56 
which dries and moistureproofs electrical 
equipment and prevents rust and corrosion. 
It sells for $1.99 per can. CRC Contact 
Cleaner removes contaminants, degreases, 
penetrates and leaves no residue. It is de¬ 
signed for use with sensitive electrical equip¬ 
ment. A six ounce can sells for $3.25. Lambert 
is located at RO. Box 4338, San Leandro, CA 
94579. 

A tap and die instruction booklet that out¬ 
lines this skill step-by-step has been intro¬ 
duced by Henry L. Hanson, Inc., of 220 
Brooks St., Worcester, MA 01606. It goes into 
the threading of holes, rods and pipes. There is 
also a tap-drill sizing chart. The booklet comes 
with all Hanson tap and die sets and is offered 
free from the company. 

Rust Guardit is a rust preventative coating 
that is non-greasy, dries hard and will not rub 
off. Other details and a 10 oz. can for $3.95 are 
available from Schwab Industries, Inc., 330 
Alta Ave., Santa Monica, CA 90402. 

Rollee-Holders are track laying tools 
manufactured by Puffer Belly Products, P.O. 
Box 1014, Garden Grove, CA 92640. They 
grip the rail and hold it in gauge for easy 
spiking. They can then be advanced by sim¬ 
ply rolling them down the track. These 
gauges are made of hard plastic and are 
available in the following gauges and rail 
sizes: N, HOn2, HOn3, HO and On3. They 
may be used for codes 40, 55, 70, 83 and 100; 
each rail size has its own gauge. 

Hotip is the name of the resistance solder¬ 
ing tool available from the Peter-Built 
Locomotive Works, P.O. Box 749, Chama, 
NM 87520. The complete tool sells for 
$169.95 and includes a power supply with a 
foot switch. A brochure about the tool is 
available. 

Badger, 9128 W. Belmont Ave., Franklin 
Park, IL 60131 has several airbrushes and 
accessories suitable for model work. Model 
,150-IL is a double-action tool which can 
spray patterns between 1 k" and 114" wide. 
Model 200-IL is an internal mix single-ac¬ 
tion unit with the same capability. Model 
350 is an external-mix single-action brush; 
the fine tip is for 14" to 1" spray widths, the 
medium is for 14" to 1V4" widths, and the 


heavy tip is for spraying heavy materials in a 
14" to 2" width. The light or medium tips are 
recommended for most hobby use. Basic 
siphon-type spray units are for work not re¬ 
quiring as fine a finish as that produced by 
an airbrush; the firm has two single-action 
units of this type—models 250 and 250-4 
(4-ounce paint jar). Compressor No. 180-1, a 
bleeder-type diaphragm machine, is recom¬ 
mended for these airbrushes. Canned propel¬ 
lant and many accessories are offered. 

Dremel (P.O. Box 518, Racine, WI 53401) 
has some handy accessories for their D-Vise. 
A clamp is made for holding it to a work¬ 
bench, and a special head will accept a motor 
tool. They also have a disc/belt sander in 
their line. This tool has a tilting work table 
and is capable of inside sanding on irregular 
surfaces. 

A snap-off point is a new feature on the 
Quick-Point knife from Stanley, 195 Lake 
St., New Britain, CT 06050. 

The Unimat 3 is a multiple-purpose lathe, 
milling machine, drill press and grinder that 
can be converted to a saw and other 
machines. It is imported by Emcolux, 2050 
Fairwood Ave., Columbus, Ohio 43207. 

Three different modeler’s table saws are 
made by Jarmac, P.O. Box 2785, Springfield, 
IL 62708. The original-sized saw, with a tilt¬ 
ing arbor, has a 6 1 /2"x9" table; a larger ver¬ 
sion has a 9"xl2" table. A non-tilting saw is 
also made. The sander is now available with 
a tilting or non-tilting table and a polisher/ 
buffer has been added to their list of prod- 

Plastic Prep is made for removing oils and 
parting compounds from plastic parts and for 
reducing dust-attracting static. It is made by 
Floquil-Polly S Color Corp., Rte. 30 North, 
Amsterdam, NY 12010. 

Minitool, 15076 Dickens Ave., San Jose, 
CA 95124, has a new miniature ruler which 
is designed to be used with a magnifying 
glass. The No. 027 scale is 5mm long and is 
marked off with .1mm divisions; No. 026 is 
calibrated in .005” divisions and is .200” long. 
Both have 314”-long handles and sell for 
$9.95, 

Bond 527, from Bond Adhesives Co. (120 
Johnston Ave., Jersey City, NJ 07303), is a 
new multi-purpose cement for wood, metal, 
paper, plastics, etc. The applicator is de¬ 
signed to allow both thin, line and dot dis¬ 
pensing of the cement, thus providing im¬ 
proved control during use. es 
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Denver or San Diego?? 

Which of our two fine stores is more convenient for your needs? Just stop by, phone, or write for all your model 
railroad needs. We stock HO, INI, Z, LGB, Marklin, Lionel, and have one of the largest stocks of brass models 
anywhere. Our San Diego store is located on 1-5 at Lomas Santa Fe/Solana Beach exit in Plaza 4 Flags Center. 
BOOK SALE! 10% off any book below! 

Books shipped prepaid in USA! Offer good until 3-3T-82. On 
orders under $20, please add $1 for postage. Prices subject to 
change by publishers. New books are marked (*). 

•HEADLIGHT & MARKERS.Donovan/Henry, 400 pages 1 

HORSE Cars/Streamliners, St. Louis Car Co., Lind, 400 p 
I LIKE TRAINS, by editors of Trains' magazine 
INTERURBAN to Milw., CNS&M, 169 p., CERA 
IOWA TROLLEYS covers all Iowa, 300 pages, CERA 
IRON HORSES at WAR, Valle, 310 pages 
KATY NORTHWEST, Hofsommer, 320 pages 
•KETTLE VALLEY Rwy, Riegger, 240 pages 
KEY SYSTEM ALBUM, 220 photos, 120 pages 
LAST of Great Stations, LA Union Term., Bradley, 112 p 
LAST of STEAM, Collias, 260 pages 
L&NE, Krause & Crist, 80 pages 
LEHIGH VALLEY RR, Archer, 372 pages 
LOCOS of RIO GRANDE, 1870-1977,80 pages 
LONG ISLAND RR, Kramer & Krause, 96 pages 
MANSIONS on RAILS, Beebe, 380 p. of private cars 
*Ma & Pa, 2nd edition, Hilton, 210 pages 
MARSHALL PASS, D&RGW's transcontinental 1 


1982 COLLECTOR SERIES 

18 In order to reserve any of these items, please send a 20% deposit now, except on the 6-8210 
23 which requires full payment now. We will bill you the balance due when items are ready for' 
7 shipment by Lionel. Wfe pay UPS charges in continental USA on orders over $50. On orders 
15 less than $50, please remit $3.00 for handling & shipping. Overseas and parcel post is extra 
25 Prices good through 3/31/82. We honor Visa & Mastercard only, on Lionel purchases 
15 JOSHUA LIONEL COWEN COMVEMORATIVE SERIES: 

27 6-8210 Joshua Lionel Cowen Commemorative 4-6-4 loco & tender (die-cast) 

30 6-6421 Joshua Lionel Cowen Commemorative bay window caboose 

18 Special: Set of above loco/tender plus caboose 

10 SOUTHERN PACIFIC 'DAYLIGHT' SERIES (March release date) 

20 6-8260/61 F-3 A+A diesel set with powered A unit & dummy A unit 

SP aluminum baggage car painted in 'Daylight' colors 
SP aluminum combination car painted in 'Daylight' colors 
SP aluminum passenger car painted in 'Daylight' colors 
SP aluminum passenger car painted in 'Daylight' colors 
SP aluminum observation car painted in 'Daylight' colors 
Set of F-3 A+A diesel set above + 1 each of tha R care 
Set of 1 each of above 


10 69589 
25 69590 
10 69591 
10 69592 
17 69593 
13 Special: 
23 Special: 


$273 

28 


262 


MATCHES, FLUMES & RAILS, Diamond Match Co.,172 p. 18 PHILADELPHIA SILVER MINT CAR 6-7517 (March release date) 


MEMORIES of NYC STEAM, Haas 351 pages 
MIDLAND ROUTE, Colorado Midland, 300 pages 
MIGHTY 800 (U.P.), Kratville, 138 pages 
MILWAUKEE RAILS, Olmstead, 200 pages 
MILWAUKEE ROAD Electric Operations, Steinheimer 
MINERAL BELT Vol 1, Digerness, 416 pages 
MINERAL BELT Vol 2, Digerness, 416 pages 
•MINNESOTA'S LOGGING RR's, King, 210 pages 
MISSABE ROAD, history of DM&IR, King, 224 pages 
MIXEDTRAIN DAILY, Beebe,a classic, 368 pages 
•MODEL RRing with John Allen, Westcott 
MODEL RRing Handbook, Vol 1, Schleicher, 227 pages 
MODEL RRing Handbook, Vol 2, Schleicher, 177 pages 
MODULAR RAILROADING, Tarjany 
MONON ROUTE, Hilton, 316 pages 
MOPAC POWER, Collias, 362 pages 
MOTIVE POWER of U.P., Kratville, 329 pages 
MOUNTAINS, 4-8-2 LOCOS, PFM, 388 pages 
MOUNT LOWE .story of Mt. Lowe electric, 234 pages 
•MOVIE RAILROADS, Jensen, 257 pages, nice! 

•NARROW GAUGE Pictorial VI, D&RGW & RGS motive 
•NARROW GAUGE Rwys in America 1871-1949, 145 p. 

•NEVER on WEDNESDAY, Rio Grande Zephyr, 120 p. 
same by Loveman/Patrick softbound 
NEWENGLAND DIESELS, Abert, 232 pages 29 n qP*P 

NORTH SHORE Line Memories, CNS&M,Campbell, 256 p. 30 op 

NORTH SHORF MiHHIotnn hietnrw TUCB.M 1 OQ nooor 1C ° 


35 N&W CONTINENTAL LIMITED TRAIN SET 6-1260 with SD-24 diesel + 6 freight a... „„ 

20 We have 100's of other Lionel items....Write for free price li$t!! 

32 SOME OF THE BRASS WE'VE JUST RECEIVED IN OUR STOCKS 

49 Write for a copy of our free 8 page brass list. We offer top trades for your models 
and pay top dollars for your surplus brass. What do you have? 


i ' C&NW 
2 ° GB&W 
22 PRR 
0 UP 
’0 DL-721 
8 GP-40 
30 RF-16 
30 RS-1 


ALCO 
S-1 diesel c/ptd ex 
DL-640 c/ptd mir 
Elec P-5a modern 
GP-30b c/ptd mil 
Diesel, low hood F 
Diesel, low hood v 


28 RS-18 
35 SW-1000 

Pwr 18 FM Erie Bit PRR A 
15 FMErie Bit Aunit,-„. 
25 FMErie Bit UP A+B se 


’ C&NW 


20 WP&Y 


NORTH SHORE, Middleton .history CNS&M, 128 pages 
N&W HANDBOOK, plans & photos, 120 pages 
•OTTO PERRY'S RR Pilgrimage, 260 photos, 164 pages.larg 
OVERLAND ROUTE, U.P., Krause, 84 pages 
PFM-25 Years of Scale Model RRing, 100 pages 
PACIFIC COAST SHAY, complete history. Ranger, 112 p. 17 
PENN STATION, Westing, 192 pages 
•PEOPLES Rwy of Municipal San Francisco, 256 pages 
PCC, the Car That Fought Back, Carlson, 256 pages 
PENNSY STEAM & SEMAPHORES, Westing, 192 pages 
PIEDMONT & NORTHERN, Fetters/Swansori, 176 p. 

PITTSBURGH & LAKE ERIE, McLean, 240 pages 
PORTRAIT of a SILVER LADY, Calif. Zephyr, 358 p. 

•RAIL CITY, Chicago USA,Douglas,427 illust.,288 pages 
RAILROAD SCENE, Middleton, 144 pages 
RAILROADS of ARIZONA, Vol 1, Myrick, 490 pages 
RAILROADS of ARIZONA, Vol 2, Myrick, 480 pages 
RAILROADS in CLOUDS, Alaska RR, Wilson, 290 pages 
RAILROADS of HAWAII, Best, 194 pages 
RAILROADS of NORTH AMERICA,Singer,120 p.in color 
RAILROADS in the WOODS, Goe, 440 illus., 250 p. 

RAILROADS of YOSEMITE VALLEY, Johnston 
RAILROADS to the MOTHER LODE, Wolfe, 200 pages 
•RAILS, Don Ball, large format, super sphotosl, 162 pages 
•RAILS to the DIGGINGS.Panama Canal Construction 25 c&O 

•RAILS NORTH.story Alaska & Yukon RR's, Clifford 23 G P 7 

•RAILS AROUND GOTHAM, Carleton, 320 pages 35 up 

RAILS THAT CLIMB, D&SL, Bollinger 27 n ofll 

•RAILS THROUGH DIXIE, Krause, 176pages 19 

RAILS to MINARETS,Sugar Pine Lbr.Johnstone, 126 p. 15 up 


CUSTOM BRASS 
2-8-6T HOn3 mod vers 279 
4-6-2 P-1 3 class mint 250 
HALLMARK 

GP15-1 diesel c/ptd 249 
UP SD=7 diesel c/ptd 159 

IRON HORSE/PSC 

D&RGW On3 2-8-2 K-37 no. 491 1095 

RGS On 3 2-8-0 C-1 


FRISCO 


AT&SF 


D&RGW 
GN Crown 
GN Crown 
GN Crown 
CNR 


. 108 r 


HI-COUNTRY BRASS , LTD. 

8000 E. QUINCY AVE. 

(1-225 & Tamarac St.) 303 -773-1328 
DENVER, CO 80237 


KEY 

2-6-0 no. 22 HOn3 207 
2-8-2 K-59 c/ptd mint 215 
2-8-2 M-64 c/ptd mint 279 
2-8-2 M-68 c/ptd mint 249 
2-8-2 nos 80-83 new 319 
2-8-2 nos 1500-17 new 319 
LAMBERT 

Caboose, wood, mint 69 
MEW 

30 Colo Midland 0-6-0 rare, mint 225 

23 Colo Midland 2-8-0, mint 210 

18 Colo Midland 4-6-0, mint 245 

15 Colo Midland Way car, side door,exc. 79 

18 NWSL 

4-6-2 E-2a 1920 vers. 179 
ORIENTAL 

4-6-0 F-11 class, mint 219 


U-25b, early vers.,c/ptd 199 
Diesel, high hood/iew 159 
Diesel, low hood, new 159 
GP-40X, c/ptd, mint 269 


?0 d&RGW 
2° D&RGW 
33 D&RGW 
4° L&HR 
28 L&N 
16 

30 D&RGW 


N&W 


Orders from this ad sent prepaid in 
USA by UPS if over $75; less than 
$75, add $2.50 for delivery. We 
honor Visa, Mastercard & AX. 


OVERLAND 

$159 CB&Q 2-10-2 M2Aelesco mint$319 

159 CB&Q 2-8-2 0-4 class mint 269 

iw 209 UP C30-7 4 wind, c/ptd 269 

'’ co ''" Detector car DC-3 new 269 

Caboose .wide vision c/pt 79 
Caboose CA-13 w/o walk 67 
PFM 

2-10-4 5011 late run 295 
CPR Crown 4-6-4 Royal Hudson f/pt 525 
COOS BAY Willamette (shay) new 439 

- 2 - 8 - 2 k- 28 c/ptd excell 310 

2-8-0 F-8 f/pt 'Glacier' 340 
2-8-8-0 N -3 f/ptd latest 595 
2-10-2 Q-1 c/pt Glacier' 425 
Gas electric E-60 new 229 
N&W Crown 2-8-8-2 Y-6b c/pt nob 660 

NP Crown 4-8-4 A-3 class mint 575 

NP 2-6-2 T-1 c/ptd excell 225 

NP 4-8-0 X class mint 199 

RF&P Crown 4-8-4 'Governor' '76 run595 
SP 4-4-2 A-3 ptd nob exc 139 

UP 4-8-4 FEF-1 c/ptd mint 359 

WP 4-6-0 86 cl, c/ptd mint 195 

SOHO 

UP Turbine no 50 c/ptd! 189 

N&W Coach no. 1001 mint 69 

N&W Coach no. 1009 mint 69 

SP Tavern, smoothside mint 59 

UP Lunch counter 5009 80 

UP Sleeper 'American' 6-6-4 79 

UP Sleeper 'Ocean' 5-22 80 

SUNSET 

AT&SF 4-8-2 3700 cl., mint 239 

B&O 4-6-0 B-18 class, new 189 

TRAINS 

AT&SF TR-6 cow & calf c/ptd 195 

WESTSIDE 

D&RGW 2-8-2 K-27 slide, origng 149 

D&RGW 4-6-0 T-12 HOn3 149 

GN 4-6-2 H-7 c/pt 'Glacier' 249 

GN 4-8-4 S-2 c/ptd 'Glacier' 299 

LONG BELL Shay B-1 c/ptd Super! 399 

SP 4-6-2 P-10 mint 239 

SP PA-1 A&Bf/pt Daylight 179 

MP PA-1 A+B+B set f/ptd 229 

UP 4-8-4 FEF-2 c/pt gray 325 

—■ UP 4-8-4 FEF-3 class, mint 260 

it 269 PRR Tool car, caboose, mint 49 

HI-COUNTRY BRASS, LTD. 

458 SAN ANDRES DR. 

(1-5 & Lomas Santa Fe Dr.) 714-755-6130 
SO LANA BEACH, CA 92075 
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book and 
recording reviews 


AT LA$T1 

After more than 5 years of design, 
testing and custom-installation 

A PORTABLE HO 
SCALE LAYOUT 
IN 4'x 8'THAT 

DOES IT ALL! 

Our patented layout design and 
innovative product applications 
make it possible for apartment, 
mobile home and home dwellers 
alike to operate a challenging 
HO scale layout that features all 
of the following: 

-Running track for 2 10-car mainline 
trains, 2 12-car shortline trains, 1 8-car 
local (all w/2 engines) and multiple 
yard and industry switchers. 

•Optional combinations of simultaneous 
operation for up to 6 of the above. 
•Prototypical interchange and industry 
switching plus 10-track (optional) yard. 
•Bi-passes, over-unders, bridges and 
tunnels. 

•Reliable operation for 1 to 4 persons 
(optional) with minimal upkeep. 
•Absolute freedom from complex wiring 
*Trackplanning that allows for extension 
of both the mainline 8< shortline oper¬ 
ations in both trafficing directions. 
•Can be ordered with track already in¬ 
stalled (1st phase) at any one of four 
separate stages of completion. 

MORE GOOD NEWS! 

Our patented layout table makes 
it possible for those with limited 
space to have a layout with all 
the above features because it: 

packaging boxes smaller than 2'x4\ 
•Mounts on the wall, not on the floor! 
•Folds out of the way when not in use, 
freeing the floor area underneath for 
other requirements and activities. 
•Functions as a bulleting, poster, game 
or mapboard, etc., or as a utility wall 
when in the folded-up position. 
•Provides safe storage space for engines 
and rolling stock without having to 
take them off the tracks! 

•Can be ordered in optional Do-It-Your¬ 
self Kit or Pre-Fab Kit for easy install. 

YOU CAN CHOOSE: 



Publications of interest 

Our Iron Roads is a two volume history of 
England’s railroads by E S. Williams. Volume 
1 deals with the construction and describes 
how many of the large scale projects were ac¬ 
complished without the aid of modern ma¬ 
chinery. Volume 2 describes railway operation 
and administration. For further information 
contact, Gresham Books, Unwin Brothers 
Limited, The Gresham Press, Old Woking, 
Surrey, GU22 9LH, England. 

Buffalo, Rochester & 
Pittsburgh, written 
and published by 
Paul Pietrak; P.O. 
Box 300; North Bos¬ 
ton, N.Y. 14110. 226 
8V2" X 11" pages; 
$7.95 soft cover, 
$12.95 hard bound. 

The Buffalo, Roch¬ 
ester and Pittsburgh 
was a roughly Y- 
shaped railroad running from Buffalo and 
Rochester, N.Y., at the top of the “Y” to 
Pittsburgh, Pa., on the tail of the “Y.” At 600 
miles long, the BR&P was not a large rail¬ 
road, but its locomotives ran from 4-4-0’s to 
2-8-8-2’s, and it was facinating in other ways, 
too. The history of the BR&P, from its begin¬ 
nings in 1869 to control by the B&O in 1932, 
is well covered in this book. The operations of 
the line are not forgotten, as is too often the 
case, and an accurate idea of how the BR&P 
operated can be easily obtained. Interviews 
with “old timers,” etc., add the human and 
railroad touch that raise Mr. Pietrak’s books 
above dry corporate history. 

The photo coverage is excellent and well 
chosen; the number of years since the BR&P 
entered the B&O fold make the photo cover¬ 
age all the more unbelieveable. The only com¬ 


plaint that I have is that some of the photos 
are so stunning that they should have been 
printed full page. Trackage maps of the en¬ 
tire railroad are included, and the mine 
branches are particularly well done with tip¬ 
ple tracks and details. As is the case with all 
of Paul’s books, an accurate model of the 
BR&P could be built using this book as a 
guide. 

When I see a book by Paul Pietrak, I buy it 
sight unseen. I know I will get a well done, 
readable book that stresses railroad rather 
than corporate data and finance. I cannot 
give an author any higher praise than that.— 
JOHN SWANSON. 

Western Pacific’s 
Diesel Years, by 
Joseph A. Strapac; 
published by Over¬ 
land Railbooks, RR 
12, Box 445, Muncie, 
IN 47203. Soft cover, 
208 8Wxll" pages; 
$18.95. 

Western Pacific, 
winding through the 
shadows of California 
mountains and the glare of the Nevada and 
Utah desert sun, finds itself with an uncer¬ 
tain future in regard to its identity. Bigger 
neighbors that are both competitors and 
connections have shown an interest in ab¬ 
sorbing the 1,200-mile line. Most recently, 
the Union Pacific has sought to integrate the 
Western Pacific into its own system. 

Joe Strapac, who did a fine analysis of the 
St. Louis-Southwestern’s motive power in 
his Cotton Belt Locomotives, has turned his 
attention to the WP’s diesel fleet while the 
units still carry the road’s colors, numbers 
and lettering. The book covers early and 
obscure paint schemes, as well as the 
widely-applied colors. Purchasing rationale, 
operating patterns and the locomotives of 
WP’s subsidiary rail companies all are part 
of this diesel history. An introductory chap¬ 
ter covers a little history, the physical route 
(a major factor in diesel acquisition) and a 
brief review of WP’s steam power. There are 
14 chapters in all. They individually focus on 
such topics as passenger units, high- and 
low-nose hood units, demonstrators, motor 
cars (including the Budd Zephyrettes), and 
Sacramento Northern and Tidewater South¬ 
ern diesels. Rosters and appendices are in¬ 
cluded. In this reviewer’s opinion, the West¬ 
ern Pacific had the most highly-individ¬ 
ualized, externally-modified fleet of EMD 
FTs in U.S. service. A full chapter is right- 





























NOTICE: 

Each Model Sold by P-B-L is Track Tested, Lubricated and Kadee’d prior to shipment! (Doesn’t include those marked “as is” . .) We guaran¬ 
tee each model to be as described, or better, or we'll refund your money upon receipt here of the returned model . . (Please tho, let us know 
within 10 days time?) 

TERMS: 

We accept VISC, MC and AMEX Cards . . Layaways OK too! (20% down 20% per mo. No interest on current accounts . . Deposit non- 
refundable . .) Certified or MO full pay? Take a 5% discount off above! 

THINK P-B-LI 

We’re in our 14th year! We’re FULL TIME! We’re PROFESSIONALS! Give us a Call! 


P-B-L 


PO. Box 749, Chama, NM. 87520 


Phone 505/756-2419 
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£' SAVE ^ 

-Mail-order from Germany. 

i In model railroading we carry MAERKLIN, i 
’ FLEISCHMANN, ARNOLD-RAPIDO, : 
i TRIX, MINNITRIX, LILIPUT, ROCO, \ 
: RIVAROSSI, LEHMANN, FALLER, KIBRI, ; 
\ BRAWA, BUSCH, HERKAT, HERPA, 2 
f MERTENS, PREISER, POLA, VIKING, \ 
3 SEUTHE—everything in railroading. Also a ; 
t large array of R/c equipment. We have the \ 
* experience and the know-how, gained j 
i through many years of service to the model ; 
[ railroader, to assure safe delivery of your or- r 
J ders at the lowest possible cost. . 

) 

: Send $1.00 for our complete catalog listing : 
\ and ordering information by airmail. ; 

1 1:1250 Ships, over 1500models to select. Also \ 
[ the new 1:2400 models. We have NAVIS, \ 
3 NEPTUN, HANSA, VIKING, MERCATOR, ; 
[ DELPHIN, ATLANTIC, SANTOS, FLEET- \ 
' LINE, SEXTANT, FRAMBURG, EAGLE, j 
| STARCAST, MICRO-FLEET & even 1 
; DEGEN custom-made models, plus many • 
J others. ' 


( PRESTON HOBBY M00ELLE oHG 2 

j P O Box 2280—D86 Bamberg, ^ 

J West Germany ; 

^ Telephone 33333 \ 



PLEASE MENTION Railroad Model Craftsman 

whenever writing to advertisers-and help make 
RMC an even better magazine. Thank You! 


fully devoted to them. This compilation of 
WP locomotive data should be a good refer¬ 
ence source for modelers and railfans. In 
addition, the book includes good photos, in¬ 
formation on pool power, a color cover, plenty 
of California Zephyr coverage and well- 
written captions—R.M. 

Rails to the Mina¬ 
rets, by Hank John¬ 
ston; published by 
Trans-Anglo Books, 
P.O. Box 38, Co¬ 
rona del Mar, CA 
92625. Hard cover, 
126 8Vfe"xll" pages; 
$15. 

A twisting main 
line, steady 2.5% 
grades, big Sugar 
Pine logs from the Sierras, and standard- 
gauge track—that is what the Minarets & 
Western Railway was like. A standard gauge 
logging line? One does not usually think 
about it very often. Why, a California log¬ 
ging line must have been a three-footer, 
right? 

Had it been built in 1890, the Minarets 
operation might have been narrow-gauge, 
but it was not until the 1920’s that Arthur 
Fleming, Elmer Cox and their associates 
formed the Sugar Pine Lumber Co. to haul 
wood out of the mountains east of Fresno, 
Calif. They were going to tap a new field, and 
with their experience in the lumbering busi¬ 
ness, they stood to make a fortune. Instead, 
the company and its rail lines cost a fortune 
to build. Instead of making a bundle of 
money, they lost one. 

These men built well—they provided 
themselves with one of the largest in-the- 
field electrified logging operations ever tried 
in the U.S., a model mill town, modern mill 
and a pair of railroads (the M&W and its 
Sugar Pine Lumber Co. subsidiary) to bring 
the trees down from the slopes. Only one 
locomotive (the first 2-8-2 purchased for the 
M&W main line run) was bought used; the 
rest were delivered straight from the factory. 
Alco was the preferred builder for the 2-8-2’s 
on the Pinedale-Wishon run, as well as for 
the 2-8-2T’s used in the mountains. The 
road’s 2-10-2T was even tagged the Minarets 
type by the builder. 

On the first trip, 7,500 board feet of poten¬ 
tial lumber came down to the Pinedale mill 
on steel logging flats. This was in 1923. By 
1932 it was all over. Investors barely re¬ 
ceived twelve cents on the dollar after the 
bankruptcy sale. 


Hank Johnston is no stranger to the area, 
having written several books about logging 
in the West. This one is well-illustrated, 
shows the results of adequate research, and 
is written in a readable and informative 
style. Modelers will find the photos and di¬ 
agrams useful for their own work—the 
camps, loading operations, mill complex and 
the way that the railroad worked (operated) 
are all covered in detail. High lead and spar 
pole rigging is shown. Good maps are in¬ 
cluded, too. If you are considering the con¬ 
struction of a logging railroad, but do not 
consider yourself well-versed on the subject, 
this work would be a good place to start. 
Veteran logging modelers will enjoy and 
learn from it, too. The only complaint is the 
consistent misspelling of the word "Willam¬ 
ette.” Somehow one too many "i’s” crept into 
it throughout the book—W.C.S. 

Westinghouse Elec¬ 
tric Railway Trans¬ 
portation, Bulletin 
118 of the Central 
Electric Railfans’ As¬ 
sociation; reprinted 
by the Central Elec¬ 
tric Railfans’ Associ¬ 
ation, P.O. Box 503, 
Chicago, IL 60690. 
380 8'k" X 11" 

pages; $23.00. 

Since 1938, the Central Electric Railfans’ 
Association’s purpose has been to “encour¬ 
age study of the history, equipment and oper¬ 
ation of urban, suburban, interurban and 
main line electric railways.” In large measure 
this has been accomplished through their 
regular publication of bulletins (books) in¬ 
tended to keep the traction spark alive for 
the faithful around the world. 

Bulletin 118, unlike many of its specialized 
brethren, actually encompasses all the ar¬ 
ticles of the Association's creed. With the 
permission of the Westinghouse Electric Cor¬ 
poration and McGraw-Hill Publications 
Company, it also assumes a rather unique 
perspective in that it is a straight reprinting, 
devoid of any contemporary commentary, of 
various Westinghouse technical, sales and 
managerial papers originally published be¬ 
tween 1915 and 1935. As such, the reader can 
become totally absorbed into the past to wit¬ 
ness advances in traction’s state of the art 
just as they occurred. 

The contents should provide something of 
interest for every faction of the traction per¬ 
suasion. From major electrification work 
done on Grand Central Terminal and the 




FINISHED DISPLAY CASES 


Our cases are made of solid 
mahogany or oak. They are finished with 
a hand rubbed oil stain and two coats of 
moisture resistant laquer. 

The case corners are lock-mitered and 
the shelves are mortised' into the ends. 

The backs are made of 5.2 mm ply¬ 
wood with a red polyester felt covering 
These cases come complete ready to 
hang on the wall, (glass, finger pulls for 
the glass and mounting screws included). 
There is nothing else to buy. 

READY TO USE PREPAID . . . $80.00 
PHONE ORDERS 9-5 



UNIQUE WOODCRAFT Dealer Inquiri 

175 L PENROD CT. Dept. RMC GLEN BURNIE, MD. 21061 • 301-768-6453 
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Hoosac and St. Clair tunnels to such juice gi¬ 
ants as the Great Northern, Pennsylvania 
and New York, New Haven & Hartford rail¬ 
roads, the reader is guided on a yesteryear 
excursion of the Waterloo, Cedar Falls and 
Northern trolley operation with other lines 
and facilities sandwiched in between. A his¬ 
tory of the development of the single-phase 
electrical system is the technical equivalent 
of an operations—oriented section devoted to 
such topics as one-man and multiple-unit op¬ 
eration, the trolley bus, routing problems and 
even a discussion of the internal combustion 

Accompanying the text, drawings, charts 
and maps are a liberal number of photo¬ 
graphs, some of which suffer from density 
blockage in the darkest areas. Although this 
is apparently due to the halftone reproduc¬ 
tion techniques available at the time rather 
than the CERA’s choice of matte-finish pa¬ 
per, the criticism is a minor one and in no way 
detracts from the overall impact of the vol¬ 
ume, even for hard research. 

All photography, of course, is in black and 
white. However, the dust jacket and an early 
page inside the book feature a wonderfully 
nostalgic full color plate of a trolley-infested 
cityscape that certainly must have been re¬ 
produced from one of the original article 
printings. 

From stringing overhead to collecting 
fares, there is little ground left uncovered in 
Westinghou.se Electric Railway Transporta¬ 
tion. The rare photos alone will prove a de¬ 
light to armchair modelers, while those ac¬ 
tively seeking to more closely imitate 
prototype traction standards and practices 
in miniature will find this hardcover collec¬ 
tion a definitive reference source— woody 

LANGLEY. 


The Brown Book: 
The Complete Guide 
to Buying and Selling 
Brass Locomotives, 
by R.A. Brown; pub¬ 
lished by Darwin 
Publications, P.O. 
Box 5429, Sherman 
Oaks, CA 91413. Soft 
cover, 132 7" X 10" 
pages; $11.95. 

The manufacture 
and importation of hand-fabricated brass 
model locomotives from Japan and South 
Korea has created a hobby within a hobby. 
While it is true that many models are owned 
and operated by model railroaders, it appears 
that a far larger number are bought purely as 



collectibles. This opinion is reinforced by the 
large number of “used” models available 
which have never been operated. Note how¬ 
ever, that in most cases even those engines 
bought as collectibles are purchased due to 
their owner’s interest in a specific railroad or 
type of locomotive, as opposed to being pur¬ 
chased purely in pursuit of economic gain. 
What has occurred however, has been the 
evolution of a dual pricing structure in the 
model marketplace. 

One tier of this pricing structure is related 
to the intrinsic value of a given model. By 
this I mean that its market price bears some 
relationship to quality of assembly, fidelity to 
prototype and smoothness of operation. This 
tends to be the pricing structure that “mod¬ 
elers” (i.e., those who operate their models) 
use when they seek to buy or sell a piece of 
brass. The other tier of the pricing structure, 
while taking into account these same items, 
is influenced much more by relative availabil¬ 
ity, quantity manufactured and perceived de¬ 
sirability of ownership based on a number of 
intangibles, including the popularity of the 
prototype, reputation of manufacturer, etc. 
This is the structure which tends to be 
quoted by dealers (especially those specializ¬ 
ing in braSs), collectors and publications. 

This dichotomy of value systems make it 
very difficult to ascertain a “fair” price for a 
brass model, be it new or used. (Any reader 
who doubts that this situation exists need 
only look at the ads appearing in the maga¬ 
zines in any given month. It is very common 
to find a price spread exceeding $100 for the 
same model in various ads. While the situa¬ 
tion is admittedly more-pronounced when 
dealing with older, out-of-production items, 
the advertised prices on new pieces regularly 
vary over a 25% range in the various ads.) 

In an attempt to help achieve a currently 
non-existent stability in the price structure 
of brass models, Lawrence Darwin (the 
owner of Railway Express in Sherman Oaks, 
California) commissioned Ray Brown to com¬ 
pile a list of all the HO brass locomotives 
ever imported, including quantity manufac¬ 
tured, year(s) of importation, “list price” and 
a “resale value.” While Mr. Darwin admit¬ 
tedly has a commercial interest in such a 
market stabilization, his goals are laudable. 
By virtue of his attempt at completeness, 
Mr. Brown's book will no doubt become a 
standard reference for those persons engaged 
in the buying and selling of brass locomo- 

However, there are a number of points 
which this reviewer takes issue with. Due to 
the large number of models (generally listed 



Contains 5 metal castings, plus fiber 
optic with metal housing. Bulbs not 
included. 

CENTURY FOUNDRY & METAL WORKS 

Post Office Box 177 
North Hollywood, California 91603 




FEELING 
IS 

BELIEVING 


10,000 people felt our Peel-’n-Stick 
self-adhesive brick at the recent 
Model Railroad Industries (MRIA) 
show and discovered that it is not 
just another printed sheet. 
They were actually excited by the 
textured, three-dimensional surface 
and the realistic coloring. 

You will be too. 

A black-and-white picture in an 
advertisement can’t possibly reveal 
how realistic Peel-’n-Stick brick 
really is or how easy it is to use. 
So, we want to send you a 

FREE SAMPLE. 

Just send us a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope and we’ll rush 
a sample to you so that you, too, 
can feel it and become a believer. 


ILLINOIS HOBBYCRAFT INC. 

Dept 24 A 
605 N. Broadway 
Aurora, IL 60505 



HO gauge The Sheridan Rock Retaining Wall 



designed for us by MALCOLM FURLOW 

- interlocking joints for long runs 

- stackable to any height 

- easy to follow instructions 

written by MALCOLM 

- TWO 4’ X 8’ sections in kit 


AT YOUR DEALER OR DIRECT jfcfi QC 
(add $1.50 for shipping)* 


SHERIDAN 

PRODUCTS 


P.O. Box 29000, Suite 224 
San Antonio, TX 78229 
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CUSTOM DECALS 

for model railroads 


Serving. .. HO, N, O, S Scales 

■ 10 Different Type Styles 


by prototype road), it is impossible to check 
every railroad’s listing for accuracy. Exami¬ 
nation of several personal favorites did reveal 
some questionable listings however. The 
compilation for the Reading Railway (?!)— 
properly known as the Reading Company- 
lists a P-5e Atlantic and a G-2sa Pacific as 
having been imported by Gem Models. While 
both of these were advertised at least once in 
the hobby magazines, they were apparently 
never produced, although a pilot model may 
have been built. In contrast, there is no men¬ 
tion of the Empire Midland G-2, the Custom 
Brass G-3 4-6-2, the L-7 4-6-0 camelback or 
the K-l 2-10-2. (It is of course possible that 
these were omitted due to being manufac¬ 
tured after the text was finished for this edi¬ 
tion.) The second, and most significant, area 
of concern is the manner by which the “aver¬ 
age” and “mint” resale prices were deter¬ 
mined. While most of the prices I attempted 
to check appear to be in line with current 
market conditions, there were a few which 
were inconsistent with the typical prices for 
the model in question. This is not to imply 
any inaccuracy on the part of the author, just 
to raise the question of methodology of pric¬ 
ing, the influence of geographic location and 
topicality in the fan literature (e.g. C&O 4-8- 
4’s are more in demand recently because of 
Chessie’s operation of #614). 

This book is nicely presented, being 
printed on coated stock and having good- 
quality photo reproduction. The text accom¬ 
panying the listings is fairly interesting, al¬ 
though somewhat simplistic in spots. For all 
the questions raised, I think this book will 
prove to be an invaluable reference just by 
providing the modeler/collector with baseline 



information as to what has been produced 
and how much it originally cost. Beyond 
that —caveat emptor— MAX S. ROBIN. 

The Western Mary¬ 
land Railway, Fire¬ 
balls and Black Dia¬ 
monds, by Roger 
Cook and Karl Zim- 
mermann; published 
by Howell-North 
Books, RO. Box 
3051, LaJolla, CA 
92038. 300 8'/2"Xll" 
pages, $25.00. 

It’s difficult for one 
who knew the Western Maryland to function 
as a detached observer when a new book 
about his favorite subject is released. Memo¬ 
ries come back in a flood. Vivid memories of 
enduring, but then-new friendships becoming 
cemented on the long, all night pulls to Cum¬ 
berland; arrival at Ridgeley in the wee hours, 
road-weary psyches snapping awake at the 
quiet spectacle of black F’s and Alcos slum¬ 
bering deeply under foggy floodlights as 
quick consultations decided that “ten sec¬ 
onds at F 2.8 should do it.” Nikons recording 
the moment until the Ektachrome fades. 
Then a short ride through sleeping streets to 
visit the dispatchers in Cumberland’s cav¬ 
ernous nearly deserted station, where heavy 
footfalls echoed through dim stairwells up to 
the third floor office where the standard 
clocks said the bars should be closed. The 
Chief, by now accustomed to these nocturnal 
chats, offered that “WM-6 is dead at Con- 
nellsville with a hot engine, but AJ-2 is com¬ 
ing along OK.” Both trains were expected to 



Beasts in Brass: the 
SD-7's and 9's in HO. 


Our featured models this month are the muscle-power 
of the first generation, the 1500 hp SD-7, the Phase I SD-9 
(four 36” fans), and the Phase II SD-9 (two 48” fans). 

The SD-9’s carried 1750 hp but there was very little 
external difference, except for class lights and 
steps, between the 7 and the 9. 

To sweeten the pot, a new flat can motor will make absolutely 
scale-width hoods possible, the brake handle is recessed 
into the long hood, dynamic brakes, winterization hatches 
and speed recorder cable castings are included loose 
in the box to be added or left off following the dictates 
of your favorite prototype. The beasts are coming! 

Check your dealer. 


Models for the man who really knows. 



4001 N. St. Joseph Avenue 
Evansville, Indiana/47712 


jtotype photos: Anton Wi 
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arrive at Ridgeley shortly after sunrise. Sun¬ 
rise! Suddenly the need for sleep became in¬ 
tensely apparent as we optimistically headed 
for our favorite camping spot at MY tower, 
where sleep came quickly in, alongside and 
atop our reluctantly adventurous Pinto 
wagon. 

It was easy to become attached to the 
Western Maryland. The Fast Freight Line 
had almost everything a modeler could want; 
torturous coal branches, a high speed main 
line, several helper districts, coal drags, Al¬ 
pha Jets, Alcos and Challengers and Deca¬ 
pods, mixed trains, CTC, train order territory 
and more. Hagerstown’s polychrome engine 
terminal owed its diversity to WM’s vig¬ 
orous involvement in pooled freight service 
with its northern, southern and western con¬ 
nections. The Alphabet Route and Central 
States Dispatch embodied the “beyond the 
basement” concept as the participating 
roads cooperated magnificently to move traf¬ 
fic quickly and efficiently between the east¬ 
ern seaboard and the Midwest. Western 
Maryland’s pool arrangements are thor¬ 
oughly examined in this book, increasing the 
reader’s appreciation of such agreements and 
suggesting ways for modelers to add diver¬ 
sity to their operations. 

The volume is comprised of six chapters, 
each addressing an important aspect of the 
WM’s personality; the Western Maryland’s 
strong personal appeal, a brief but complete 
account of the road’s development, and a 
chapter apiece on WM’s role as a bridge line, 
a coal hauler, and as a little-remarked passen¬ 
ger carrier. The final chapter fittingly out¬ 
lines the events culminating in the road’s ab¬ 
sorption into the Chessie System, describing 


the ensuing abandonments and operational 

The authors have drawn on the talents of 
many photographers who knew the Western 
Maryland well, and their varied points of 
view contribute to a photographic richness 
that complements the text very well. The 
book is printed on paper which lacks bright¬ 
ness and allows “ghost” images from over¬ 
leaf to show through, detracting slightly 
from the well chosen photographs. Neverthe¬ 
less, careful observation of the photos will re¬ 
veal much more than simply how individual 
pieces of rolling stock, structures, and scenes 
appeared. The astute modeler can determine 
a reasonable mix of freight cars in a given era 
by noting, for example, the regular presence 
of Reading or P&LE cars blocked in certain 
locations in many trains. There is not undue 
emphasis on the “roster” view, as previous 
books on the WM have covered that angle 
well. The authors have chosen photographs 
which capture the “feel” of the WM and illus¬ 
trate the railroad, rather than just its equip- 

While The Western Maryland Railway ex¬ 
amines the railroad’s history from its origins 
in 1852, the authors have placed greatest em¬ 
phasis on the last twenty-five years of inde¬ 
pendent operation. During this period, WM’s 
Alpha Jets established its reputation as a for¬ 
midable competitor against the largest car¬ 
riers in the east. Western Maryland, due to 
its compact size and great variety, lent itself 
well to modeling. Roger Cook and Karl Zim¬ 
merman have produced a literate, accurate, 
and readable chronicle which captures the 
spirit of one of America’s most unique rail¬ 
roads. Well done!— walt lankenau. gs 



STEAM & DIESEL LOCOMOTIVES 

Freight & Passenger Cars. Track, etc. Large Scale also available. 

CATALOG: First Class Postage.$2.45 

Europe™count s ries:::::::::::: 
$ 5 95 eS. °caUL’residents add 360 sales 

^.RAILROAD SUPPLY CORP. 

£3^ 115 So. Victory • Burbank, CA 91502 

x/(213) 845-1727 (213) 849-1351 



A new drive system with self-aligning sintered 
bronze bearings for low motor noise and 
long life. 

A unitized motor with twin gears that prevents 
worm gear misalignment. 

High ratio gear train with idler wheel and worm 
for high torque at drive wheels results in easy 
startup and realistic low speed operation. 


Designed to retrofit into these Mantua steam 
locomotives: Pacific, Mikado, Berkshire, 
Hudson and Decapod. 

AVAILABLE FROM YOUR HOBBY DEALER 
Send $1.00 for new full-color illustrated catalog 



Woodbury Heights, N. J. 08097 
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EVERYTHING IS READY!!! 

All our 1982 production is in full swing and the kits we have 
been announcing should all be at your local dealers. 
AVAILABLE NOW! 

HO THRALL ALL-DOOR CAR* 



HO PULLMAN STANDARD 

LIGHTWEIGHT COACHES 

¥1 



LONG JOHN’S SILVER WHEELS 



E & B VALLEY RR CO. 


RO. Box 267, Valhalla, NY 10595 tel 




















































Now Available Through WALTHERS 



FALLER 


VISIT EUROPE - IN THREE POPULAR SIZES 


Think of Hamburg, Paris, Zurich, Vienna, and all 
the intermediate stops. Taste the dishes pre¬ 
pared at quaint country villages and elegant city 
restaurants noted for haute cuisine. Sample the 
culture that’s so very much our beginnings. The 
“trip of trips”. And then you check the cost and 
say, “Guess I better stay home". 

You don’t have to now. 

faller brings Europe to you ... in three popular 
sizes — HO. N and Z Scale. From a graceful cathe¬ 
dral with its spires reaching to the heavens to 
stately stations that house, for brief moments, 
the trains that weave Europe into a community of 
nations. 

Chalets nestled on the Alps. Shops, Gasthauses, 
and all the picturesque structures that line nar¬ 
row cobblestone streets, are offered in the amaz¬ 


ing range of Faller products. These easy-to-build 
structures are molded of styrene in appropriate 
colors, so when you assemble a kit, you will find 
painting unnecessary. Quality kits for those of us 
who find Europe a place to dream about. Now 
your dreams can come true in your own home ... 

The entire line is displayed in full color in the 
125 page Faller 1981 Catalog. Each and every HO, 
N and Z item is illustrated in full color for your 
easy selection. 272-881 faller Catalog $3.00 

HO modelers — the complete faller HO line is 
listed in the 1982 Walthers HO Catalog. This spe¬ 
cial 50th Anniversary Edition features 576 pages 
and products from faller and 269 other manufac¬ 
turers. 913-634 HO Catalog $8.95 

HO version shown. Similar models available in N and Z scale. 

272-185 Large Covered Passenger Bridge $27.65 


Imported by 

Wm. K. WALTHERS Inc. 5601 W. Florist Ave. Milwaukee, Wl 53218 












M.M. ASSOCIATES 

P.O. Box 151 So. Holland, II. 60473 



^icALE MODELS, INC. 
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JOLIET, IL. April 3: NRHS Blackhawk Chapter Swap Meet at 
First Lutheran Church, 55 W. Benton St., 9-4:30PM. $1 

liet, IL 60431; (815)725-3671. 


ROLLING MEADOWS, IL. March 13: O Scale Meet at the 
Holiday Inn at Algonquin Rd. & Rt. 53 in Rolling Meadows. 





‘HO’ SCALE KITS 


0801 Meyer's Pickle Factory $11.98 

0802 3-Stall Roundhouse $34.98 

0803 3-Stall Roundhouse Extend- $32.49 
Sion Kit 

080414”ManualTurntableKit $39.98 
1804 Motorizing Kit forTurntable $22.98 
0805 Grain Mill/Factory $11.98 

0806 Midwestern Grain Elevator $19.98 
0807 Brewery Complex $34.98 

0809 Emporium Department Store $6.98 
0810 Busy Bee Department Store $6.98 
0811 Uncle Al’s Grocery $6.98 

0815 Glendale Heights Station (IL) $12.98 
0820 1900’s 3-Story Hotel $12.98 

0842 2-Stall Brick Engine House $22.98 
0900 Brick Sheet Material, 2 pieces $ 5.98 
0901 2-Brother’s Restaurant $18.98 
0902 2-Small Town Retail Stores $18.98 
0903 Corner Bank Building W/ $18.98 
0904 Woolworth’s& Ice Cream $18.98 
0905 Fire House, Racine, Wise. $18.98 
0906 Courthouse,Tombstone, AZ $24.98 

- $18.98 

$18.98 
$18.98 
$18.98 


0907 City Hall 

0908 Service Statipn, Elgin, IL 
0909 Biograph Theater, Chicago 

0910TrochCoalYard,Chicago _ 

0911 CornerDrug Store Building $18. 

0912 Ford Motor Co., Fi rst Fa ctory $15. 

0913 Smith’s Creek Station $15.98T 

0914 Wright Brother’s Cycle Shop $15.98 
0915 Edison’s Menlo Park Lab $15.98 (_ 

■IIHIHilHIHilHilHIHifl 


0611 Corner Drug Store Building 
0639 Fond-Du-Lac RR Station 
0640 Railroad Station 
0641 Small Freight House 
0642 2-Stall Engine House 
0643 6-Stall Roundhouse 
0645 Station Platform 
0646 9" Manual Turntable 
1646 Turntable Motorizing Kit 
0648 Fuel Depot Set (for RR) 
0649 Maintenance Shed 
0650 2-Stall Engine House 
0652 Sand andGravelSilo 
0653 NYCCoalingTower 
0656 Billboard Signs, Pk/30, 

(Self-Adhesive Racked) 
0661 Santa Fe Arch Bridge 
0662 BoxGirder Bridge 
0663Truss Bridge 
0664 Stone Bridge Pier, Pk/4 
0665 Yard StyleTransferCrane 
0666 LargeTimberTrestlefBuild 
0670 Grain Mill 
0671 Foundry Building 
0672 Furniture Factory 
0673 Meat Packing Plant 
0674 Cold Storage Warehouse 
0675 Appliance Warehouse 
0676 Steel Supply Warehouse 
0677 Midwestern Grain Elevator 
0678 Brewery 
0679 Brewery Bottling Plant 
0681 Slaughterhouse W/Pens 
0701 Telephone Poles, Pk/28 
0702 Farm House(Double Kit) 
0704 Church and Farm House 


$10.98 

$10.98 

$6.98 

$4.49 

$8.79 

$22.98 

$6.49 

$32.98 

$22.98 

$10.98 

$10.98 

$8.98 

$4.49 

$6.79 

$1.59 

$6.79 

$2.49 

$2.49 

$2.79 

$6.79 

$10.98 

$6.79 

$6.79 

$6.79 

$6.79 

$6.79 

$6.79 

$8.79 

$13.49 

$26.98 

$26.98 

$26.98 

$1.98 

$8.98 

$9.98 


Take this ad to your nearest HELJAN/JMC 
’AFFILIATE RETAILER’ to have your order 
filled. 

No dealer close? On a seperate sheet of 
paper note the QUANTITY, ITEM NUMBER, 
DESCRIPTION and PRICE. Enclose withyour 
Check or Money Order and your NAME and 
STREET ADDRESS. Charge? MasterCard 
or Visa I nclude CARD N U M BER, EXPI RATION 
DATE, INTERBANK NUMBER andyourSIG- 
NATURE. Quick and easy! Minimum Charge 
is $25.00. All orders UNDER $20.00 please 
include $2.50 for postage and handling. 


$10.98 

$10.98 

$10.98 

$10.98 

$10.98 

$10.98 

$10.98 


0601 2-Brothers Restaurant 
0602 2-Small Town Retail Stores 
0603 Corner Bank Building W/ 
Shops 

0604 Woolworth’s & Ice Cream 
Shop 

0605 Fire House, Racine Wl 
0609 Biograph Theater, Chicago 
0610 Troch Coal Yard, Chicago 
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LARGE LIONEL BOX CARS 


. _jen/Yellow , 

0 M.K.T. (KATY) Tuscan .LN 175.00 

0 M.K.T. (KATY) Tuscan . E 150.00 

5 Cent, of Georgia Maroon/Silver .LN 55.00 
5 Cent, of Georgia Maroon/Silver. E 45.00 
0 Balt. & Ohio Blu/SIvr/Orng .. . LN 50.00 

0 Balt. & Ohio Blue/Silver/Ori . 

5 New Haven Black/Orange .LN 30.00 

5 New Haven Black/Orange.E 20.00 

0 Great Northern Olive/Orange .. .LN 70.00 
0 Great Northern Olive/Orange ... E 60.00 
5 Boston & Maine Blue/Black . LN 40.00 
5 Boston & Maine Biue/Black 
0 Timken Yellow/White E 60. 

!5 Minn & St. Louis... E 30-- 

0 Den. Rio Grande Yllw & Silver. LN 75.00 
0 Den. Rio Grande Yllw & Silver .. E 60."" 
0 S.F. Shock Control Red E 50.00 LN 60.i 


3 President Garfield-Pullmi 

3 President Garfield-Pullman .LN 

_0 "Baggage" Rwy Exp Agency.EXC 

2530 "Baggage" Rwy Exp Agency.LN 

(Compatible with all sets listed) 

SILVER STREAMLINER SETS 

1 Silver Dawn-Observation.EXC 

1 Sliver Dawn-Observation LN 

2 Sliver Range-Vista Dome .EXC 

2 Silver Range-Vista Dome LN 

2533 Silver Cloud-Pullman.EXC 


. E 15.00 

6464-900 N.Y.E 50.00 

3484 Penna. Oper. w/Man Tuscan.. 

3484 Penna. Oper. w/Man Tuscan .. 

3484-25 Santa Fe Oper. w/Man Orange. 

3484-25 Santa Fe Oper. w/Man Orange . 

3493-1 N.Y. Central w/Man Red & Gray LN 39.00 

3493- 1 N.Y. Central w/Man Red & Gray E 29.00 

3494- 275 St of Mew/Man Rd/Whte/Blu 


CONGRESSIONAL CAR SETS 

_ Pennsy Alex Hamilton-Obser.... EXC It 

2541 Pennsy Alex Hamilton-Obser .... LN 125.00 

2542 Pennsy Betsy Ross-Vista Dome .. EXC 100.00 

2542 Pennsy Betsy Ross-Vista Dome .. LN 125.00 

2543 Pennsy William Penn-Pullman ... EXC 100.00 
2543 Pennsy William Penn-Pullman ... LN 125.00 

Pennsy Molly Pitcher-Pullman .. . LN 125 ' 


Santa Fe Reefer Blue Letters .. LN 29.00 


ral Stock 

_teeter Blu_ _ 

Santa Fe Reefer Blue Letters ... ,E 19.00 
Pickle Car-Rare Tan & Cream . LN 29.00 
Pickle Car-Rare Tan & Cream.. .E 19.00 

U.S. Mail Red/White/Blue ... - 

US Mail Red/White/Blue ... 

B&O Auto Double Doors Blue _ 

B&O Auto Double Doors Blue E 15.00 
!5 N H Auto Dbl Doors Orange ... LN 29.00 

15 N H Auto Dbl Doors Orange.E 25.00 

Poultry Dispatch E 29.00 LN 39.00 

LIONEL COLLECTOR 
EARLY SERIES BOXCARS 


250.00 

250.00 

■I_HMHHMIP_175.00 

2554 Can Pac Craig Manor-Passenger . .LN 250.00 
SANTA FE SETS 
H Santa Fe Vista Valley-Observation VG 1( 

1 Santa Fe Vista Valley-Observation EXC 11 


Y. Cent Oper. w/Man Brown LN 15.00 
. .Y Cent Oper w/Man Brown E 10.00 
Pa. Oper Merchandise Sit"— ' “ “ "" 


6454 Southern Pacific Tuscan .. 

6454 Southern Pacific Tuscan . 


EXTRA LONG QUAD HOPPERS 
BEAUTIFUL COLLECTOR ITEMS 

6 Alaska RR—Black — Rare .. EXC 45.00 
...6 Alaska RR — Black—Rare .. LN 60.00 
6446-25 Black Norfolk'& Western.. E/LN 29.0C 

RARE LIONEL LARGE 6464 SERIES 
BOX CARS MADE IN 1969 ALL 
BRAND NEW IN ORIGINAL BOXES 

N6464-75 Rock Island-Grn/Gold.75.0 

N6464-200 Pennsylvania-Tuscan 75.0 

N6464-400 Balt & Ohio-BI/Silver .75.0 

N6464-425 New Haven-Bk/Or Door 75.0 

N6464-9Q0 New York Central-Grn.75.01 

N6464-475 B & Maine Blue 75 01 

N6464-500 Timken.75.01 

N6464-525 Minn/Si. Lo-Red. 75 0( 

N6464-725 New Haven-Orange/Bk Drs. 

(Lionel Box Misprinted 735).25 CK 

Other Rare Box Cars in Stock Whal do you need’ 
Scratched & Chipped 6464 Senes Box Cars for Sale 
Cheap House Choice .Ea. 

LRGE "O” GAUGE ALUM PASS CARS 
PRESIDENTIAL CAR SETS 

2521 President McKinley-Observation . .EXC 7500 


CANADIAN PACIFIC SETS 

il Can Pac Banff Park-Observation EXC 

11 Can Pac Banff Park-Observation . .LN 

12 Can Pac Skyline 500-Vista Dome . EXC 

2 Can Pac Skyline 500-Vista Dome 

13 Can Pac Blair Manor-Passenger . 

3 Can Pac Blair Manor-Passenger_ 

4 Can Pac Craig Manor-Passenger. EXC 


2562 Santa Fe Regal Pass-Vista Dome. EXC 125.00 

2562 Santa Fe Regal Pass-Vista Dome . LN 150.00 

2563 Santa Fe Indian Falls-Pullman VG 100 OC 
2563 Santa Fe Indian Falls-Pullman ...EXC 125.00 
2563 Santa Fe Indian Falls-Pullman ....LN 150.00 

PASSENGER CARS - 027 GAUGE 
(MORE SETS IN STOCK NOT LISTED) 

3 Car Set 2412 Vista 2414 Pull. 

2416 Obs. Silv/BI Strp.VG 75.00 

3 Car Set 2412 Vista 2414 Pull. 

2416 Obs. Silv/BI Strp.E/LN 105.00 

3 Car Set 2432 Vista 2435 Pull. 

2436 Obs. Silv/Rd Ltr.VG 75.00 

3 Car Set 2432 Vista 2435 Pull. 

2436 Obs. Silv/Rd Ltr.E/LN 105.00 

3 Car Set 2422, 2421,2423 - Silv/BIk Ltr E/LN125.00 
" Car Set 2400 Pull, 2402 Pull. 

2401 Obs. Grn/Gr Rf-Rare.VG 10Q.0C 

Car Set 2400 Pull, 2402 Pull. 

2401 Obs. Grn/Gr Rf-Rare.E/LN 150.00 

Ex Cars Avail in Various Numbers VG 20.00 
Ex Cars Avail in Various No. ’s. E/LN 35.00 
46Gry Nor & West w/CvrdHtchs E/LN 29.00 
46 Silv Alco Alum w/Cvrd Htchs E/IN 39.00 
6436-1 Black Lehigh Valley E/LN 20.00 

. Western Pacific Silver.LN 50.00 

_ Western Pacific Silver E 40 00 

6464-25 Great Northern Orange.LN 50 00 

6464-25 Great Northern Orange. E 40 00 

6464-50 Minn & St Louis Tuscan .LN 30 00 

6464-50 Minn & St. Louis Tuscan E 20.00 

6464-75 Rock Island Green & Gold . LN 75.00 

6464-75 Rock Island Green & Gold E 45 00 

6464-125 N Y Central Gray & Red LN 50 00 

6464-125 N.Y Central Gray & Red E 40.00 

6464-150 Missouri Pacific Gray & Blue LN 50 OC 

6464-150 Missouri Pacific Gray & Blue E 40 OC 

6464-175 Rock Island Silver & Blue LN 50 OC 

6464-175 Rock Island Silver & Blue E 40 OC 

6464-200 Pennsylvania Tuscan .LN 60 OC 

6464-200 Pennsylvania Tuscan.E 50 OC 


ORIGINAL LIONEL TIN-PLATE 

250E Hiawatha Passenger Set.Call for Price 

5344 Full Scale Hudson Call for Price 

115 Station .Call tor Price 

201 & 203 Switchers Call for Price 

752W Union Pacific Pass. Set .. Call tor Price 
8976 Full Scale Switchers Call tor Price 

1616 Flying Yankee Set for Restoring . 22500 
752 U P Three Piece Set for Restoring . 395 00 
Five Junker Tinplate "027" Gauge Cars . 25.00 
251 Engine and Three Cars. Needs 

Restoring.... ......._.... 475.00 


. J. “027" 

Call (212) 9! 


Ileam' 


Engines for Restoring, 


1920-41 O-GAUGE 
TINPLATE SETS 

SET 1—752E Set-1-752 Power Car, 1-753 Coach 8, 

1- 754 Observation restored to like new condi¬ 
tion—Silver or Br/Yellow .495.00 

2— 752E Set—Union Pacific City of Portland- 
brown & yellow, 1-752 Power Car—2-753 
Coaches—1-754 Observation—all 

restored.695.00 

SET 3—267E Set—Chrome plated "Flying 

"ankee "—1-616 Power Car—2-617 Coaches 8 

. -618 Observation—Excellent.275.00 

SET 4—249E Gray Nickel trim Engine 2-4-2 & 

Tender, 1-602 Baggage, 1-600 Coach, 1-601 
Observation—Blue w/Silver roofs and Cream 
window trim—Restored to like new . . .375.00 
5—"Baby Blue Comet"—263 Engine 2-4-2 & 
Whistle. 6-6 Vanderbilt Tender. 1-615 Baggage. 
1-613 Coach. 1-614 Observation—2 tone Blue & 
Cream wind, trim—Beaut. Rest, to like 

new.895 OC 

SET 6—259E Gray Eng. & Whis. Tender, 659 Green 
Dumper. 1 -654 Sunoco tanker. 1 -657 red Ca¬ 
boose. All original—VG to excellent_150.00 

SET 7A—25IE Electric Engine, 2-605 Pullmf- ‘ 

606 Observation Car. Beautifully Restored 

Red .575.00 

8—1-668E Gray Engine 2-6-2 & Tender, 2-690 
Coaches. 1 -691 Observation—All original & Very 
Good to Excellent Condition.150.00 

SET 9A—256 Double Motor Electric Engine. 2-710 
Pullmans, 1-712 Observation Car, Beautifully 

Restored in Orange .975.00 

SET 10—City of Denver 636E w/2-637 Pullmans, 
1-638 Observation. Yellow & Brown. Scarce Set. 

■Nicely Restored.595.00 

SET 11-264E Engine & tender, 2-603 Pullmans, 
1-604 Observation. The Famous "Red Comet" 

Restored .475.00 

12—262 Black w/Copper pipes Steam Engine & 
tender. 602 Baggage, 600 Pullman, 601 
Observation. Cars are gray & red w/cream 

inserts. Restored.475.00 

SET 13—253 Electric-type Engine (Apple Green) 2- 

607 Pullmans, 1-608 Observation. Apple Green/ 
DkGreen w/Yellowtrim. Restored...:; .275.00 

SET 14—248 Box Cab Electric-type Engine. 2-629 
Pullmans, 1-630 Observation. Orange w/Green 

Trim. Restored ,.225.00 

SET 15—262 Black Steam Engine w/tender, 2-607 
Pullmans, 1-608 Observation. Apple Green 
w/Dk. Green roofs. All in orig. Excl + + 

Cond.395.00 

SET 16—Blue Streak Set. 265 Vanderbilt Engine w/ 
tender. 3 Pullmans (617, 618,619). Blue & 
White. Restored to like new condition .. ,575.00 
SET 17—700 Engine & tender (Restored) Special 

Sale .1,995.00 

SET 18—Lionel 00 Gauge Sets, 

boxed, etc.Call 

Junket Tinplate Cars.4/25.00 

STANDARD GAUGE 

CARS Scratched Very Good 

511 Lumber . 25.00 45.00 

512 Gondola . 25.00 45.00 

513 Cattle Car_ 5Q.00 75.00 

514 Box Car. 50.00 75.00 

514R Reefer . 12500 175.00 

515 Tank Car _ 50.00 75.00 

517 Caboose. 35.00 65.00 

520 Searchlight ... 75.00 100.00 

ENGINES 

392 Engine & Tender-needs restoring . . 97500 

385 Engine & Tender-needs restoring . . 47500 

384 Engine 8. Tender-needs restoring . . 395.00 

Lionel Std. Gauge Blue Comet Set,Call for Price 

‘**7 American Flyer Std. Gauge Green 

Gondola .EXC 150.00 

4017 American Flyer Std. Gauge Green 

Gondola .VG 125.00 

4021 American Flyer Std. Gauge Brown 

Caboose . ..VG 125.00 

1835 2-4-2 Std Gauge Engine 8. Tender, 

Restored. 65000 

1835 2-4-2 Std. Gauge Engine 8, Tender, 

Needs Restoring. 475.00 

220 Searchlight Car—Original . . EXC 275P n 

218 Side Dumper Car.E)(C 275.1 

218 Side Dumper Car.VG 225.1 

218 Side Dumper Car.Restored 225.00 

213 Cattle Car.Restored 225.00 

217 Caboose.EXC 250.00 

Lots of Junkers for Restoring 
Call for Prices—(212) 998-4226 


FREE PEMCO COLOR CATALOG 


NEW PEMCO HO LOCOS 

3200-001 0-4-0Tanks Fe 9 7 

3200002 0-4-0Tank PRR 9 7 

3200- 003 0-4-0 Tank B & 0 . 9 7 

3201- 001 2-6-0 Mogul S Fe 24 9 

3201-002 2-6-0 Mogul P RR 24 9 

3201-004 2-6-0 Mogul SP . 24 9 

3201-043 2-6-0 Mogul Southern 24 9 


3202-006 4-8-2 Mr 


3300- 010 F9 Diesel Amtrak 

3301- 001 F40 PH Diesel S Fe 
3301-008 F40 PH Diesel BN 

0 F40 PH Diesel Amtrak 


3302- 013 Alco 430 Diesel L. 

3303- 001 SD35 Diesel S Fe 
3303-008 S035 Diesel B N 
3303-011 S035 Diesel UP 

3303- 039 SD35 Diesel Rock 

3304- 015 GG1 P RR (Green) SALE 

3304016 GG1 P RR (Red) SALE 

ROLLING STOCK SERIES I 

3400 50 Double Door Box Car 

3402 50" Reefer Car 

3403 40" Slock Car 

ROLLING STOCK SERIES II 

3401 40 Tank Car 

3404 36 Caboose 

3405 40" Hopper Car 

ROLLING STOCK SERIES III 

3450 60 Double Door Box Car 

3451 60 3 Dome Tank Car 


3454 50 Flat Car w/Contamer Load. I 

3455 50 Flat Car w/Piggyback Load I 

OPERATING CARS 

3550 Crane Car w/Boom Tender : 

3551 Operating Coal Dump Car ! 

3552 Operating Log Dump Car ! 

3553 Hopper Car Loader/Unloader ! 

OPERATING ACCESSORIES 

3802 Crossing Gate 4 

3803 Revolving Beacon 5 

3804 Coal/Gravel Conveyor 4 

3805 Gantry Crane E 

3806 Semaphore Signal 4 

3807 Railroad Crossing Signals 4 

3613 17 Piece Bridge & Trestle Set 2 

3614 33 Piece Bridge & Trestle Set 2 

N GAUGE CLOSEOUTS 
Model Power 7506 Trolley plus dummy.. 15,95 
Model Power 7552 Alco RSD15, Rock Is. .15.95 

Model Power 7543 F40PH Diesel.15,95 

Model Power Alco 420 3 car set w/track & pack, 

list $39 .Sale 19.99 

Bachman Metroliner, dummy. 4.99 

Model Power “N" Gauge Catalog. 1.75 

HO GAUGE CLOSEOUTS 

Bachman EMD F40PH R.TA. 8.99 

Bachman GE E60 CP Diesel Rock Island 9.99 
Bachman Auto Train, Auto Carrier .... 
Bachman Auto Train, 85' Full Dome Pass. 

Bachman Penn Central Caboose. 50 

WILLIAMS 1981 
“O” GAUGE LINE 

2300 NYC. Deluxe Heavyweight 

4,Car Set . 112,00 

2311 N8.W Trainmaster Loco . 

707 N8.W Deluxe Heavyweight 

Car Set . 112.00 

Complete Set—Loco & 


3707 


4 Cars 


. 112.00 


2361 Penn Trainmaster Loco . 

2600 Penn Deluxe Heavyweight 

4 Car Set . 112.1 

3600 Penn Complete Set—Loco & 

4 Cars. 205.00 

2351 Amtrack Trainmaster Loco .... 112.00 

2800 Amtrack Amfleet 4 Car Set ... 149.95 

3800 Amtrack Complete Set—Loco & 

4 Cars . 249,95 

829 Amtrack MetrSLiner . 195.00 

1445 Bayonet Base GE 18V Lamps 100/35.00 

1447 Screw Base GE 18V Lamps . 100/35.00 
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The Deluxe Heisler Logging Train 

Complete with Free Carrying Case 
Plus 3 Log Cars & Caboose 

2 Truck 
$79.99 

3 Truck 

$89.99 



i-Like HO Remote Switches, 
RHorLH $2.50 
HO ATLAS TRACK SALE 

9". 6”, 3", or 1t»" Straight Track ea 

18". 15". or 22" RadiusTrack ea 

' 18" Radius Track.ea. . 

Degree Crossing ea 1 

raight Terminal Track 
jrminal Rail Joiners . 

#43 Deadend Bumper 

#44 Rerailer.3/1. 

#45 18" Radius Terminal Track. 

#47 Track Assortment Box I 

#49 Deadend Uncoupler 1 

#50 Remote Control Switch LH 3 

#51 Remote Control Switch RH 3 

#52 Remote Sw Machine Only LH 1 

#53 Remote Sw. Machine Only RH i 

#54 Metal Rail Joiners (48/pkg) 

#55 PlasticInsulRaiUoiners(24/pkg) 

.. .. .... 2 50 

#61 Manual r 
TROLLER HO/N GAUGE POWERPACKS 

TRANSCAB 2000 

TRANS-PAK 2.5 Model 3000 .. 

TWIN TRANS-PAK 5 Model 5501 

MOMENTUM 2 5. Model 5000 


TWIN MOMENTUM 5. Model 8000 
TRA-1001 (6 amp) 

TRANS-AMP 1, Model 20. 

TWIN TRANS-AMP 1. Model 30 


62.89 


AHM "O” GAUGE R-T-R 

MDT Diesel Engine (DC) ... 

Conversion cplr (mate perfectly w/Lionel) 1 ( 
"0" Gauge Curved or Straight 2-Rail Track 5 
'0” Gauge R/C 2-Rail Switches (LH only) 6 S 

'306-B VaTrucklee Bobber Caboose . 

7306-D III Central Bobber Caboose. 

AHM HO-GAUGE ENGINES 

5012 Powered GP18 . I 

5015 Powered Alco C424 . I 

4-6-2 Santa Fe Heavy Pacific w/tender 41 

4-6-2 C&0 Heavy Pacific w/tender .71 

2-8-8-0 Baltimore & Ohio Mallet w/tender 11! 
Chic & Alton Heavy Pac Eng w/tender 71 

8 Different Passenger Cars Ea ! 

F19C&0 Heavy Pacific 71 

'-8-8-2 Y6B Mallet N&W. Pennsy, SF .. 9i 

2-10-2 SI A B & 0. 91 

4-8-B-2 Cab Forward 11! 

2-8-4 Commemorative Berkshire 4' 

LRV Trolley & Dummy H 

Blue Comet Engine and Tender /i 

Blue Comet Passenger Cars ea ! 

.. ’ 'ime Pass Cars, our choice road . . ; 

MRC POWERPACKS 
Controlmaster XI (List $139.98) 79 

n..„i, — Pack V (List $64,98) 

—ir (List T c " 

■ 

_501(U 

Cab Control 77 (List l 
Cab Control 55 (List $ 1 
Tech II Model 1400 
Tech II Model 2400 
Tech II Model 1500 


lontrolmaster (List $59.98) 


01 (List $28 98) 


3 Shifter 0-4-0 


18 99 2 
18 99 21 99 


24.99 27 
26 99 31 
26 99 32 

23.99 24 

24 99 27 

25 99 29 

26 99 32 
28 99 34 

SF. UP, B&O. Chessie. Cres Ltd, Can Pap NYC. 34 


306 Prairie 2-6-2 

307 General 4-4-0 . 

308 Dixie Belle 4-6-0 
1890 Rodgers 4-6-0 
1880 12-Wheeler 

... Pacific 4-6-2. 

312 Mikado 2-8-2 
Mogul 2-6-0 
USRA Alco 0-8-0 . 

. . Consolidation 2-8-0 

316 Hudson 4-6-4 

317 Berkshire 2-8-4 

318 Decapod 2-10-0 

SF, UP. B&0. Chessie. uieanu, can ran. mu. 

So Railway, III Cent. PRR. GT. Chgo Milw 8 St Paul 

809 Smoke & Sound Retrofit Kit .... 

810 MG81 Motor w/Gear Box - Retro Kit 

MANTUA MARK II llwnFr 

SUPER DETAILED LOCOS K IT 

519 Consolidation 2-8-0 2/Vandy 

520 Pacific w/Vandy tend . 

521 Mikado2-8-8x/Vandytend .... 

522 Camelback 2-8-2 . 

™ 1 Logger 2-6-6-2 NEW .oa.aa 4 

ur, ou ran, rnR, Read, NYC, Ehe, Cent NJ, 

So Railway, ACL, GN, Chgo & Est III, Can Pac 
MANTUA READY TO RUN DIESELS 
10.99 GP-20 


34.99 42.99 

36.99 44.99 

32.99 37.99 



NYC! 


Undec, SF, UP, Rio Grande, Reading, 

B&0, Penn Cent, GN, Burl, CSNW 
Plymouth Diesels 
UP, US Steel, Bell Tele, Gen Elec, Ford, DuPont, Rep 
01 Westinghouse, HKChem, Timken, PPG 

inport Diesels .8.99 

urtu, SP, NYC, GN, Milw, Sumpter 
Ready to Run Vanderbilt Tenders ea.6.99 

UP, NP, SP, NYC, C80, B&O. NSW So. Railway, 
Seaboard Coast Line, GN, CSNW. GT 

Long Haul Tender-Undecorated .ea. 5.99 

ALUM STREAMLINE ||NnFr 

LITEDPASSCARS KIT R-T-R 

221 Baggage 8 99 

222 Combine 8 99 

223 Coach 8 99 

Diner 8 99 

Room Car 8 99 

Observation 10 99 

JP, PRR, NYC. BSO, Amtrak. GN. CSNW. 

MANTUA VINTAGE CARS 
Passenger 


)0 Combine 
G Milw, PRR 

I Spirit of America Pass Car 
i Spirit of America Combine 
I Pair Frt Tracks w/Steel Axles 
1 Pr Frt Trks D/castS Steel Axles 
i PrDIx Frt Tks Brass WhS Axles 
I Pr Delux Frt Trks w/D/cast Side 
Free: Beautiful Mantua Color Catalog SI 


99 2 50 
99 2 50 
99 2.50 
99 2 5C 

99 2 5t 


BL-2 

Powered and 
Unpowered PLUS 
FREE Bonus Caboose | 


$13.1 


AHM EMD SW1 
DIESEL plus 
FREE Caboose 

$9.99 


TROLLEYS $5.99 


Rio Grande 
Clinchfield 
Delaware& Hudson 

P ^EL0W WHOLESALE CLOSEOUTS CH0ICE 0F R0AD 6 " /ea ‘ 

1930's Smooth Side or 1920's Heavyweight P. n nn, n y P 3^ c v^f, , ; y T?." r '* nd, unuF 
— Our Choice S5SgffSAS??A'SS2.T* nTh^. 1 ; 

OF ROAD NAME g*™"; *■ «k> Blue Ooo. 

^ ^ _ Burlington Northern Pennsylvanli 

$3.99 55!fYSkctn°!i 0 Baltimore' iiohk 

PEMC0- Mountain 4-8-2 (HO scale) 
w/Vanderbuilt Tender 

$39.99 




PEMC0 

2-6-0 Mogul (HO scale) 

not shown.$22.99 

' NEW MANTUA 4-6-2 PACIFIC 
OR 2-8-2 CAMELBACK 
KIT $32.99 R-T-R $37.9< 


x HO TURNTABLE List$169.99 

I SPECIAL $89.99 



HO CAN-TYPE DC MOTORS 
12 volt $4.95/ea. 3 for $12.00 ,Used as tape drive motors for Texas Instruments computer 
terminals. Rated at12-vDC. will run on only 1-v DC. Fully Guaranteed Double shaft style only available 
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FP-45 
Powered and 
Unpowered PLUS 
FREE Caboose 

S13 ■ 9 9 of nr °- c -■ • ■' 
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ALLENTOWN, PA. 

Adults $2, child. 75<P adv. 


18102; (215)821-7886. 


rground, Agricultural Hall, 9-3P 
J " door: adults $2.50, chi 

Walnut St., Allentown, 


GILBERTSVILLE, Pi 


It. 73 beg. at 9AM. Pre-reg: $1; at 
12 free. Info: William Ramsey, 223 
boro, PA 19040; (215) 675-5957. 


LEVITTOWN, PA. March 14: Libei 

Road. Adm. $3 adults, child. $1; f 
Charles G. Gallus, 102 Old Dubl 
18901; (215) 345-6988. 


PHILADELPHIA, PA. February 20 
Train, Miniature & Toy Show: HO, N, 

76, Schuylkill Expressway to Unix 


:y Ave. Exit, follow 


PENNDEL, PA. March 6: Penndel Train 
del Firehouse, Center and Cresent Sts. 
Info: Charles G. Gallus, 102 Old Dublin F 
18901; (215)345-6988. 


Meet, 9-2PM, Penn- 
3 ike, Doylestown, PA 


PITTSTON, PA. March 21: Pennsyl 
vention Hall, Oak St., Adm. $3. Ir 
lerno, 10 Garber St., Old Forge, P/ 


WILLIAMSPORT, PA. February 28: W 


15 on 973 East, 9-4pm. A 
Info: Jim Stabley, 208 Be* 
II; (717)323-8883. 


SEATTLE, WA. March 21: The Pad' 
the NMRA Swap Meet and Auctior 
Lynnwood, just off 1-5. Models & R! 

WA 98106; (206)762-1895. 


3, Doylestown, PA 


KENOSHA, Wl. IV 


Tri-County Model RR Cl 



ONBOARD 


LOCOMOTIVE SOUND & 
CONTROL SYSTEM 


NEWS & VIEWS #8, 

MARCH 1982: 

You can build a magnificent Alco PA set, 
using ONBOARD, Athearn, and Proto Power 
West components. If you do it right, the 
operation, control, and sound will be the 
finest you've ever heard from a diesel loco¬ 
motive model. Here’s how we did our units: 

The frame of the B unit was discarded, and 
replaced with a carefully fitted floor made 
from 1/16" material (Circuit board stock or 
styrene can be used.). Power unit trucks 
were utilized, so as to obtain metal bearings. 
ThdVucks were dis-assembled, and the side 
plates cut off along a line just above the axle 
openings. Light, flexible wires were soldered 
to each side plate to provide electrical con¬ 
nections. The trucks were then reassembled, 
utilizing a simple plastic clamp arrangement. 
They were then mounted on the floor board, 
using 2-56 screws. 

A 2" speaker was then cut down to 114" 
width, and mounted over seven 14" holes that 
had previously been drilled at the center of 
the floor. 

In order to maximize the reliability of elec¬ 
trical pick-up, four Vi" x 14" x 2" steel bars 
were glued to the floorboard, just over the 
trucks. The sound synthesizer and the throt¬ 
tle (receiver) were then mounted on the 
weights, using double-sided foam tape (3M). 



ONBOARD sound synthesizerand 
Athearn PA-B, with Proto Power 


We intended the units to be a permanent 
lashup, so installed a drawbar (instead of 
couplers) between them. This avoided the 
need for electrical plugs and sockets, which 
we have found to be a total nuisance. 

Next, wires were soldered to the truck 
side-plates of the powered unit, and all 
side-plate wires were gathered together at a 
convenient point. Thus, electrical pickup is 
from twelve wheels on each rail. This loco¬ 
motive never stalls because of dirty track! 


Speaker and motor wiring was then done, 
per the ONBOARD System manual. 

The B unit shell was fitted with four styrene 
lugs to locate the floor, and openings were 
cut in the shells at the doorways between the 
units, for the wires. 

As a result of the large, quality motor and 
heavy flywheels of the Proto Power West 
mechanism, and fine control capability of 
the ONBOARD System, the locomotive is a 
particularly smooth runner. Because of the 
large speaker which could be used, and the 
large enclosure provided by the B unit shell, 
the sound quality is outstanding. Overall, it 
is a real joy to operate. 

Our PA’s are on display at the Train Shop, 
in San Jose, CA. If you're in the area, drop by 
that fine shop, and check them out! 


For a 35 minute cassette recording of 
ONBOARD sounds and a description 
of how they are accomplished, a cat¬ 
alog and price sheet, and a coupon 
good for a $5 discount on your first 
purchase of ONBOARD equipment, 
send $5 to 

KELLER ENGINEERING 
200-C San Mateo Avenue 
Los Gatos, CA 95030 
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NEW “O" Gauge Delrin plastic coupler 


nd I 
air I 


“O” Gauge Delrin all plastic completely insulated Kadee Magne-Matic® couplers and 
draft gear. Companion to our 805 metal coupler for insulated mounting. 

#804..$2.55/pair 


HO GAUGE HO GAUGE HO GAUGE HO GAUGE HO GAUGE 


Kadee “Micro-Trains” 
is back in the HO “Logging Car” business. 

If you are in logging or thinking about 
it, you can see and purchase these 
Super Fine “Master Builders” Kits 
from your local hobby shop. 

All parts are prefabricated for quick 
easy “goof proof” assembly. You will 
be more than pleased and delighted 
with yourself and the finished model. 

Not only do they look prototypical, 
they track well and have many work¬ 
ing parts. 

Made of exceptionally detailed die 
castings (truck frames, center sills, 
bunks, doors, windows etc.) plastic 
molded parts (caboose body and roof, 
out riggers, logs draft gear and ac¬ 
cessories), formed wire parts and ac¬ 
cessories (grab irons, small chains, 
highly detailed see-through one piece 
turn buckles and truss rods and other 
small parts), you can make a model 
you’ll really be plesed with. 

All cars are equipped with the famous 
Magne-Matic® automatic delayed ac¬ 
tion magnetic couplers. 

T hr r»H i , K, Industrial Caboose #104-7 $14.95 

Three models are now available: 

#101 HO Disconnected logging car with three logs, with 2 prs. of couplers.'.$15.95 

#107 HO Disconnected logging trucks without logs, with 2prs of couplers.$13.95 

#104-1 HO Logging caboose, with 1 pair of couplers.$14.95 




N Gauge Micro-Trains N Gauge Micro-Trains N Gauge 


You can’t buy finer N Gauge cars than our Micro-Trains. 

“ We make the best !!” 

Highly detailed to prototype proportions with such refinements as sliding low profile doors, 
low profile roof walks, brake wheels and other detail, reefers and hoppers whose hatches 
open and close, couplers magnetically opened and set for delayed coupling, finely detailed 
truck known for their trackability and free rolling, low profile replaceable stirrups and pro¬ 
perly weighted and detailed die cast underbody. 

Our cars are “Star Performers” which not 
only look beautiful, but also roll and 
operate to perfection. 

With the “Quality” we put into our cars, 
price wise, they are your best value. Treat 
yourself to our deluxe line of Micro Trains 
: line, you won't be sorry that you did. 


This car is painted dark brawn with printing 
In opaque white. 

See your Dealer first, he is your local source 
supply of our famous Kadee Micro-Trains 
Line. If he Is not stocking, ask him to do so. 
He can order them direct from our factory. 


ar Is painted light brown with white lett 
We have five New “N” Gauge c; 
BOSTON & MAINE 
Caboose #50140 $10.60 

CANADIAN PACIFIC 

39’ Hopper #55150 $ 8.80 

D. L. & W LACKAWANNA 
40'Boxcar #23110 $7.20 

LOUISVILLE & NASHVILLE 
50’ Boxcar #32140 $ 7.20 

TEXAS AND PACIFIC 
the factory only. 40’Stockcar #35110 $7.20 

720 Grape St. Medford, OR 97501 mm—U 
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SP coach drawings 

O Did RMC ever publish drawings of the 
double-deck commuter coaches used on 
the Southern Pacific ? 

A Drawings and photos of these cars ap¬ 
peared in the May 1969 issue on pages 
28-33. Pullman Standard, St. Louis and 
Budd-built equipment is shown. While this 
issue is out of print, it might be located at a 
major reference library (with a copy service) 
or through a used-magazine dealer. 

CE drawings 

O What issues of RMC had drawings of 
General Electric U-boats1 

A Several different drawings have ap¬ 
peared over the years. While none of 
these issues are in print, you may be able to 
locate them at a used-magazine dealer, large 
reference library, or in the collection of a 
fellow modeler. The February 1964 issue, 
page 44, had drawings of Union Pacific 
U50Bs. The U25B appeared in January 
1966, page 52. The issues in 1968 had these 
drawings: January, page 29, U28C; April, 
ies 42 and 43, U25C and U28B; and De¬ 
cember, page 30, U30B. The U30C was in 
January 1969, page 24, and the U23B, 
November 1973, page 53. April 1974, page 
35, and U18B drawings, and the July 1975 
issue, page 35, had U50C drawings. 



Unique Locomotive Post or Mailbox Signs 
(Specify Type). 15" x 15” Everlasting Satin 
Black Cast Aluminum. 1%" Raised Reflec¬ 
tive Letters (Two Lines on Both Sides). 16 
Characters (Spaces Count) Per Line Maxi¬ 
mum. They Make Wonderful Gifts! Mulitple 
Orders Deduct $5.00 Per Sign. (Please 
Print Clearly, Allow Three Weeks). 

ASHLAND BARNS a^or 97520 
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A UNIQUE CONCEPT IN MODEL RAILROADING SUPPLY 
YOUR ONE SOURCE FOR ALL N SCALE 


N scale exclusively with in depth stock. Same day delivery. Attractive prices. 
From the largest exclusively N Scale Mail Order Supplier. 

MARCH SPECIALS 
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THE TRAIN MASTER 
THE COMPLETE SOURCE FOR N SCALE 
OX 5208, ALBANY, - 
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— FREIGHT CARS' 

m HO-Gauge 40' and 60' freight car for evei 
)ecala are used to letter 266 different lei 
chemes for kits and * ready-to-run cars. All cai 




E-UTU CAPS IN STOCK 
ADULT: S-M-L-XL (6% thru 7%) 

CHILD: XS-S-M-L $5.25 (postpaid) 

• RR LANTERNS: $14.95 (plus $1.75 ship) 

• MOTO TOOL KIT: VARIABLE SPEED W/34 ACCESSORIES 


$ 


STATION PRODUCTS 
P.O. Box 90898-RM 
Los Angeles, CA 90009 

Send SSAE for complete list 
(Calif. Res. add 6“/i Sales Tax) 


N gauge brass kits 

$6. 95 ea 


Modeling European catenary 

0 1 am planning to build an HO scale Eu¬ 
ropean prototype, all-electric railway 
using overhead wire, and have looked high 
and low for technical literature on the sub¬ 
ject. Is there any such information available? 

A According to the Wayner's All-Time In¬ 
dex, The Bulletin of the National Rail¬ 
way Historical Society ran a series of articles 
on the history of electrification in the United 
States and Europe in their Volume 34, issues 
number two and six (1969) and in Volume 35, 
issue three (1970). 

As for model equipment, Marklin, Som- 
merfeldt and Vollmer make European-style 
catenary. Wm. K. Walthers Inc., 5601 W. Flo¬ 
rist Ave., Milwaukee, WI 53218, carries both 
the Marklin catalog and the Vollmer line of 
overhead catenary. The Sommerfeldt line is' 
distributed by Stevens International, P.O. 
Box 2908, Cherry Hill, N.J. 08034. 

Great Northern structure colors 

O What colors did the GN use on their 
wooden depots and other structures ? 

A We recall seeing many solid white de¬ 
pots along the line of the GN. A recent 
calendar photo of the old BN depot in Essex 
Montana, shows that the BN has continued 
the tradition and the structure retains that 
color. Some of the depots had the mountain 
goat herald and the town name painted di¬ 
rectly on the side— r.m. 

sp&s data 

0 Could you tell me which issues ofRMC 
featured articles on the Spokane, Port¬ 
land & Seattle ? 

A The April 1971 RMC had a photo study 
of the line’s diesel power of that era. A 


follow-up focusing on the SP&S’s rolling 
stock appeared in May 1971. 

Outdoor railroading 

0 1 will be moving to the South soon and 
plan to build an outdoor O scale rail¬ 
road. Any suggestions about the track and 
wiring will be appreciated. 

A Any outdoor railroad will require good 
drainage under the track. This holds 
true in both North and South; frost really 
heaves the track in cold climates, and wash¬ 
outs and the infiltration of silt can be a 
problem anywhere that has heavy rainfall. 
Dig down about a foot and line the trench 
with gravel, then tamp it. Some modelers 
have had success with track spiked to treated 
boards laid on this gravel foundation, while 
others have preferred to ballast home-made 
or commercial track in place. Les Gaskill, a 
former neighbor of mine in Illinois, took 
2"x4" lumber and cut it into 2" lengths, then 
sliced these pieces lengthwise into 14”-wide 
strips. This gave him ties that were 4" deep; 
they were then soaked in creosote. A jig was 
made to hold these pieces, and rail was 
spiked down. These track sections were then 
laid in place, and limestone screenings were 
used as ballast. 

He buried feeder wires in the ballast and 
provided jumpers to the track at intervals. 
One could use outdoor cable for this, splitting 
it for the jumpers and securely insulating the 
splices with tape and silicone sealant. Les 
operated from overhead wire, but if one insu¬ 
lated the turnouts, two-rail operation should 
work well. It might be a good idea to either 
add extra contacts to the points or develop a 
manual switchstand with contacts. (See 
the April 1975 issue of RMC, pages 54-56 


BOOKBINDER'S "TRAINS UNLIMITED" 


m serving the discriminating Lionel Train Collector, worldwide since 1966. “Trains Unlimited” has on display one of the largest inventories of 
Lionel Standard & O Gauge trains. Pre-war & post-war locos, diesels, 6464 box cars, accessories, operating cars, Hudsons, tinplate freights & passengers, track, 
switches, transformers & signals from 1915 to 1965 are always on display. See 50,000 items. Free postage in U.S.A. No reproductions! 



Items marked REST have been superbly restored by experts to look and run like brand new. One year mechanical guarantee on all purchases. Prices sub¬ 
ject to change. ORDER BY PHONE: 212-657-2224. VISA & MASTER CHARGE, AMERICAN EXPRESS 8> COD’S ACCEPTED. Give charge 
card ID # and exp. date. Please send $5.00 for illustrated catalog. We pay top dollar for trains. Open 7 days a week & evenings. Visitors always welcome. 


BOOKBINDER S "TRAINS UNLIMITED” 84 20 A 






























for an article on a switch stand.) 

You will also have to deal with expansion 
and contraction of the rail on an outdoor line. 
While indoor railroads have this problem 
too, the daily temperature range is not as 
severe. You may have to develop a sliding 
expansion section similar to the one de¬ 
scribed in the February 1975 RMC, pages 
44-45 (out of print). Essentially, this is an 
overlapping joint designed to slide. Finally, 
be sure to add flexible jumpers between all 
pieces of rail. 

Modeling the Lehigh & New 
England 

0 Could, you list some sources of informa¬ 
tion on the Lehigh & New England that 
would be of use to modelers? 

A We’ve mentioned it before, but with the 
large amount of recent interest in the 
LNE, it is worth repeating. The Lehigh Val¬ 
ley Chapter of the National Railway Histori¬ 
cal Society has produced two different books 
that have LNE information. Railroads in the 
Lehigh River Valley contains a chapter on 
the LNE with historical information and mo¬ 
tive power photos. While it is currently out of 
stock, a new printing is due soon. Their other 
book,History of the Lehigh and New England 
Railroad, is still available for $5.00. Write to 
Jacob M. Schock, 4461 Thebes Turn, 
Whitehall, PA 18052, for the books or infor¬ 
mation on them. 

You might also check with modelers who 
have back issues of RMC in their libraries. 
The September 1965 issue had an article on 
the road and some equipment photos. 

Finally, a book has recently been pub¬ 
lished on just this subject—L ehigh & New 
England. It was written by Ed Crist and 


John Krause, and published by Carstens 
Publications, Inc. It may be obtained from 
our Readers’ Service Department; the cost is 
$9.95. 

Layout designing 

O What is the best track plan for an area 
that measures approximately 14 by 20 

feet? 

A Readers frequently ask us for a track 
plan to fit a specific space. What is 
“best" will depend upon many factors. We do 
not design track plans here. There are individ¬ 
uals who offer layout planning services based 
on the specific interests and needs of the mod¬ 
eler requesting the service. A person who likes 
steam power in the form of 2-10-4's and 4-6-6- 
4’s, along with full-length streamlined passen¬ 
ger cars, will have a different set of guidelines 
from a person who likes 44-tonners and Alco 
S2’s on a freight switching pike. I know that 
many modelers have been somewhat shocked 
when confronted with an hour of local switch¬ 
ing on my 20-foot linear pike—a layout with¬ 
out some sort of direction reversing seems 
strange. 

Every track plan that appears in RMC has a 
variety of merits, as well as some features 
that we ourselves would not model. This is 
true of both home layouts and clubs. Most 
layouts usually go through changes that indi¬ 
cate that what is best is not necessarily per¬ 
manent. Many of us want to design a perfect 
layout and we begin to fear changing it in any 
way. That could be the reason some modelers 
call upon others to design their layout. Per¬ 
haps the thought is that the “pro” will not 
make the mistakes that the individual will. 
My own feeling is that you are shortchanging 
yourself—layout design is one of the truly en- 



NEW 38 FT. HIGH CAPACITY TANK CAR By (™g§! 



The definitely different short 
fat tank with an insulating jacket 
to help carry various chemicals 
safely on your pike. 

A kitbasher’s delight - pick up 
several from your dealer today! 


NAMES AVAILABLE 

9023 Gulf 

9024 Lion 

9025 Celanese 

9026 Titanium 


9027 Shamrock 

9028 Dow Chemical 

9029 Goodyear 

9030 Union Starch 


If unavailable in your area send check or money order, 
N.Y. residents please add sales tax. 


In U.S.A. Model Power. 200 5th Ave.. New York. NY 10010 

Imported in Canada by Model Power 

2230 Speers Road. Oakville. Ontario L6L 2X8 



































CANADIANS 

Does your modelling suffer 
from - Poor Selection 
High Prices 
Stow Delivery ? 


f WE CAN HELP 

4th ed. HO catalog $ 2 
Lark spur line 


P.0. Box 9283, Alta Vista Terminal 
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, K1G 3T9 
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RMC 

BACK 

ISSUE 

Special 


Our 10 issue special: 

Choose any 10 issues of RAILROAD 
MODEL CRAFTSMAN from the follow¬ 
ing list. Cost is only $7.50 in United 
States, $8.50 in Canada, and $9.50 
foreign. Please give us some extra 
choices as some issues are in very 
short supply. Be sure to include a 
street address on orders of 25 or more 
since we ship by UPS. 


Q 1970 Sep 

□ 1971 Dec 

□ 1974 Aug 

□ 1976 Nov 

□ 1977 Jun 
O 1980 Jun 

1980 Jul 


Q 1981 May 
d 1981 Jun 

□ 1981 Jul 

□ 1981 Aug 

□ 1981 Sep 
O 1981 Oct 
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P.O. Box 700, Newton, NJ 07860 

I Enclosed find $ . . . . Please send me the 
back issues of RAILROAD MODEL 
CRAFTSMAN which I have checked above. 

□ Any ten issues for $7.50. 


NAME. 

STREET. 

CITY. 

STATE.ZIP 


Copies postpaid in USA. Please add 50« per 
10 copies to Canada, $1 per 10 copies 
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joyable aspects of the hobby. I'm reminded of 
Chuck Yungkurth’s thoughts on the “Fear of 
Error,” written for OBSERVATIONS in January, 
1978. Track and benchwork can change as our 
goals and interests change. It would be wise 
to use materials in such a way that they can be 
reused when change does come. 

Seeking help in layout design is fine and 
represents the sharing in our hobby that leads 
to friendship and personal growth, but we 
should also allow an opportunity to develop 
our own skills and self-confidence— r.m. 

PRR induction radio antennas 



A Alco Models, P.O. Box 211, Port Jeffer¬ 
son, NY 11777, produces antenna 
stanchions for Pennsy diesels in both brass 
and plastic. However, this stanchion is only 
correct for the later diesels (such as the 
GP30). The antenna itself is easy to repre¬ 
sent using brass wire, but there are several 
types of stanchions or supports. I’ve had good 
results using the Athearn "wrap around” 
handrail post as an antenna support. This 
seems to be very close to the type used on 
many of the first-generation diesels. The 
wrap-around part can be filed on the top and 
both sides to give it the squared-offlook that 
appears in photos of the prototype. 

Some of the supports might be very in¬ 
volved to model. The RS3s used angle stock 
that was formed to allow for the opening of 
the engine hatch covers. Some of the FMs 
used an offset type of mounting that will call 
for some creative modeling to duplicate. Use 
the commercial products for "production 
line” models and build up the antennas to 
match photos on your special units—R.M. 


Soldering and unsoldering 
rail joints 

0 Soldering rail joints and painting rail are 
common practices, but how do you un¬ 
solder joints after they have been painted, es¬ 
pecially when they are on the top of plastic 
ties? 

A I have not found the paint on a soldered 
rail joint to present any problems when 
dismantling track. I have used a single-edge 
razor blade as a heat sink to protect the ties. A 
clean chisel or round tip on a 40-watt iron 
should do the job. The iron should be placed 
quickly so that a heat buildup does not de¬ 
stroy the ties. All of this assumes that the 
original soldering was neatly done and you do 
not have large blobs of solder to melt through. 
Some slight deformity in plastic ties should 
not be a problem. Check to see that the gauge 
has remained the same and that no plastic 
interferes with passing wheels when re-using 
the track. 

Making the original solder joints is done in 


the same way—quickly with a 40-watt iron. 
Clean the parts, use a non-corrosive flux and 
rosin core solder. Heat the rail and touch the 
solder to it. It should go on “wet” and quick. 

Matching up shells and power 
chassis 

0 1 recently purchased a plastic model o) 
an Alco diesel The detailing on the body 
shell was very good but the drive mechanism 
left much to be desired Athearn makes the 
trucks I need on their U-boat series, but the 
Athearn motor is too wide to fit in the Alco 
shell Do you have any suggestions? 

A There are a variety of replacement mo¬ 
tors and mechansims available today. 
These are designed to replace the stock items 
in various mechanisms. The motors them¬ 
selves are reasonably priced and come in a 
number of sizes. This alone might solve your 
problem. You could also consider some sort of 
frame modification or building your own 
frame, making use of the Athearn truck and 
gearing. A complete replacement is possible- 
see your dealer for parts and brands. Keep in 
mind that many of the older firms produce a 
variety of diesel parts and sideframes. Kem- 
tron, Walthers and Hobbytown parts might 
be of help. John English, Lionel, Model Power 
and Trains Miniature also produce or did pro¬ 
duce Alco trucks and power chassis—R.M. 


Removing molded on roofwalks 


0 /s there an easy way to remove a molded- 
on roofwalk without replacing the entire 


roof? 


A If you are planning on replacing the 
molded on roofwalk with a more detailed 
version, such as the type now offered by De¬ 
tail Associates, you could mill or file the walk 
down to the heigh of the ribs. The shadow cast 
by the new walk would hide any lack of detail. 
If, on the other hand, you are modeling an 
older car that now has the roofwalk removed, 
you are faced with a slow and careful filing 
job. The CM Shops roofwalk plugs or plastic 
body putty can be used to fill holes and de¬ 
pressions in the roof— r.m. 


C&NW green 

O Is there any paint for plastic that dupli¬ 
cates the green and yellow used by the 
Chicago & North Western? 

A You may use ready-mixed paint from 
the regular Scalecoat line if you use a 
Shieldcoat primer on the plastic. Number 35 
is C&NW Yellow and No. 36 is C&NW 
Green; the undercoat is recommended, since 
these colors are not part of the Scalecoat II 
line, which is fully compatible with plastic. 
You may be able to spray directly on the 
plastic with the regular Scalecoat with some 
practice, however. 

Accu-Paint is plastic-compatible. You may 
add a little white to their Medium Yellow, No 
AP-20, or use E-L Yellow, AP-24, to come 
close to the C&NW colors. MEC Pine Tree 
Green, AP-26, with a little yellow added, 
should approximate the green. Polly S PR40, 
Dark Green, from Floquil, is very close to the 
C&NW color; Polly S paints are also plastic- 
compatible. PR-31 is similarly close to the 
yellow. In the regular Floquil line, a light¬ 
ened Reefer Yellow (RR31) and a darkened 
RR40 Dark Green may do. With care, one can 
spray regular Floquil on most plastics. A coat 
of Barrier is generally recommended to pro¬ 
tect the plastic when brushing. Experiment 
with your equipment and techniques on 
scrap materials before painting the finished 
model. es 
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/ c PERSPECTIVE 

Out of their time 

E lectrics last a long time—the longevity of the GGl’s, the former Lackawanna and Illinois Central 
multiple-unit suburban cars and the South Shore’s enduring interurbans attest to that fact. 
Since they carry no combustion engines of any sort, wear is generally limited to wheel, brake, control 
and moto. parts, all of which are renewable if the parts are available or can be made. There are still 
small railroads in four states that have held to power which reaches up to a copper web to use the 
electrons that give them their energy. The reasons for the use of electric locomotives vary, but all the 
lines have one thing in common: they exist, in a sense, beyond their “time,” being holdovers from the 
era in which electric traction was widespread. Sometimes the reason for continued electric operation 
becomes obvious-ownership by an electric utility. Such is the case in the photos on the opposite 
page. One thing is unexpected, though, and that is that one of the lines shown still runs. 

The Milwaukee Electric Railway & Transport Co. (It was “& Light Co.” prior to 1938, when a 
reorganization occurred in response to legislation that separated railway and power utilities.) never 
balked at building its own equipment. Their Cold Spring Shops regularly rebuilt or manufactured the 
line’s cars. Twenty-four years separated the building of steeplecab L10, shown at the Lakeside Power 
Plant (top) just south of the city limits, and the completion of the L3, which was photographed at the 
generating station on the lakefront in Port Washington, north of the city (left center). The former 
rolled from the TM shops in the wartime year of 1944, yet it still has a close relationship to its 1920 
partner. Details may differ, but the general lines are the same and the dimensions are not that far 
apart. Both were the property of the Wisconsin Electric Power Co. when the photos were taken, but 
the L3 still wears railway olive and yellow, while the LlO’s cab carries the power company’s “Reddy 
Kilowatt” insignia and colors. A circle. Built by a railroad/power utility, cut loose, then rejo inin g the 
fold, these units and their partners spent their last days as in-plant switchers moving coal, ash, or oil, 
depending upon the fuel used. Port received coal by boat and Lakeside went from coed to gas in 1969, 
but converted to oil in 1970; only a short stretch of track to the C&NW interchange remained, and, 
by 1972, WEPCO terminated electric operations there and at Port Washington. The equipment was 
donated to the museum at East Troy, Wisconsin. The L10 returned to Lakeside for a few years, but, 
by 1977, was no longer used. It is the property of the museum but has yet to be moved. Another set 
of wires down. 

Note that electrics weather a bit differently from diesels and steam locomotives-there is a general 
fading, some dust around the trucks, and on the oldest units, some rust. Only if they work the coal 
pile do they get really covered with grime. The L10 photo shows that the trolley wire is arranged for 
pantographs, as well as poles; one loco was so equipped to simplify switching. Guy wires are promi¬ 
nent on the line poles, a detail often forgotten in model work. Small lines do get creative: the flat car 
adjacent to L3 is probably an old passenger car frame riding on trucks stripped of their motors. 
Looking at the tank car, a slight oil slick coats its upper surface; the photo is dated by the standard 
brass journals—roller bearings are common now. 

The wire is still up at the Union Electric Company’s Keokuk, Iowa, to Hamilton, Illinois, dam. In 
fact, the top of the dam provides the right of way. At about 2:30 each working day, the flat motor 
pulls out from the powerhouse to cross to the small loading dock and storehouse on the Illinois side 
to pick up mail and any freight. The latter can consist of insulators, as on this day in June, 1974. 
They came in on the company truck seen in the head-on shot. A job peculiar to electrics was that of 
pole-tending. During switching, someone usually watched the rope to avoid dewirements. 

Parts needed for car repairs come from a small stockpile or are made. The duty is light and, 
mstead of running on a full 600 volts, the pressure on the wire is only 250. There is a little over a mile 
of track here, and the operation is not complex. Yet, the flat motor still provides its intended service, 
65 years after it was manufactured by American Car Co. 

WILLIAM C. SCHAUMBURG 
Managing editor 
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Richard Stoving recalls an afternoon spent along the New York 
Central main line during the twilight of the steam era. 



D riving home to New York from Albany one afternoon in 
May of 1947, I decided to renew my acquaintance with 
the mighty New York Central in one of its most picturesque 
settings: the highlands of the Hudson River. 

It was a perfect day. The spring foliage was fresh and rich, 
and the regal Hudson reflected a deep blue sky filled with 
lazy, billowing white clouds. I had my camera, some film, and 
the latest issue of the employees’ timetable. Perhaps, I 
thought, an hour’s interlude on the Hudson’s east bank 
might yield a few good action shots. 

Dropping down a narrow road from Route 9D a short dis¬ 
tance north of the Bear Mountain Bridge, I came in short 
order upon the shimmering rails of the Central’s main stem. 


Although the railroad company’s original plan was to widen 
the entire road through the highlands, the onset of the great 
depression had left this section, between Peekskill and Garri¬ 
son, as a two-track line. 

Packing my camera and the timetable, I left my car by the 
side of the road and struck out in search of the ideal photo¬ 
graphic spot. I did not have to go far. Hoofing through a 
rocky cut, I discovered a place in which the rails and river¬ 
bed flowed together in a graceful arc. A small jetty provided 
a fine vantage point, with the sun at my back across the 
river. It was a rail photographer’s dream come true. I got 
ready quickly, for I knew that the Central would put on a 
good show. I was not to be disappointed. s 
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-le 5330 heads up train No. 161, the Albany local. Ten 
years ago, this Alco product surely would have worked the 


Century past this same spot, but this is 1947, and the top 
trains are being handled by J-3’s and S-I’s. 



A sprightly K-3 bursts from the tunnel portal (left) with 
local No. 156 from Poughkeepsie in a display of vigor that 
belied her advancing years. The heavy Advance Commo¬ 
dore Vanderbilt (below) was the jast train I photographed 
that afternoon. She was in the hands of L-4b 3143, a Lima 
war baby that was short on memories, but long on horse¬ 
power indicated at the drawbar. Another decade would 
demonstrate that the refinements of the 3100’s would not 
suffice to stem the tide rolling in from La Grange, but in 
1947 they were second only to the Niagaras. 


seemed well worth the while when the 1339, an 
H-5q, showed up with a local freight. 
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T he SWAC/2 throttle article was printed 
in August, 1977, RMC. The story also 
showed a number of different types of hand¬ 
held throttles that could be used with SWAC/ 
2. They were the SWAT/1 to SWAT/5. This 
was only a start to the types of hand-held 
throttles that could be built. In the Septem¬ 
ber, 1980, RMC Robert Bucklew showed how 
to build a SWAT using the insides of an R/C 
(radio controlled) model car. This allowed him 
to control the SWAC/2 by radio control. 

One thing the SWAC/2 throttle system is 
good at is running a switching yard. One of 
the main reasons for this is that you operate 
most of the SWAT’s without looking at them. 
This is very handy when switching, because 
you can watch the cars and engine, and not 
the throttle controls as you must with most 
throttles. The most popular of the SWAT’s so 
far has been SWAT/2. This is the two button 
throttle. 

Some of the best ideas since the publica¬ 
tion of the SWAC/2 articles have come from 
people using the system. The inspiration for 
the one in this article comes from the Walnut 
Creek Model Railroad Society. This SWAT, 
dubbed the SWAT/6, is based on a design 
many of them are using for switching. 


The circuit looks a lot like the SWAT/3 
(September, 1977, RMC), which uses a knob 
and pot to control speed and a toggle switch 
to control direction. The SWAT/6 also uses a 
pot to set the engine speed. The big differ¬ 
ence is in the type of direction switch used. 
The switch in this SWAT reverses the trains 
direction each time it is pressed. The speed 
pot sets the maximum speed and a trim pot 
sets the acceleration rate. This allows you to 
set a maximum speed and then switch direc¬ 
tions with the push of a single button. The 
SWAC/2 takes care of the deceleration, stop¬ 
ping, reversing, and then accelerating back 
to the set speed. Once set, the speed and ac¬ 
celeration rates are all done automatically. 
All you have to think about is when to 
change directions. 

There are two other features that you can 
add to the SWAT/6. One of them is the “park¬ 
ing brake.” This is a toggle switch that also 
acts as an emergency stop. Once the toggle is 
turned on (down), the engine will come to a 
stop and hold until the switch is turned off 
(up). When turned on, the engine will resume 
the speed set by the speed pot. 

The second feature is the power-on LED(s). 
Here you can either use one of the two-color 


(red/green) LED's or two separate LED’s. 

The advantage of the two-color LED’s is that 
you can see the direction the SWAT/6 is set 
for, even when the parking brake is set. Both 
of these are options and can be installed now, 
later or left out. 

Another nice feature is that all of the parts 
used to build this SWAT/6 are available from 
Radio Shack—or at least, they were when I 
built the test model. 

It is interesting to watch an engineer run 
my Sierra City yards with the SWAT/6. You 
can hold this unit in one hand, use your 
thumb to switch directions, and still have a 
finger or two free to operate the turnout 
pushbuttons. You can run the whole yard 
with one hand and hold your cup of coffee in 
the other hand. (Now you know why we call 
our group the South Side Switching and Sip¬ 
ping Society.) 

Circuit Description 

The switch used for reversing is called a 
“push-on, push-off” type of pushbutton 
switch. Actually, the switch is not on/off, but 
a single-pole double-throw (SPDT) type 
switch. The contacts of this switch transfer 
from one side to the other each time it is oper- | 



SKIflTE, 

If you built the SWAC/2, there’s another SWAT hand-held 
throttle to add to the list/Don Fiehmann 
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ated. This switch is connected to reverse the 
polarity of the power fed to the speed pot 
each time the switch is operated. A second 
pot is used to set the acceleration rate. I used 
a lOOKtrim pot and mounted it on the back 
of the speed control pot. With a small hole in 
the back of the case, you can adjust the set¬ 
ting of this acceleration control pot. The ac¬ 
celeration pot does not need to be adjusted 
very often. The only time would be if you had 
a big change in speed of the locomotive being 

The LED’s can either be two separate 
LED’s, one green and one red, or one two- 
color LED. Radio Shack calls this LED a 
“tri-color LED.” (You can also make this 
LED turn yellow if you use it on a.c.) I con¬ 
nected my unit so it would light green if it 
was set for forward and red for reverse. That 
would mean that the short lead on the two- 
color LED would be connected to the output 
of the pushbutton switch. To be honest, I left 
the two wires to the LED off until the unit 
was finished and determined the correct con¬ 
nection after I turned power on. One word of 
advice on soldering LED’s. Try to do it fast 
with a hot iron; too much heat too long will 
send you back to Radio Shack for another 
LED! One way to help is to leave the leads 
long on the LED, and solder the wires on 
near the ends away from the LED. You can 
also hold the leads of the LED with a pair of 
long nose pliers at a point between the LED 
and the part of the lead to be soldered. This 
will keep the heat from getting to the LED as 
it is soldered. 

When finished, plug it into your SWAC/2 
and start switching with your favorite 
switcher. Set the trim pot for the best acceler¬ 
ation at the speed you work the engine, css 
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The mythical Silver Palace Lines is predomi¬ 
nately an East to West western United 
States type railroad. Starting at the fictitious 
modern eastern city of Williams, named for 
the president and primary financier of the 
line, running somewhat westerly through 
several tunnels, including the 14 mile long 
bore constructed at considerable expense 
to maintain a level grade through the Great 
Divide, finally emerging at the lower plains 
community of Purina, noted for its fine farm¬ 
land which provides the highest quality of 
feeds. The line then continues through Edi¬ 
son, site of the main steam electric generat¬ 
ing plant for the region, on to Craigs Valley, 
named for the first son of the lines president 
and present Vice President in charge of op¬ 
erations. Here we find the Consolidated Pe¬ 
troleum Company, suppliers of the line’sfuel 
requirements, Swift Meat Packing Plant and 
Midstate Produce Company whose products 
grace the tables of our first class diners,as 
well as Valley Lumber Company who sup¬ 
plied the lumber for construction of many 
station buildings. The line leaves the valley 
floor at this point and proceeds up a 2% 
grade through two tunnels to the mesa at 
Stevens, so named for the second son of the 
president and present Vice President in 
charge of maintenance. Here we find the 
Grand Junction Box Works, supplier of 
many of the systems industries, Union Ice 
Company and Sunkist Citrus Packing Plant 
who also regularly supply our diners as well 
as Harpes Pole Trimming Company who fur¬ 
nished the high grade poles required for the 
lines communications and signal system. 
Then on through the orange groves to the 
west and the rugged hill country ultimately 
arriving at the division point and yard on the 


plateau at the old west town of Marysville, 
named for the wife of the lines president, 
now vice president in charge of the commis¬ 
sary. Marysville has many industries.includ- 
ing the company owned creosoting plant. It 
also provides servicing facilities for steam 
locomotives at the midpoint of their trans¬ 
continental run as well as an intermediate 
terminal for the systems' freight and piggy¬ 
back operations. From here the line pro¬ 
ceeds west up a stiff grade through Buck- 
horn Tunnel and over the railroads highest 
curved pile trestle crossing “Boots” creek, 
named after the company mascot, going on 
through the heavily timbered area at Summit 
and continuing past Red Rock, site of the 
quarry which furnished most of the system's 
ballast, on to Monrovia where we find the 
well known Day & Night plant and the Power 
Tool Supply Company. The line then pro¬ 
ceeds down-grade through the cattle coun¬ 
try at Buckhorn past the Koehler Stockyards 
and the Buckhorn Ore Processing plant. It 
then continues up the railroads' longest, 
steepest grade heading west through the 
heavily forested community of Timberline, 
location of Melins Saw Mill and Barton Flats 
Lumber Company,supplier of all the heavy 
timbers used in the original bridges on the 
line and passes over the longest steel struc¬ 
ture on the system terminating at the mod¬ 
ern city served by Mission Station, the west¬ 
ern counterpart of Williams. Here we find the 
freight classification yard, locomotive servic¬ 
ing facilities and coach yard as well as such 
modern devices as a piggyback facility, 
passenger car and locomotive washers, a 
commissary for resupplying diners and 
lounge cars and a Pullman service facility to 
prepare the cars for their next run. 



Bill Topham’s layout is one of 
the roads on tour during the 
1982PCR convention, April 29, 
30, May 1 and 2. It’s HO scale 
and follows the SP/ Charles 
Hepperle 


W hen Bill Topham wasn’t working 
on the railroad, he was likely to 
be at home working on his Silver Palace 
Lines pike or at his local club layout. 
For 27 years, he was a civil engineer 
during the day with the Southern 
Pacific—at night he was and is the 
brass hat of the HO scale Silver Palace 
Lines. Built into a special 20 by 20 foot 
room of Bill’s self-designed home, the 
15 by 18 foot railroad comes to life for 
operating sessions with Bill, Earl O. 
Harpe, Paul C. Koehler, Richard F. Me- 
lin, and other friends. 

The pike is named after the plush Sil¬ 
ver Palace passenger trains of the 
Southern Pacific’s predecessor, the Cen¬ 
tral Pacific. Since it follows Southern 
Pacific prototype, the SP initials come 
in handy, and, in fact were part of the 
reason for choosing Silver Palace as the 
name. It provides an effective solution 


to the problem of deciding whether to 
have a private-name railroad or follow 
an existing one. 

To aid operations, Bill made a twelve- 
page printed timetable containing back- < 
ground information, a track plan, rules 
and instructions, equipment standards, 
and layout specifications, in addition to 
a detailed schedule of arrivals and de¬ 
partures of the 14 passenger trains. The 
timetable is dedicated to his father, who 
took Bill on thousands of miles of train 
rides. With the dedication is a 1939 
photo of the elder Topham in front of 
SP cab-forward No. 4123 on his last run 
as engineer after 44 years of service. 

The Silver Palace Lines timetable is 
as much of a work of art as the layout 
itself. In it one can find information on 
virtually everything about the railroad, 
from the locomotive ratings to struc¬ 
tures having limited clearances and the 
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Silver Palace Lines 


gauge of wire used in the electrical sys¬ 
tem. Every siding and the number of 
40-foot cars it will hold is indicated. 
Terms used in the timetable are defined 
and include the distinctions between su¬ 
perior train, superior right, superior 
class, and superior direction, among 
others. One part, giving background in¬ 
formation on the pike, is entitled “Con¬ 
cept" and is reproduced in this article 
as an example of Bill’s thoroughness of 
planning and attention to detail. 

Four mainline cabs, two yard cabs, 
and one switching cab provide control 
over the 580 feet (more than nine-and-a- 
half scale miles) of track. Five panels di¬ 
rect trains through 74 turnouts that are 
a minimum of number six on the 216 
feet (over three-and-a-half scale miles) of 
mainline. The minimum mainline radius 
is 34 inches and the maximum ruling 
grade is two percent. Trackage is hand- 
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Silver Palace Lines 



laid. Two divisions comprise the Silver 
Palace Lines. The Mountain Division 
toward the rear of the layout depicts 
the 1800’s, while the balance is the 
larger Valley Division set in the 1960’s. 

Bill began construction early in 1960 
and is still working on it today. There 
are still a few minor areas where the 
scenery is not complete; however, they 
are in areas not usually seen by the ca¬ 
sual visitor. To assure trouble-free oper¬ 
ation, Bill carefully planned the Silver 
Palace Lines on paper then made scale 
drawings which then led to his making 
a full-size (in HO) track plan before com¬ 
mencing construction. Electrical cir¬ 
cuits were all designed ahead of con¬ 
struction and, when installed, were put 
in neatly with complete labeling; they 
were made easily accessible for trouble¬ 
shooting. To prevent defects, Bill did a 
small amount of wiring during each 
work session and then tested it and the 
previously-installed circuits before pro¬ 
ceeding further. 



It’s necessary to duck under the lay¬ 
out to reach two openings for operating 
remote cabs and yard panels. The incon¬ 
venience is neglible when compared to 
the problems that could otherwise de¬ 
velop from lack of visibility if the cabs 
and panels were located elsewhere. A 
card system that is basically the one de¬ 
veloped by Doug Smith is used for oper¬ 
ating; each of the cards is covered with 
clear adhesive plastic for durability. 

Forty-five locomotives provide power 
for the 36 standard and streamlined 
passenger cars and 126 freight cars of 
all descriptions. A gas-electric, RDC, 
and a McKeen car handle local passen¬ 
ger service. Silver Palace locos, lettered 
for the Southern Pacific, range from 4- 
2-0 to 4-8-8-2 in steam, and from SW1 to 
GP35 in diesel. The rolling stock all 
have Kadee couplers and are weighted 
according to standards that graduate 
from three ounces for 30-foot cars to 
seven ounces for the 85-footers. Cars 
that are not able to be weighted prop¬ 


Urban scenery in both small town and large-city for¬ 
mats blends in with California countryside on the Sil¬ 
ver Palace Lines. The local works near Marysville at 
left, and an overview of industries and the yard at 


erly, but meet all the other car stan¬ 
dards as shown in the timetable, are run 
at the rear of trains. Underweight cars 
have their gladhands painted orange to 
allow quick identification. 

The Silver Palace Lines will be on 
view to the attendees of the annual con¬ 
vention of the Pacific Coast Region 
(NMRA) this spring. See the RMC time¬ 
table in this issue for details on the Pas¬ 
adena (California) Rose Special meet. 
Also on the convention layout tour will 
be the Glendale Model Railroad Club. 
Bill belongs to the club and also de¬ 
signed their building which includes a 
separate entrance/exit and viewing area 
for visitors, high-level control center for 
operating, and plenty of room for work¬ 
shop and lounge space. 
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Hard Coal: The Anthracite story 


C oal was formed in Pennsylvania when a series of coastal 
swamps were created as rising ocean water flooded 
heavily vegetated land areas. Later, the sea receded and the 
swamps were covered by layers of mud, sand, and skeletal 
matter from ocean organisms. This happened many times, 
eventually forming layers of coal interspersed between 
bands of rock, limestone, and shale. Later periods of intense 
geological activity caused upheavals of the earth’s crust, re¬ 
sulting in ridges of mountains across the state. The 
mountain-building forces in the western and central parts of 
the state were less intense, resulting in gradual undulations 
in the originally-horizontal land surface and coal seams. The 
action of water and rivers eventually cut steep-sided valleys 
into the relatively flat area, creating the present-day coun¬ 
tryside of many valleys and ridges. In this area, the river 
valleys frequently cut through the seams of coal and mining 
consisted of merely tunneling into a hillside where an out¬ 
cropping occurred. 

The eastern part of Pennsylvania was subjected to much 
more intense pressures, which led to folding, cracking, and 
upheaving the deposited layers of coed and other minerals. In 
some places, the veins of coal intersected the surface at an 
angle, then plunging steeply into a basin, they would come 
to the surface at the other edge of the valley or basin. The 
additional geological activity subjected the coal to addi¬ 
tional pressures, and possibly more heat, which made the 
coal denser and less gaseous. Coal which received the addi¬ 
tional pressure is called anthracite coal, while the undis¬ 
turbed coal is called bituminous. These classifications are 
not precise, as there are many classifications of coal between 
bituminous and anthracite, depending on where they are 
mined and the characteristics of the coal. It is said that there 


When these photos were taken, in February, 1969, coal was still be¬ 
ing mined in Carbondale, Pennsylvania, and taken to the Northwest 
breaker. The breaker was located on what was originally the Scranton 
Division of the O&W and later operated by the Erie Lackawanna as 
their Riverside branch. The blue paint on the side of the breaker (be¬ 
low) is from the spraying of the coal loads, which was being done at 
that time as a means of insuring that none of the coal was removed 
from the hoppers before they reached their destination. 













The bituminous coal seams of western Pennsylvania run parallel to 
the surface of the earth and the valleys have been formed by years 
of water erosion. 


The anthracite coal seams of eastern Pennsylvania have been bro¬ 
ken and the valleys, ridges, and basins have been formed by up¬ 
heavals of the Earth’s crust. 


was a mine in Sullivan County, Pennsylvania, which mined 
bituminous coal on the upper seams, while anthracite could 
be mined at lower levels. 

For many years anthracite coal was a major energy source 
in the northeastern United States. It was used primarily for 
the heating of homes and other buildings, but a large 
amount was used in power stations for generating electricity. 
Until the mid-thirties, anthracite was used for locomotive 
fuel by the railroads of the region; after that it was cheaper 
to bring in bituminous coal for this purpose. The Wooten lo¬ 
comotive firebox was developed by the Reading Coal and 
Iron Company to burn the small sizes of coal for which there 
was no market in the late nineteenth century. This wide fire¬ 
box led, in turn, to the development of the two-cab Mother 
Hubbard locomotive. These distinctive steam locomotives 
were an integral part of the anthracite mining scene and 
were universally known throughout the region as “camel- 
backs.” 

The transportation of anthracite was the reason for con¬ 
structing the railroads which ultimately were joined to form 
the Reading, Lackawanna, Delaware & Hudson, Lehigh Val¬ 
ley and others which served northeastern Pennsylvania. 
Most of these lines were intended to haul the anthracite to 
urban centers, as well as to ocean and lake ports. When the 
coal trade declined, railroads such as the Lackawanna and 
the Lehigh Valley attempted to become east-west carriers to 
replace the lost traffic. The eventual demise of these rail¬ 
roads can be traced to their routes through the rugged, 
mountainous country which they traversed because that is 
where the coal was. 

One of the major problems faced by the early anthracite 
railroads was the constant flow of coal needed to operate the 
lines efficiently. This was a difficulty, even to those com¬ 
panies such as the Reading and the D&H, which were origi¬ 
nally coal companies that got into the canal business, and 
later railroading, just to get the coal to a marketplace. To 
assure adequate coal supply and traffic, the railroads began 
to buy up coal lands and mining companies until they con- 
troled the entire industry. Despite this dominance, there 
were certain problems which plagued the mining and ship¬ 
ping of anthracite. The demand for the coal existed only in 
the winter months, and there was no really efficient or eco¬ 
nomical way to store large quantities of it. Throughout the 
entire anthracite era in Pennsylvania, the problems of sup¬ 
ply and demand led to slack periods where mines were 
closed, miners were laid off, and the railroads had yards 
crammed full of empty hopper cars for long periods. When 
the coal market rose, the mines could not be worked fast 
RAILROAD MODEL CRAFTSMAN 


enough and the railroads did not have enough equipment to 
handle the flow. These factors led to constant union prob¬ 
lems, including the famous “Molly Maguires,” which were 
bands of militant miners. The hardships affecting the indus¬ 
try were often expressed in burned breakers, blacklists and 
other confrontations between the companies and the men. 

As part of the mine-to-market organizations owned by the 
railroads, networks of distributors and coal yards for home 
sales and deliveries were set up. In 1906, federal legislation, 
in the form of the Hepburn Act, prohibited all railroads from 
transporting commodities produced by the railroads them¬ 
selves, with the exception of timber. The effect of this legisla¬ 
tion was a long series of court battles which ultimately 
forced the railroads to set up separate companies to mine 
and market their coal holdings. The D&H formed the Hud¬ 
son Coal Company; the Lackawanna created the Glen Alden 
Coal Company; and the Lehigh Valley Coal Company mines 
were, of course, formerly owned by the Lehigh Valley Rail¬ 
road. Virtually every coal carrier had a corresponding min¬ 
ing and sales company, and all these coal companies carried 
out very competitive advertising campaigns with distinctive 
trade marks. 

Perhaps the best known of these advertising promotions 
was the “Blue Coal" sold by the Glen Alden Coal Company. 
This coal company sponsored the famous Adventures of the 
Shadow radio mystery series for many years. The name Blue 
Coal came from the blue flame given off by the burning an¬ 
thracite, but to do it up really proper, the Glen Alden actu- 

This map of Pennsylvania shows the anthracite regions: Scranton 
to Wilkes-Barre; Shamokin to Hazelton; and the Pottsville area. 
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ally dyed the coal blue! The dye was dissolved in water, 
along with a powder, and was sprayed on the coal as it was 
loaded into the hopper cars at the breaker or preparation 
plant. (So trains of bright coal are quite prototypical for the 
period through the forties!) Not to be outdone by such an 
advertising coup, the Hudson Coal Company sold their an¬ 
thracite with small orange tagboard triangles scattered 
through it to identify their “D&H Cone Cleaned Coal.” An¬ 
other coal company sold anthracite covered with small red 
dots. World War II put an end to this gimmickery—there is 
no telling where it all would have ended. 

The metal signs bearing the trademarks, dealers names, 
and slogans of the large anthracite coal companies are still to 
be seen an old coal bunkers near fuel dealers' yards all over 
the Northeast. Glen Alden signs are very common in upstate 
New York, while the familiar “fried egg” of the Lehigh and 
New England’s “Old Company’s Lehigh” is seen in Pennsyl¬ 
vania and New Jersey. 

The dependence upon the home heating market made the 
anthracite mines especially vulnerable to the spreading oil 
and natural gas industry for domestic use. Despite the intro¬ 
duction of stokers for automatically firing home furnaces, 
the nuisance of disposing of ashes, plus providing coal stor¬ 
age space in houses remained. Smaller new homes had no 
basements for furnaces and coal bins. By 1950, the anthra¬ 
cite industry was in really bad shape. The slump started be¬ 
fore World War II. Higher labor costs, obsolete equipment, 


The famous “Fried Egg” insignia of Old Company’s Lehigh adorns 
the entrance to the mine shaft at Lansford, Pennsylvania. 


mine flooding, and the fact that the better veins were mined 
out, all helped contribute to the general decline. 

Hauling anthracite was still an important part of railroad 
traffic until well into the early diesel era. A fair number of 
large mines and processing facilities were operating on a par¬ 
tial basis as late as 1965. Even now, Conrail lists over thirty 
points where anthracite is loaded, all in the area bounded by 
the Lehigh and the Susquehanna rivers on the east and west, 
and approximately Harrisburg on the south, with Wilkes- 
Barre on the north. While much of the coal today is used in 
power plants as a fuel, much of it is also used for chemical 
processes and as a filter material. The black gravel in the 
filter of your home aquarium apparatus is probably anthra¬ 
cite coal. 

In appearance, bituminous coal is a grayish black, crum¬ 
bly mineral. If a large piece is dropped, it will usually shatter 
into smaller fragments and dust. Typically, it is made up of 
about 60% pure carbon, with the rest being volatile material 
that burns as a gas after the coal is heated. Most of the vola¬ 
tile material is hydrogen which combines with the sulfur of¬ 
ten found in “soft” coal to form hydrogen sulfide gas. This in 
turn gives the characteristic steam locomotive smoke odor. 
Bituminous coal burns with a bright yellow flame and can 
give off considerable amounts of smoke, depending on the 
exact composition of the coal and the conditions under which 
it is being burned. This type of coal is found in many parts of 
the United States and, when coal is used in a general term, it 
refers to bituminous coal. Depending again on the exact type 
of soft coal, it can be converted into coke by heating it in a 
sealed chamber and driving off the gases, leaving pure car¬ 
bon, or coke, behind. 













One of the very few anthracite breakers served by an interurban was 
located on the Lackawanna & Wyoming Valley Railroad’s Laurel Line 
near Moosic, Pennsylvania. This crude wooden structure was typical 


of the smallest mining operations and only loaded a few cars a day. 
Electric current for the rail serving the siding was controlled by a 
knife switch located in the box on the power pole. 


Anthracite is a hard glassy material which requires consid¬ 
erable force or a hard blow to cause a fracture. It is made up 
almost entirely of pure carbon which burns cleanly and 
leaves very little ash. The burning produces little smoke or 
smell, which made it ideal for home heating. Northeastern 
Pennsylvania is the only place in the world where anthracite 
coal is found in significant commercial quantities. There are 
some small deposits in Rhode Island, and a fair amount was 
hauled out of the Rockies in Colorado by the narrow gauge 
network of the Denver and Rio Grande. 

The coal mines as modeled on the typical model railroad 
represent soft coal tipples. Actually we don’t model coal 
mines, since the mines are under the surface of the earth, 
unless it is an open pit or strip mine. What is modeled is 


either a loading facility or a preparation plant. The soft coal 
tipple is literally that. Since bituminous coal occurs in thick 
seams with little rock or shale, only the coal is removed. It is 
brought out and, after a very cursory screening and hand 
picking to remove stray scrap iron, rock, and unexploded 
blasting material, it is dumped directly into the waiting hop¬ 
per cars. Operations of this sort can still be found today in 
soft coal areas, but the output of the mines is usually for¬ 
warded to a large modern processing plant where it is care¬ 
fully graded and cleaned for today’s complex soft coal mar¬ 
ket. 

From the very start of the anthracite mining industry, it 
was necessary to resort to extensive crushing, screening, 
and separation of the accompanying rock and slate that was 


The giant Saint Nicholas breaker in Minersville, Pennsylvania, which 
was built in 1967, stands in sharp contrast to the little wooden break¬ 


er pictured above,and the row of wooden company houses that line 
the street leading up to it. 
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removed from the mine along with the coal. The market for 
hard coal always demanded that the coal be sized for the 
type of furnace or grates upon which it was to be burned. 
Coal was graded into sizes starting with “egg,” then down 
through “chestnut” and “pea,” with other intermediate 
grades, until the finest sizes, such as “rice,” were reached. 
These processes were carried out in tall structures called 
“breakers” by the natives, but officially called “collieries” 
by the coal companies. The breakers had a distinctive fea¬ 
ture in that there was always a long sloping ramp to haul the 



Towns and rail yards often grew up around the mining operations. 
The CNJ’s Ashley yard is a prime example of this (above). The view 
of Swoyersville (below) shows the former “Harry E” breaker looming 
above the houses and a local watering spot. The backyards of these 
houses end at the railroad tracks serving the breaker. 



In this Reading Anthracite Company photo,a Reading Railroad2-8-8-0 
with a coal train poses in front of the newly constructed Locust Sum- 


coal to the top of the building; from there, it passed by grav¬ 
ity through the processing machinery until it arrived in the 
standard gauge hopper cars at ground level. Early coal 
breakers actually had mine car trackage on the slope to the 
top, and mine cars were hauled up by cables and hoisting 
machinery. As technology progressed, the mine cars were un¬ 
loaded at ground level and the coal moved to the top of the 
breaker by various types of conveyors. This eliminated the 
problems associated with locating the car hoisting and 
dumping machinery at the top of a structure already 
crammed with crushers and other apparatus. The first 
breakers were of massive wood construction. Difficulties 
with fire, machinery vibrations and decay caused by the 
constant flow of water associated with coal cleaning led to 
the construction of steel-framed buildings sheathed with cor¬ 
rugated iron. Such construction began in the early part of 
this century in Pennsylvania. 

One of the largest anthracite breakers still standing today 
is the Loree Colliery at Larksville, Pennsylvania. It was built 
in 139 days after a fire destroyed an older wooden breaker in 
1919. Constructed and operated by the Hudson Coal Com¬ 
pany, it had a capacity of over 100 fifty-ton cars per day. 
While no longer served by rail, the asjuipment is still used to 
process coal trucked into and out of the breaker. A few 
breakers were built after World War II, with the St. Nicholas 
plant at Minersville being one of the most modern. Com¬ 
pleted in 1967, it is part of the Reading Anthracite Com¬ 
pany's workings, which are located throughout the southern 
part of the anthracite region. 

Mining operations were carried out wherever the coal 
could be mined. Collieries and mine entrances were found in 
the center of large cities, as well in remote rural regions. The 
cities and towns developed around the mining, with the rail¬ 
roads and mine machinery manufacturing plants coming 
later. Both Scranton and Wilkes-Barre had mine entrances, 
large breakers and large waste heaps just several city blocks 
from the main business thoroughfares. Miners in these cities 
were able to ride streetcars to work and alight directly at the 
breakers. Residential areas of various types were adjacent to 
the mines, particularly in the more remote areas, where the 
famous “patch” of company-built small houses was a part of 
every mine company's property. Railroad yards and locomo¬ 
tive servicing facilities were frequently built right next to 
large breakers, because larger numbers of trains and crews 
worked from these points. All of this adds up to the fact that 
an anthracite breaker can be located virtually anywhere on a 
model railroad that has an eastern Pennsylvania theme, with 
all kinds of interesting scenic and operating possibilities. We 
will take a look at ways to model them next month. es 



mit breaker (left). Today, the abandoned breaker stands as a monu¬ 
ment to the days when coal was king. 
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Great Northern fire instruction car 

Drawings of a car converted for training/Julian Cavalier 


W hen fire prevention is involved, a 
company does its best to make a 
point. The dangers to life, property and 
job are too great to ignore or to take 
lightly. The Great Northern, concerned 
for the safety of its employees, had an 
on-going fire prevention program to 
alert them to the potential dangers 
involved, train them in preventive 
maintenance, and instruct them in 
emergency procedures. In 1964, the rail¬ 
road took an old baggage and express 
car and converted it into a rolling class¬ 
room. To emphasize the purpose of the 
car and the program, a special “flame” 
paint scheme was applied to it. Great 
Northern X-1828 then toured the rails 
of the line, carrying the needed instruc¬ 
tional materials, fire extinguishers of 
varying types and purposes, axes, 
shovels and other apparatus. At sched- 
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uled times and locations, instructors, 
who came up separately on passenger 
trains or were assigned to the local ter¬ 
minals, would proceed to hold classes. 


GN X-1828 was originally built as a 
baggage and express car by Barney & 
Smith, of Dayton, Ohio. It rolled from 
the carbuilder’s shops in 1910 in a se¬ 
date Pullman Green, the standard 
colors of the heavyweight fleet of the 
time. It originally carried the number 
455. The car apparently had small win¬ 
dows positioned at intervals above the 
belt rail, and a standard door, trap and 
step at one end. The plating used to 
cover them shows clearly in the photos. 
Though equiped with truss rods, the car 
had steel center sills. The practice of 
converting old baggage and passenger 
cars to air brake and other instructional 
cars was common on the railroads; they 
Could be moved on freights or passen¬ 
ger trains to the locations needed. They 
often carried maintenance department 
color schemes. es 
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Modeling track™ 



M odel track has come a long way in the last ten to fifteen 
years, but many railroaders still take a casual attitude 
towards this important part of a layout. A modeler will 
spend countless hours building, detailing and weathering 
rolling stock, structures and scenery so they look exactly 
like the real thing and then lay track that is one step re¬ 
moved from its tinplate ancestry. 

Track is a model as worthy of super-detailing as any other 
part of your railroad. Prototype track doesn’t have massive 
gleeming brass or silver (nickel silver, that is) rail, with 4" 
diameter spike heads holding it onto shiny, even 12" wide, 
plastic ties. 

Go out and really study the coloration and detail of proto¬ 
type track and while you’re at it, bring a ruler along to mea¬ 
sure the rail, ties and other details. I am quite sure you’ll 
discover some very interesting things. Also, be sure to bring 
your camera for some color photos, because they will be one 
of your best guides when laying model track. 

Except for the sheen of the steel railheads, there is nothing 
clean and sparkling about prototype trackage. In fact, every¬ 
thing about it is dull-colored. You will see the rust-oil coating 
of the rail web and base, laid on crooked ties that are 
weather-bleached to a dull gray with only a faint tan tint 
remaining. The ties on heavily-used main line trackage will be 
newer and darker, but even they will not line up perfectly. 
Rust, grease, oil spills, weeds and debris partially or com¬ 
pletely cover ties and so many other things usually un¬ 
touched by model railroaders. Why these details are often 
overlooked by so many model railroaders is a difficult thing 
to understand. 

In this article I will explain how some of those details are 
done on the Fine Scale Miniatures dioramas, but first some¬ 
thing about the actual track itself. For years I have shyed 
away from flexible track because of the shiny, plastic ties, 
but I finally realized that if they are properly colored and 
weathered, it’s hard to tell the difference from the hand laid 
wooden ones. 

Flexible track, such as the kind made by Rail Craft, comes 
with scale size ties and code 70 and 55 nickel silver rail. Lam¬ 
bert also has scale size ties and track, but not in code 55. For 
this article I used the Rail Craft brand since they are some¬ 
what crooked and uneven like the prototype and each one 
has two tie plates and tiny spikes. These are details you 
would rarely find on hand laid trackage. 

For me, in HO, code 100 rail is out of the question because 
it’s not really a scale version of typical track. I feel the 
smaller sizes capture that sometimes “fragile” appearance of 
prototype trackage. The code 70 can be used for main line, 
yards and secondary trackage, such as on branch and short 
lines. Code 83 can be used for heavy-duty track. I prefer the 
even smaller code 55 for spurs and sidings. This size is made 
only by Rail Craft at present. Before I begin, I would like to 


The hot, dry heat and blowing sands of the Arizona (top) desert have 
combined to weather the tracks of the Tucson, Cornelia & Gila Bend 
Railroad. One of the keys to successfully modeling track is to pay 
close attention to the appearance of the track in the area you are 
modeling. (Left) Careful weathering of flexible track can greatly en¬ 
hance its looks.The main line track at the top of the picture has code 
70 rail and the ties and ballast have been darkened by oil and grease 
drippings. A thin coat of rust covers the ties and ballast on the outside 
of the rails. The middle section of track represents yard or secondary 
trackage. It is also code 70 rail, but it is laid in N scale cinders. The 
ties are older and grayer looking. The bottom section of track is mod¬ 
eled for a siding. It is code 55 rail and laid in real dirt. 
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The appearance of commercial flexible track 
can be greatly improved with careful 

weathering/George Sellios 


mention that this article deals only with the coloration and 
detail of track and not its installation. Keep in mind that any 
model railroad is only as good as its trackwork, so spend 
extra time to lay your track well. Miniature trackage must 
perform every function of the prototype, so it must be cor¬ 
rectly designed and properly installed. Before installation 
your track base should be sturdy and free from warps. The 
Homasote® or Upson® board base on l h", or thicker, plywood 
has proven its value. 

Coloring the ties and rail 

The sections of track will be painted with an airbrush. A 
regular hand brush doesn’t work well at ail and is not recom¬ 
mended. 

First, lay out your track on newspapers and airbrush it 
with Floquil’s Driftwood: rail, ties and all. The Driftwood is 
a gray shade and is necessary for that weathered, sun- 
bleached look of old ties. It already comes as a stain, so you 
don’t have to thin it out, but be sure to use new, fresh paint. 
I have found that old paint can become lumpy in time. Shake 
and stir your Driftwood with a small stick. Hold your air¬ 
brush about 6" to 8" away and spray until the ties are cov¬ 
ered (two coats should do it). Now you must allow the stain 
to cure for at least a week or more, or you’ll end up with 
shiny ties after the darker stains are applied. The photo 
shows both code 70 and 55 track with this treatment. 

After the Driftwood has cured for at least a week, airbrush 
your track again with Floquil Oak. The Oak also comes as a 
stain, so you don’t have to thin it out. 

Now here is how to make some of the ties look old and 
gray. Wait only about five minutes for the Oak to dry, then 
dip a small brush into Dio-sol thinner and rub the new stain 
off the top of some ties. You don’t have to keep dipping your 
brush into the thinner for each tie. I did the entire 36" length 
of track with only three dips. You should get the knack with 
a little experimentation. Apply light pressure and rub across 
the tie. Remember, you don't have to remove all the Oak 
stain. As I mentioned before, main line ties are usually 
darker, so only a few grayish ones are necessary. Besides, 
after your main line track is weathered with oil, grease and 
rust stains the faded, gray ties will not be so noticeable, so 
you can even omit them there. Ties on secondary trackage 
and yards are older, so more gray would be visible. Ties on 
little-used spurs and sidings would be the oldest, some al¬ 
most all gray, with only a faint tan tint remaining from the 
original creosote. By studying the colors on all kinds of pro¬ 
totype track, you’ll get a better idea of this. This job may 
seem long and tedious, but I was able to do a 36" length of 
track in about three to four minutes. Only the Driftwood and 
Oak stains are used to color ties so the job is uncomplicated. 

The final step before laying down your track is to paint the 
rail. I do use a brush here. This does more to enhance the 


The first step in weathering the track was to airbrush it with Floquil’s 
Driftwood stain (top). After allowing a week for the stain to dry thor¬ 
oughly, the track was airbrushed again withFloquil’s Oak stain. It was 
allowed to dry only five minutes before the author began to go over 
some of the ties with a brushdipped in Dio-sol thinner. This removed 
the stain from the tops of the ties. The rail was also painted at this 
time. The final step in weathering the tracks (bottom) is to apply the 
ballast, cinders, or dirt, depending on the type of track modeled. It 
was put on with a spoon and then spread with a 'ti' wide brush. The 
ballast was held in place by first applying a mixture of water and dish¬ 
washing detergent from a spray bottle, and then a mixture of matte 
medium and water to hold it all in place. 
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realism of model track than any other single thing. Proto¬ 
type rail ranges in color from brownish-gray to a muddy, 
orange-brown. Floquil’s Rail Brown paint is an exact match ' 
with the rail in my area, so I use it for main line, yards and j 
secondary trackage. I noticed that rail on little-used spurs 
and sidings is slightly darker, so while painting this track, I 
occasionally dip my brush into Grimy Black to darken the 
Rail Brown just a bit. Rather than trying to match all the 
shades of prorotype rail, I found these two colors sufficient. 
Use the paints full strength. (Your rail should be already col¬ 
ored with the Oak stain, so you may want to leave it as it is, 
since this will save you a lot of time painting it. This is some¬ 
thing you must decide for yourself. Make a few color sam¬ 
ples of your rail and compare them side by side.) 

As I mentioned before, I used Rail Craft flexible track. 
There are no holes in their ties, so I brushed some Elmer’s 
white glue (Pliobond can be used) over the area and laid 
down the track. Several flat weights were used until the glue 
dried. Lambert’s track comes with holes in the ties, so it can 
be glued and spiked down. Later, when the ballast dries, the 
track will be bonded firmly in place. 

For this article, I modeled main line, yard and spur track¬ 
age. The mainline track is higher, so I used milled wood road¬ 
bed under it. The yard and spur tracks are glued right onto 
the Homosote® base. 


Ballast 

Never use oversize ballast—it will spoil your track’s real¬ 
ism. In most cases, prototype ballast is usually smaller than 
3". For best results, blended ballast should be used, but 
don’t mix light and dark colors together or you’ll end up 
with a salt and pepper look. For example: for main line, mix a 
couple of light grays and tan ballast together. Various kinds 
of scale size, blended ballast are sold at your hobby shop, but 
check them out carefully for color and size before buying. 
Try to choose ballast that matches your prototype closely. 

For my mainline track, I used Campbell’s dark gray 
blended ballast (no. 791) because it is the same color as the 
ballast in my area. Black cinders are also very common 
around yards, spurs, sidings and secondary trackage. For 
these I chose N scale cinders because they look closer to 
scale than the HO ones; I used Highball’s. A lot of spurs and 
sidings are laid in natural soil, so I use several light shades of 
real dirt that has been sifted through one or two layers of 
hosiery until it is a fine powder. 

To apply the ballast (cinders or dirt) you can use a tea¬ 
spoon or a creased paper cup and then shape it with a V2" 
wide brush. The MLR Manufacturing Co. has a tool for 
spreading ballast, and it makes the job faster and less messy. 
All you have to do is fill the tube with ballast and slide it 
along the track. Remember, ballast edges on prototype track 
are rarely even, but don’t over exaggerate this. 

On my track I use the bonded-ballast method and do 
about a two to three foot long area at a time. The ballast is 
first thoroughly wetted with plain water and liquid dish¬ 
washing detergent (several drops of detergent to a pint of 
water). Use a fine sprayer such as a Windex bottle or some¬ 
thing similar. At first, hold the sprayer about 12" away (so 
the ballast won’t blow away) and as it becomes Wet, you can 
move in closer. Be sure to wet the ballast well or the glue will 
form only a thin, brittle crust with loose ballast underneath. 


The yard track (top) is partially covered with dirt, cinders and weeds. 
The rail on little-used spurs and sidings is always a darker shade of 
rust. By paying close attention to the small details, you can have 
museum-quality model trackage on your railroad. This little-used in¬ 
dustrial spur (center) shows the contrast between the older, gray, 
sun-bleached ties and the newly laid, freshly-creoSoted ones. Some¬ 
times the ties on industrial tracks (bottom) are completely hidden by 
dirt, ballast or debris. 
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To bond the ballast I prefer matte medium over regular 

[ white glue. With the matte medium, noise is reduced because 
it dries sort of rubbery and this acts as a soft cushion. I mix 
one part matte medium with three parts water (three drops 
of detergent added) and squeeze it over the still wet ballast 
with a large plastic bottle. Some modelers use an eyedropper, 
but this takes forever. If the glue balls up, it means your 
ballast isn’t wet enough, so spray your ballast again with the 
water. Matte medium is available at art supply stores. The 
whole thing will look very messy and you may even end up 
with puddles,but after the ballast dries (overnight) it will 
look loose just like the real thing. 


weathering track 

Main line ballast is usually stained black from oil and 
grease drippings. Diesels also spread this oily black film on 
track around maintenance facilities. 

At turnouts and crossings, there is typically an accumula¬ 
tion of grease and oil, especially on main line track, but very 
little, or none, on little-used spurs and sidings. 

To represent this oil and grease, I used gloss black Rust- 
Oleum paint thinned out considerably with mineral spirits 
and applied over the ties and ballast (only between the rails) 
using a l k" wide brush.Use a smaller brush around turnouts. 

I’ve also noticed that main line ballast and ties in my area 
have a light coating of rust on the outside of the rails. To 
represent this I used Floquil’s rust thinned out considerably 
with Dio-sol. Plastic ties won’t absorb stains like wood so 
keep the rust very thin. With my V2" wide brush I ran the 
rust stain over the ballast and ties, but only on the outside of 
the rails. There is no rust between the rails. Not all prototype 
main line track is weathered with these black and rust stains, 
so that’s where your part comes in. By really studying proto¬ 
type track, you will begin to notice these things, with an eye 
towards duplicating them. 

When done, deem the tops of the rail with an abrasive 
block. Do not clean the tops of guardrails. 

Many spurs and sidings have a growth of grass and weeds. 
Various materials can be used, such as commercial coarse 
turf, jute twine, macrame cord, sisal string, natural paint 
brush bristles etc., but always avoid bright greens. To color 
my weed materials, I use tube oil colors thinned out consid¬ 
erably with turpentine. Be sure the stains are very thin so 
the fibers won't stick together. I usually mix green and yel¬ 
low together and then tone them down with an equal amount 
of raw umber. I have several marked jars of different shades 
of green. Be sure your weeds between the rails are low so 
they won’t interfere with operation. 

Some industrial spurs have all kinds of debris scattered 
about and you can do this on a few of your foreground ones. 
Glue on items such as pieces of scrapwood, broken pallets, 
rotted pieces of tie, broken glass (thin plastic), rusted barrel 
hoops (thin paper), bricks, cans, torn papers, rusted and 
twisted metal scraps, etc. Again, be sure none of this detail 
interferes with operation. 

After everything has dried, go over all your track with a 
vacuum cleaner to remove any loose particles. 

Well that’s it. I hope you will be encouraged to try some of 
these techniques the next time you lay track. Model rail¬ 
roading is more fun when your railroad looks like the real 
thing ... especially the track. ts 


Main line ties (top) are usually replaced more often and are darker in 
appearance. Depending on the financial condition of your railroad, 
you may want to leave a few weather-beaten ties along your main line 
right-of-way. Unlike its model counterpart, prototype track (center) 
doesn't have shiny brass or silver rails laid on uniform plastic ties. 
Heavy weed growth (bottom) is not uncommon on little used sidings. 
Since your track is always visible, extra details are as important to it 
as the valve gear detail on an engine. 
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This distinctive looking tank car 
was used to haul concentrated 
sugar solutions for a food 

processor/Wayne Wesolowski 

F rom a modeling standpoint, one of the 
more interesting features of the Ameri¬ 
can railroads is that they seldom actually 
throw anything away. With hundreds of loco¬ 
motives, thousands of cars, and perhaps tens 
of thousands of miles of right-of-way to main¬ 


tain, it is certainly understandable that ev¬ 
erything is put to use. The farther down the 
list of importance, the greater the chance 
that a piece of machinery will have a long and 
interesting life. Locomotives, being most ex¬ 
pensive, are usually sold to other railroads 
who might use them, returned to the manu¬ 
facturer for rebuilding or, in the last resort, 
sent to the scrap dealer who will recycle them 
in one way or another. My wife, Mary Cay, 
and I have traveled to Sterling, Illinois, sev¬ 
eral times to photograph the switch engines 
of the Northwestern Steel and Wire Co. After 
surviving for decades past the normal life¬ 
span of the steam engine, these 0-8-0’s still 
shuffled scrap iron into the melting furnaces 
in 1980 before retirement. 

Passenger and freight cars tend to survive 
longer. Once they have stopped serving the 
railroad in revenue service, the need to repair 
track, roadbed and various structures pro¬ 
vides an important use for these cars. Some 
will be used in work trains to haul ties, 
spikes, spare parts and miscellaneous mate¬ 
rials. Tank cars and old locomotive tenders 
carry water, oil, chemicals and weed sprays. 
Old passenger cars were used to house travel¬ 
ing work crews, but that practice has dimin¬ 
ished significantly today. If not used on the 
rails, many cars were relieved of their trucks 
and dropped trackside as offices and storage 
sheds. Some ancient ones can still be found in 
out-of-the-way yards all across the country— 
a beautiful C&NW wooden caboose is the 
yard office in Crystal Lake, Illinois. 

All of this talk is to make you feel more 
comfortable with modeling almost any type 
of car by just finding the right role for it to 
play on your particular pike. The small tank 
car described in this project was built around 
the turn of the century to haul concentrated 
sugar solutions for a food processor. The di¬ 
minutive size and metal trussed sides make 
these cars very different. On the modern rail¬ 
road, they may seem completely useless, but 
a little thinking and some additional scratch¬ 
building can convert the sugar tanker into, 
perhaps, a chemical weed sprayer. Now our 
1900 car is just one more interesting feature 
of a 1980 railroad. You can build anything for 
your model railroad if you just find some logi¬ 
cal reason for it. 

Construction 

For this tank car, it's best to separate con¬ 
struction into two distinct sections—the 


tank and the body of the car. Once the tank 
and basic body have been assembled, it will 
be difficult to paint, handle and generally 
work with the car, so we will delay joining the 
two subassemblies as long as possible. 

Construction of the body begins with the 
side frames. These are very similar to bridge 
trusses, being made of small pieces of angle 
and channel metal stock. Plastruct makes 
channel and angles as small as 3 /«", which 
would be suitable in HO and any larger scale. 
N scalers might just use flat stock or assem¬ 
ble tiny angles from short pieces of flat stock. 
I used both approaches and found that you 
could make angle stock, but with some 
difficulty—the choice is yours. Since the car 
was built around the turn of the century, 
rivets were probably used for much of the 
construction. Rivets may be pressed into 
thin plastic with a dressmaker’s tracing 
wheel, a special rivet press or just a very 
hard pencil or rounded pin over a piece of soft 
base (like a magazine or soft wood). Do some 
experimenting and find a method with which 
you are comfortable. Careful! Rivets can be 
pressed out by pushing from the front side. 
Try not to handle the embossed stock too 
much. Also, thick painting may hide the 
rivets, so brush several light coats, rather 
than one heavy one, or use an airbrush. 

Construction of the car’s side pieces are 
shown in the photos. The side sill is cut from 
a piece of sheet plastic (10" X 26'-0"). A 16'- 
8" long 3" angle is centered and glued along 
the bottom of the sill. This acts a base for the 
truss and as a platform for the wooden run¬ 
ning boards along the sides. To keep the side 
as symmetrical as possible, the four vertical 
4'-0" high 3" channels are added by measur¬ 
ing from both ends or from the center line. 
For example the vertical pieces are 5'-3" from 
each end. If you start measuring from one 
side and mark off all four locations, small er¬ 
rors may allow the last piece to be at a differ¬ 
ent distance from its end than the first piece. 
If equally spaced from the ends, but not an 
exact copy of the plans, the error will go un¬ 
noticed. Repeat the same spacing procedure 
for the other two pieces, using a small square 
or block to make the pieces perpendicular to 
the base. Attach small gusset plates (small 
pieces of metal for spacers and rivet plates) in 
position for each of the side pieces. Using a 
ruler or scrap stock as a block, add the gusset 
plates for the top of each vertical post, then 
cap with a 4" angle. Measure the length of 
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this angle so that it is the same as the spac¬ 
ing between the lower end posts. In this way, 
both top and bottom will be the same length 
and not produce a distorted truss. The sloped 
parts of the truss are cut from 3" angle stock 
and glued to the gusset plates. Some are dou¬ 
bled on both sides of the truss. 

The tank 

Having collected paper tubes, round car¬ 
tons and oatmeal boxes for years, I appreci¬ 
ate the availability of plastic pipe. From your 
hardware store, or a material supplier like 
Plastruct, you can obtain almost any size 
tube. In addition, Plastruct has a complete, 
but little known, line of tank ends, including 
dished (like this car), elliptical (slightly more 
extended) and hemispherical (completely 
rounded) ends, in addition to simple flat 
plugs. They also have tubing that exactly 
matches the ends. Select a tube and dished 
end that are as close to seven scale feet in 
diameter as possible. The end cut must be 
true and smooth and, most of all, square. It is 
hard to cut a tube an inch or more in diame¬ 
ter by hand and come out square, but it can 
be done. Use your vise and cut very slowly 
and carefully, stopping often to check that 
the cut is square. Better yet is to use (or find 
a friend who will let you use) a table or cutoff 
saw. For O scale, my tube was nearly 2" in 
diameter and had to be cut with a Sears cut¬ 
off saw at my Dad’s house. The length of the 
tank is 21'-0" without the ends. Don’t imme¬ 
diately attach the ends. In order for the car 
to roll and move well on the rails (to “track” 
well), it needs to have a certain amount of 
weight. Our car, being made of plastic, will 
probably be a little light, so some extra 
weight is needed. Since the inside of the tank 
will never be seen, I mixed some fast-setting 
epoxy with small lead shot (pellets) from the 
hardware store and used this heavy putty to 
increase the car weight. 

If cutting and building the tank base in 
plastic is too much for you, try a paper tube 
or a wooden dowl. If all else fails, look in your 
scrap box or the next garage sale for a suit¬ 
able tank car from which you could borrow 
the tank and build up only the truss frame. 
No shame—just less frustration. After clean¬ 
ing up the edges and making sure the ends fit 
snugly, I noticed that the plastic pipe had a 
small seam in it. This was rotated to the bot¬ 


tom. On the top side, I first used a file to cut 
a small flat area, then made a small drilled 
hole at the dome position. Using consecu¬ 
tively larger drills, the hole was expanded to 
a full 18". The tank dome was made from a 
piece of tube which goes all the way through 
the car body. I could never cut the fancy an¬ 
gle on the dome to make it just fit over the 
tank. By dropping it all the way through the 
tank, I can easily position and align the dome 
as well. Fillers could be used to hide any ir¬ 
regularities. The tank collar is a piece of soft 
toothpaste tube metal. Thin soft copper or 
lead could be used if you can find them. The 
collar was cut from this stock with a small 
pair of sharp scissors. Finish the dome with a 
double plastic top and plastic ring. Position 
it in the hole, drop on the collar and epoxy in 
place. When dry, add the tank ends. A small 
hole was drilled at the bottom of each end for 
a clean out plug casting. A 3''-wide strip of 
double rivets is added to each end of the 

Join the two side frames by placing a scale 
one inch thick plate 7'-6" wide along the front 
and back of the side gussets. The rear piece 
should be long enough to allow the coupler 
pocket to catch the center sills. Some extra 
shimming may be necessary to fit the coupler 
in place. Use the NMRA standards to decide 
on its location. Add the center sills (10" chan¬ 
nel) just behind the coupler pocket. The end 
sills are plastic stock angled back to the cou¬ 
pler pocket. Poling pockets are commercial 
castings, and the body bolsters are built up 
from plastic strips. 

Test position the wooden cribbing in place. 
The wooden cribbing pieces need to be 
formed to fit the curvature of the tank. I took 
a piece of scrap tank tube stock, wrapped a 
piece of medium grit sandpaper around it, 
and used the resulting curved sanding block 
to shape the crib. All the wooden pieces of 
the crib were clamped together at the same 
time so that they would all be curved the 
same way. Drill each with two holes to accept 
the straps. Temporarily put the tank on the 
cribbing to check for fit. You may have to do 
a little extra sanding. When you are con¬ 
vinced that everything is ready, epoxy the 
wooden beams in place. After these have set, 
epoxy on the tank using a fast setting epoxy 
that will give you a chance to align and pssi- 
tion the tank so the dome is straight up. 
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The prototype had iron straps that were 
formed and drawn to make a rod-like end 
which projected through the crib and was 
bolted on the bottom side. I used a strip of 
soft metal (toothpaste tube) with a small 
piece of rod epoxied to the end. These had to 
be measured in place to get the correct 
length. Epoxy one end and allow to dry. 
Stretch the strap over the tank, slip it in be¬ 
hind the truss, pull tight and attach to the 
other end. I used a little cyanoacrylate to at¬ 
tach the tank to the strap. The curved lad¬ 
ders on the tank were made by using a scrap 
end of tank tube stock as a guide to cut the 
sides. Holes were drilled and the step wires 
added. 

The model was sprayed Grimy Black with 
rust highlights. The wood was prestained a 
dirty gray. Finish the floor by adding 2" 
wooden planking cut and fit around any brac¬ 
ing up to the tank crib. I used a fancy tongue 
and groove board, but any 2 " X10 " would do. 
There are two 6"X6" braces up to the crib 
which are sloped down to 2". 

Underbody detail included only mounting 
a K-type brake cylinder with a few levers and 
rods, but not really trying to match the pro¬ 
totype. The needle, or cross beams, are 8" 
channels mounted back to back to form an 

Final details include grab irons set in small 
holes, car steps, which were commercial 
parts attached with small pins, and a cast 
brake wheel, plus ratchet and pawl. 

In O scale, I was unable to find the proper 
lettering, so I combined an HO Pekin Union 
and Peoria herald with some lettering from a 
tank car data set (Champ decals) and a 
Safety First dry transfer from Vintage Re¬ 
productions. I had no prototype information 
and feel a little uncomfortable about the let¬ 
tering, but it has to do until I find more infor¬ 
mation. At the turn of the century, I’m confi¬ 
dent, the rules were not too strict. 

The original information on this car is from 
a 1902 reprint of the “Engineering News” 
that was reprinted in O Scale Railroading 
magazine. Sometimes the smaller special in¬ 
terest magazines have very useful informa¬ 
tion for all scales. According to the article, 
the Illinois Sugar Refining Company had 
seven of these cars. If any readers have more 
information, I would be very happy to hear 
from you in care of RMC. ces 



(Top) The bottom of the photo shows the second 3” angle which is added to finish the upper beam of the 
truss. The top portion shows the end braces and gussets which have been added to complete the truss. 
(Above)The next step is to paint and weather the truss. (Below) To curve the crib for the tank, all of the 
wooden beams were precut, clamped together and sanded using a piece of sandpaper around a tube. This 
should be done slowly and carefully to keep all of the pieces uniform. 



The car frame (bottom left) has the truss sides and the wooden crib temporarily in place and small pieces of 
plastic have been added to build up the ends of the car. The bolsters, needle beams and brake rigging must, 
still be added to the underneath of the car. The finished tank body (bottom right) was temporarily placed on 
the frame bed to check the alignment before the finishing touches were added to the model. 
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as modeled in HO scale/George P. Landow 


his month’s kitbashing award goes to 
George P. Landow for modeling a logging 
crew car and shack in HO scale. Here is 
George's report on his project: 

Every logging railroad needs a crew car or 
two to get the lumbermen from its base camp 
to the cutting site. Similarly, every logging 
operation can use a variety of skid shacks for 
sharpening saws and other necessary tasks. 
Awhile back, I had purchased two Athearn 
plastic body shells for a transfer caboose at 
the grand price of 57c. Several years before 
that, I had come upon Ralph Dockham’s 
drawings and photographs of the Pondosa 
crew car, which now sits in Pondosa, Califor¬ 
nia, a little town in the Cascade Mountains in 
the north of the state. The Athearn body 
shell immediately struck me as an easy way 
of making a model of that interesting little 
bit of rolling stock. As I began to fool around 
with the body shell, I also became aware that 
it could easily be made into a saw filer's 
shack as well. 

As the accompanying photographs show, 
the original Athearn molding has a roof over¬ 
hang at one end, a detail which makes it per¬ 
fect for the Pondosa crew car, but not for the 
skid shack. Otherwise, one begins building 
both models in the same manner—by using a 
hobby knife or razor blade to remove the roof 
lugs or extensions, grab irons on the side, 
and protruding lugs on the bottom of each 
side. After carefully cutting away the grab 
irons, use a knife or sharpened dental tool to 
inscribe the planking and thus make the 
molded grooves continuous. If you wish ei¬ 
ther model to look a bit battered by the ele¬ 
ments, then inscribe the vertical planking ir¬ 
regularly and even cut out some of the planks 


or otherwise damage them. Just be careful 
not to overdo it. 

Next, take a sheet of very thin styrene, cut 
it fe" larger (at each edge) than the roof of 
each model, and, using a plastic solvent, such 
as those made by Plaststruct, Testors or Pac- 
tra, laminate it to the roof of the body shell, 
thus covering up the large opening and si¬ 
multaneously providing a new roof. I left the 
surface of the sawshack plain, since I in¬ 
tended to cover it with another material, but 
the styrene sheet intended for the crew car 
was lightly scribed across the width into two- 
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foot wide sections to simulate roofing or tar 
paper. Once the roof has been laminated to 
the shell, use tape to hold the styrene sheet 
tightly in place. Set this aside overnight. 

To build the skid shack, you should now 
cut a piece of ‘Ae " thick styrene to fit the bot¬ 
tom opening, and then cut several pieces of 
styrene to glue in the inside of the body shell 
to serve as lips upon which this floor can rest. 
Once the roof material has dried—do not 
rush this stage, for if incompletedly adhered, 
the styrene sheet can uncurl and ruin the ef¬ 
fect of the model—paint the sides and base of 
the shack boxcar red, tuscan, earth, or any 
other color of your choice. Weather the struc¬ 
ture with chalks or an airbrush, insert win¬ 
dow glazing, and then cement on the floor. I 
chose to use Walthers Goo to fasten strips of 
Campbell galvanized iron roofing material to 
the structure’s top, but one might also use a 
wide variety of other roofing materials and 
methods. You might, for example, wish to use 
tar paper simulated by tissue paper, attached 
by placing it on wet Grimy Black paint: you 
might prefer shingles. One can also make as¬ 
phalt roofing by dusting N-scale ballast (or 
even sifted backyard dirt) onto the black 
paint. Finally, attach two backyard twigs or 
roughed-up Vs" diameter dowels on the base 
of the shack with Goo, after first flattening 
or notching the “tree trunks’ 1 that support 
the structure. 

The crew car requires just a bit more effort 
to build than does the sawfiler’s shack. Pa¬ 
tience, more than skill, is needed, since sev¬ 
eral joints and laminations must be allowed 
to dry before proceeding with other construc- 

After the roof is in place, one must cut a 
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This photograph (above) shows the skid shack on the left and the original Athearn caboose with its overhang 
on the right. The first step is to remove the roof lugs and cast-on grab irons with a sharp knife. When this is 
done, a new roof should be applied by using a plastic solvent to laminate a sheet of styrene across the old 
roof to cover the holes on the top. In the picture above, the roof on the skid shack has been covered with 
corrugated metal. The sides of the skid shack, or crew car (below) should be scribed with a sharp knife 
where the grab irons have been removed to make the molded grooves continuous. The crew car (bottom) 
requires a floor that extends out beneath the roof overhang and a four-wheel bobber truck. 



piece of Vie" thick styrene 1 Vs" wide and 2 VP' 
long, after which a notch must be carefully 
cut with a utility or hobby knife on the end of 
the crew car beneath the overhanging roof. 
Cut this notch slowly, making frequent test 
fits until the floor fits evenly between the 
sides of the car. Once you are certain that the 
floor fits neatly, use a knife or other scribing 
tool to indicate floorboards. Drill five No. 76 
holes, two for each handrail and one for the 
brakestaff, each about ‘/as" from the edge of 
the floor. 

Paint the entire model boxcar red, add de¬ 
cals and glazing, and then glue Vie" square 
styrene supports for the floor and set the 
body aside to dry. Taking the car floor, turn it 
upside down, and using Goo, cyanoacrylate 
or epoxy, fasten one half of a set of Redball or 
Kemtron 4-wheel bobber sideframes in place. 
Once this has set firmly, make styrene 
spacers Vs" wide and about 2 %2" long from 
'he" thick material; cement them perpendicu¬ 
larly to the sideframe. Then, using the wheels 
that come with these sets, glue on the second 
sideframe, making certain that the whole 
thing fits squarely and that the wheels will 
rest on the track when completed. Once this 
assembly has dried thoroughly, turn it over 
and install the handrails and the brakewheel 
and staff of your choice. Now, paint the un¬ 
derbody and sideframes. 

At this point, you should set the model 
aside for a day or two to insure that the 
wheel assembly cementing has cured. Then 
fasten the base and wheel assembly to the 
crew car shell and carefully mark the loca¬ 
tions for Kadee coupler boxes. I chose to in¬ 
scribe the bits of Vs" X 'he" reinforcement be¬ 
tween the sideframes with a new utility knife 
blade, after which I carefully worked away at 
these grooves with light strokes until the 
styrene had been cut through. I pried the 
laminate apart. Now, glue on the coupler 
boxes (with couplers already inside), and 
your crew car is complete. <$: 
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Switch machine 


installation for 
spline roadbed 

O ne of the less pleasant tasks in construct¬ 
ing my model railroad is installing 
switch machines. Over the years, a variety of 
different types of machines, linkages and con¬ 
trol systems have been advocated, each in¬ 
tended to solve some aspect of the problem. I 
have found an approach that provides an easy 
method for using twin-coil switch machines 
with spline roadbed construction. 

My railroad, the C&O Peach Creek Divi¬ 
sion, is a fairly-large home layout (20'X30'); it 
utilizes hand-laid code 83 track on Homosote® 
roadbed, which is laid on a spline sub¬ 
roadbed. Spline sub-roadbed has been around 
for years, but has not been adequately ex¬ 
posed in the press to present its advantages 
and drawbacks. In short, it is a method of 
supporting the roadbed (Homosote) which, at 
least for HO gauge, uses three splines. Its 
main advantages are: 

1. It is inexpensive when compared to 
the plywood or white pine sub-roadbed 
construction which is advocated in 
many publications. 

2. It provides naturally easemented 
curves. It is virtually impossible to 
come out of a curve into a tangent. The 
splines distribute the bending load over 
their length and thus abrupt changes in 
curvature are almost non-existent. 
Thus, the trackwork has a more proto¬ 
typical look, without involving a lot of 
mathematical calculations. 

All is not roses, however. You do need a 
bunch of C-clamps to build the sub-roadbed, 
and switch machine installation can be diffi¬ 
cult. It is this second problem that I wish to 


In Fig. 1, the support structure of the road¬ 
bed is shown. The three splines, separated by 
the spacer blocks, provide a very nice top sur¬ 
face for mounting the roadbed. This top sur¬ 
face is typically planned before the roadbed is 
installed. It is quite possible, however, that 
the bottom surface of the sub-roadbed may 
not be as even. My initial efforts to install 
switch machines with this sub-roadbed con- 


A fast and easy way to install 
switch machines/John Glaab 


sisted of mounting small, flat blocks on the 
underside of the roadbed on which the switch 
machine would be mounted. This proved to be 
a difficult task. The uneven bottom surface of 
the splines had to be smoothed; this required 
a wood rasp, and you had to work upside 
down. The position of the block was critical 
and the switch machine had to be mounted be¬ 
fore the installation. More upside - down fun. 
Linkage adjustments were likewise difficult. 

I finally settled on a vertical mounting 
method which was an adaptation of the 
method used by Howard McKinney in the 
February, 1978, issue of RMC. As originally 
published, the mounting block had a flange 
on it which was attached to the bottom side of 
the sub-roadbed. With spline roadbed there is 
no convenient surface to screw into. I there¬ 
fore made the top of my mounting block of 
such a shape that it would fit between the 
splines in the same fashion as the spacer 
blocks. (Fig. 2). I followed the instructions in 
the article about making the pivot assembly, 
but this was too much work. I finally adapted 
some steel angle brackets to my purpose. 
These are common brackets used for re¬ 
enforcing picture frames. I used ten Stanley 
CD999 flat comer irons. I cut, drill and bend 
each one as shown in Fig. 3, to make four 
pivot brackets from each of the purchased 
brackets. Believe me, it’s a lot simpler than 
making your own! I put several of these as¬ 
semblies together as shown in Fig. 4 and for 
the most part, they worked very well. The 
only place I had any trouble was when the 
centerline of the track was not over the cen¬ 
terline of the spline. (Fig. 5). I played several 
games bending the linkage, and this was less 
than satisfactory. One of the things you rap¬ 
idly learn about mounting switch machines in 
this fashion is that the pivot point must be on 
the track centerline or you may cause the op¬ 
erating arm to foul car coupler pins when the 
turnout is thrown in one direction. If the cen¬ 
terlines coincide, the control rod can be cut so 
that the amount of extension above the 
throwbar is equal for either position of the 
points. I therefore needed an easy way to ad¬ 
just the centerline of the switch machine as¬ 
sembly. To accomplish this, I drilled a 13 /32" 
dia. hole through the block on line with the 
pivot point (Fig. 6). I then cut through the 
block with a razor saw, separating the mount¬ 
ing block into two pieces. The top or sub¬ 
roadbed attachment piece and the bottom 
containing the pivot and the switch machine. 
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then glued a •%* dia. wooden dowel into 
the top or bottom (it makes no difference) 
piece of the block. This forms a sliding sur¬ 
face on which the horizontal position of the 
block can be adjusted. 

Installing the switch machine is now a sim¬ 
ple task. Drill the hole in the roadbed for the 
throw rod. This should be a slotted Vs" hole, 
the width of the track. This can easily be 
done by drilling three '!»" holes across the 
width of the track and connecting them by 
angling the drill bit. The switch machine as¬ 
sembly is then test-fitted, and the location 
for the upper part of the mounting block is 
marked on the roadbed. The upper portion of 
the block is then glued into place. (Fig. 7). I 
use a carpenter's glue, such as Tightbond, 
for all of this type of construction. When this 
glue is dry, apply glue to the groove in the 
bottom portion of the block and locate it 
against the dowel, positioning it such that 
the throw of the control rod is equal in either 
the left or right position. Keep the centerline 
of the pivot directly under the centerline of 
the track. This will make final adjustments 
much easier. Place a C-clamp across the joint 
and let it dry. 

Since I build all of my track, the alignment 
is done with the points removed. If you use 
pre-fab track, you will have to change the 
procedure accordingly. Once the glue is dry, I 
install the points and make my final adjust¬ 
ments. I use a solid brass tie bar between the 
point rails and I have found that angling the 
hole in the tie bar (Fig. 8) is useful here to 
prevent the throwrod from binding. 

These steps help reduce maintenance and 
adjustment after the machine is installed. 



Fig. 7 




1. Tighten all screws. This is espe¬ 
cially important for the screws that 
hold the auxiliary contacts on the side 
of the machine. They are usually plas¬ 
tic screws and are seldom tight. 

2. Adjust all contacts. Make sure that 
the contacts used to power the points 
do not interfere with the operations of 
the machine, yet are tight enough to 
make good contact. 

3. Lubricate all moving parts. A little 
Labelle 108 never hurt. 

4. Install diodes on the switch ma¬ 
chine if you are using a capacitor- 
discharge power supply. 

5. Wire all contacts to small brass 
brads on the mounting block. This 
makes layout wiring much easier, for 
the brads will take more punishment 
than the fragile contacts on the switch 
machines. 

The C&O Peach Creek Division now has 
over 50 machines in operation, and none has 
required maintenance using this method. <==: 


Fig. 8 
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NER photo album 


From May 21 to the 23, the Hudson-Berkshire Division of 
the Northeast Region of the NMRAwiU be holding their an¬ 
nual spring convention. It will feature clinics by RMC au¬ 
thors Todd Sullivan, Wayne Sittner, and Jim Eager, as well 


as tours of some of the finest model railroads in the area. All 
of the layouts featured in this month’s Boomer Trail will be 
included on the layout tour. For more information contact: 
William St. John, 17 Glen Dr., Troy, N.Y. 12180. es 





Heisler No. 6, an AHM product, is seen here busy switching cars at the J. Postabe Railway Company, on who’s roster the Heisler appears. Besides 

H. Mabbett & Company garment mill. The mill is located on Lou Sassi's being a competent modeler, Lou is a frequent contributor to RMC. 



Dick Elwell's large, HO scale Hoosac Valley Railroad was the featured 
cover story of the June 1978 issue of RMC. Since that time, Dick has ex¬ 
panded his layout and rearranged his operation to run from Pittsfield, 
Mass, to Whitehall. N.Y. where the HV interchanges with the O&H. This 
RAILROAD MODEL CRAFTSMAN 



scene (left) was photographed on the new section of the layout and shows 
some of Dick's excellent rock and road work that make his scenery so 
outstanding. An Alco switcher handles the daily chores (above) at White¬ 
hall. She is shown here working a cut of cars on the wye. 
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From high atop a nearby mountain these two lucky folks have a spectacu¬ 
lar view of both the valley and a steam powered Ramapo Valley freight as it 
makes its way through town with the daily local. RMC is hoping to share 
Bill’s new layout with its readers in an up coming issue. 
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Paul Delasco's O scale Boston & Albany Railroad represents the prototype 
B&A in the Berkshires. The picture here has captured a train of heavy¬ 
weight passenger cars passing a B&A freight. The passenger cars are 
waithers kits, while the engine is a U.S. Hobbies B&A H-10 Mikado. 
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I n the last two issues, we dealt with 
methods of mass production that would al¬ 
low the relatively easy building of a compli¬ 
cated bridge. This month, with the pieces all 
cast and photoetched, we can assemble the 
structure. A parts list is given in Figure 7. 
This list is relatively simple because we are 
dealing almost exclusively now with struc¬ 
tural shapes—both purchased and scratch- 
built. 

Assembly of the pin-connected Pratt truss 
bridge is a bit like a cross between stringing 
beads and building an Erector set. Since this 
is a true pin-connected bridge, much of it is 
bolted together using 090 nuts and bolts. Ar¬ 
ranging the tension bars in proper order, with 
proper spacing and without damaging the at¬ 
tachment to the wood I-beam intermediate 
posts adds a new kind of excitement to model 
railroading. For example, the center post re¬ 
quires the attachment of eight tension bars. 
If all of the holes don't line up, you're in a 
heap of trouble. But I digress. Let's start at 
the beginning. 

The trusses are assembled first. On the HO 
model, these are made from V I-beams, V*" 
I-beams, the lacing and tension bars made 
previously, the nuts and bolts, plus small 


pieces of sheet styrene and brass tubing. The 
intermediate posts are constructed first. On 
the prototype, the posts are two rolled chan¬ 
nels held together by X-lacing. In my judge¬ 
ment, this would result in a model that was a 
bit too delicate. Therefore, I chose I-beams 
for greater strength. Cut ten •/«" I-beams for 
each side, 26'-6" long. Each I-beam pair will 
have an inside and an outside. The outside 
flanges of all beams are treated identically. 
However, the inside flange is trimmed ac¬ 
cording to whether a diagonal tension bar is 
attached at either or both ends. Start by 
measuring and marking a scale l'-2" from 
one end and l'-6" from the other on one I- 
beam. Mark the other nine I-beams from the 
first. Remove the flanges from the marks to 
the ends on one side only. I chop both flanges 
simultaneously with a razor blade and shave 
off the wood to the chop. These are the out¬ 
side portions of the intermediate posts. Now 
study the scale drawing to determine where 
the inside flanges need to be removed. Mea¬ 
sure, mark and remove 2'-3" from the bottom 
and 2'-10" from the top where needed. For 
reference, the center post needs both flanges 
removed from the bottom, but none from the 
top. The next outer post on either side re¬ 


quires removal of one bottom flange and the 
opposite side top flange. The outermost 
posts require only the top flange to be re¬ 
moved. When all of these are done, it is neces¬ 
sary to go back and remove the bottom 
flanges equal to the outside removal. This al¬ 
lows the horizontal tension bars to fit both 
inside and outside. 

Next, the holes are drilled at the ends of 
each I-beam. The location is shown in Figure 
8. It is extremely important that the center 
be marked identically on each piece. Drill a 
small starter hole through the wood and fol¬ 
low this with a No. 55 drill to clear the hole 
for the 090 bolt. Pairs of I-beams are then as¬ 
sembled using l'Xl'-9" pieces of .010" 
styrene. The styrene is attached to the wood 
with contact cement (Goo, Pliobond, etc.) or 
Solomon's Quik Glue. The latter is a white 
glue designed specifically for adhering plas¬ 
tics to porous surfaces. Since so much of this 
bridge involves styrene/wood attachments, I 
used Quik extensively throughout the con¬ 
struction. 

Now the lacing can be attached. Trim the 
ends to size with a scissors and hold the 
pieces in position. Bond the lacing to the 
wood with tiny dabs of cyanoacrylate on the 
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Part III The final assembly of this Pratt truss bridge is described/AI Westerfield 
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point of a pin. Make sure every point of at¬ 
tachment gets a dab. Flip the post over and 
attach the second lacing side in the same 
manner. Process the rest of the posts until 
the five posts for this one side are completed. 
Check all pairs of holes for proper alignment. 
If necessary, enlarge one hole slightly to line 
up. Later, the mass of tension bars will keep 
everything straight. Photo 25 shows the 
stages of construction for the intermediate 

The main bridge members are constructed 
next. My material choice was '/»" I-beam 
stripwood. The flange is a little wide on these 
beams, but the profile is morq realistic than 
Plastruct. Of course, the beams could be con¬ 
structed from sheet styrene, but again, I 
wanted to avoid any unnecessary difficulties. 
I cut the top chord to size from the plan, 92' 
long with the angles at the ends approxi¬ 
mately half the angle of incidence of the top 
chord and the end post. The end posts are 
31'-6" long, cut to fit to give the proper angle 
when matched to the top chord. The pieces 
are joined by gluing a piece of one-ply card- 
stock (index card) as a gusset on one side of 
the seam. This gusset will be inside, unseen, 
and need not be of exact size. It is helpful to 


use the plan as a template for this gluing pro¬ 
cess to achieve the proper angle. The whole 
process is repeated three more times to 
achieve the two subassemblies needed for 
one side of the bridge. Photo 26 shows the 
gusset in place. 

Notches are then cut for attachment of the 
previously-assembled intermediate posts. 
These notches are on 15-foot centers as 
shown in the plan. It is particularly impor¬ 
tant that these notches be cut exactly 
around the center line and match up to the 
notch on the second subassembly. The notch 
is cut flush with the web of the I-beam and 
‘/s" wide to accept the post. As photo 26 
shows, small pieces of one-ply cardstock are 
glued to the web above the notch. The posts 
are glued in place as shown, using the plan as 
a template to achieve exact squareness. It is 
helpful to use a temporary support on the 
bottom end of the post until the glue has 
dried. This is simply a scrap piece of 'U" I- 
beam, notched to the web. The interior sur¬ 
faces of the top chord and end posts are then 
painted dead black. 

Before putting the second top chord/end 
post assembly in place, holes are drilled in 
the first assembly for the bolts, using the 


holes in the posts to line up the drill. Then 
the second assembly is put in place and the 
bolt holes drilled all the way through. Now 
the bolts can be tested in place. If they don't 
sit properly, the holes can be enlarged 
slightly using a round file. The second assem¬ 
bly is removed until later. 

Now it's time for the basket weaving! 
Start with one end intermediate post and 
bolt six short and two long tension bars to 
the lower end. Use the plan to determine the 
sequence. Place one short bar on a 3 A" bolt, 
push the bolt partially through the post, add 
bars, push the bolt through the second side 
of the post, add the last bar and screw on the 
nut. At this time the nut is not tightened; it's 
there merely to keep all the pieces in place. It 
goes without saying that the better quality 
parts are used on the outside, and the poorer 
ones are hidden in the middle. See photo 27. 
The same procedure is followed for the next 
post, except that eight short and two long 
bars must be attached, four short from the 
previous post. The long bars must be posi¬ 
tioned inside the top chord before the lower 
ends are bolted. Then the top bolts can be 
tested. If there is not a perfect fit, there will 
be one of two problems: too long and the bars 
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won’t reach the bolts; too short and the bars 
will buckle. If either problem occurs, the hole 
on the bar may be enlarged in the direction of 
the misfit. There’s no worry about this show¬ 
ing, as the attachment is hidden up inside the 
top chord. 

When this attachment is fitted properly, it 
must be disassembled to put a spacer in 
place. This is a short piece of blackened fe" 
o.d. brass tubing which keeps the long bars 
apart at the top. The spacer is approximately 
7-8" long. I say approximately, because there 
is no way to say for sure what will fit best. It 
is quite difficult to get the spacer in place. I 
used a curved, pointed pair of tweezers and 
lots of cursing. Photo 28 shows how the bars 
stay apart while photo 29 show how the end 

A similar process is repeated for all the 
posts. The most difficult assembly is the cen¬ 
ter post lower attachment. Photo 30 shows 
that everything just fits. At this point, all of 
the intermediate posts have been joined to¬ 
gether. But we must create two more posts, 
the hip verticals. These are made from the 
medium-length tension bars. The first thing 


that must be done is to drill the holes for the 
bolts at the top chord/end post juncture. This 
is located by putting the end of the bar in 
position and drilling through it into the 
chord. The other juncture is likewise drilled. 
After moving the bars out of the way, the sec¬ 
ond top chord/end post assembly is put in 
place and the hole is drilled through to the 
other side. Extreme care must be taken to 
drill a perpendicular hole. Once again, the 
second assembly is removed. 

Before returning to basket weaving, the 
outside gusset plates are added over the top 
chord/end posts joints. These are .010" 
styrene, cut to fit. Rivets are impressed as 
shown in the plan. The gussets are glued in 
place with Quik and drilled out from the in- 

Now the hip verticals can be completed. 
The bolt is pushed through the chord, one 
medium size tension bar slipped over the 
bolt, one long bar put ih place, then a 4-5" 
spacer, the other long bar and a second me¬ 
dium bar. A nut is put on as a temporary 
hold. The lower ends of the medium bars are 
joined to the two short bars from the end in¬ 


termediate post and two more short bars are 
added, along with a 7" spacer. Photo 31 
shows this attachment. A x k" bolt is used 

Lastly, the ends of the short tension bars 
are attached to the bottom of the end posts. 
This is done exactly as the attachment to the 
top chord. Now all the temporary nuts are re¬ 
moved and the second top chord/end post as¬ 
sembly is slipped in place. No glue is neces¬ 
sary, as the nuts should provide an adequate 
hold. 

The cover plates for the main beams are 
fashioned next. These are 2'-6" wide .010" 
styrene strips with single-spaced rivets along 
both edges. The cover plates are cut to fit, 
making sure that a good match is achieved at 
the top chord/end post seam. Since the top 
chord is longer than most sheet sytrene, it 
must be pieced together as on the prototype. 
Two pieces are cut in such a way that they 
meet one third of the way along the top 
chord. An additional gusset is placed over 
this seam and in the identical spot two thirds 
of the way along. See the top view of the com¬ 
pleted bridge. The cover plates on the end 
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posts do not extend down to the bottom, but 
are 28'-6" long as shown on the plan and in 
the photos. As before with a styrene/wood at¬ 
tachment, the cover plates were put on with 
Quik. After drying, the interior of the cover 
plate was brush-painted dead black with 
Poly-S paint. 

The large lacing can now be added to the 
underside of the top chord and end posts. 
The end posts have 2'-6"X9" gussets top 
and bottom (just above the tension bars as 
on the intermediate posts). The lacing is cut 
to fit and attached in the same way as the 
small lacing. Photo 28 shows the underside 
detail. 

The last construction items on the truss 
are the pedestals. The measurements for 
these can be taken from the plan. Each ped¬ 
estal consists of two uprights. In addition, 
the bolt area is reinforced. One upright 
should be cut exactly to size and used as a 
pattern to make all the others. Likewise, the 
hole for the bolt is accurately located in one 
piece and duplicated in the rest. The end post 
flanges are cut off to allow a flush mount of 
the uprights. The uprights are bolted in place 


and centered on the bottom place to deter¬ 
mine if everything lines up properly. If not, 
the holes in the uprights can be enlarged in 
the proper direction. When everything lines 
up, the uprights are bonded to the bottom 
plate with MEK. When the bond hardens, 
the pedestal is removed from the post and 
the flange angles added. These are of the ex¬ 
act size and rivet spacing as on the stringers. 
The pedestal is put on the end post again. 
The bolt reinforcement plate is 1 '-3 "XI '-0 * of 
.010" styrene, riveted as shown. A center 
hole is drilled to clear the bolt. The plate is 
put on the end of the bolt, the nut screwed 
down lightly, a touch of MEK added to the 
seam, and the bolt tightened. After setting, 
the process is repeated with the plate on the 
other side. Photo 32 shows the finished ped¬ 
estal. 

Some additional lacing is needed on the 
bottom end of the end post (see plan). This is 
fashioned from two X-pieces from the small 
lacing leftovers, glued in place with cyanoac¬ 
rylate as before. 

The final detail is to tighten all the nuts 
and nip off any excess thread. Small wire cut¬ 


ters should be used to get in close to the nuts. 
Any sharp edges remaining are filed smooth. 

On a bridge as complicated as this, it is 
very difficult to paint every nook and cranny 
after complete assembly. Therefore, the side 
truss was spray painted dead black at this 
time. Now there is only one thing left to do 
on the truss portion of the bridge—build the 
second side! This should go substantially 
faster due to the experience gained. 

The wood deck with rails must be assem¬ 
bled and attached to the deck plate portion of 
the bridge as a subassembly because it can¬ 
not be done once the through truss members 
are in place. Once again, I drew a full-size 
template to keep everything square during 
construction. The deck is 120 feet long with 
ties 3 feet long. The guard timbers are 
4"X10" stripwood, cut to length. Ties are 
8"X12" stripwood, cut with a razor saw. The 
ends are sanded smooth for a better look. Be¬ 
fore beginning assemble, all pieces were 
stained with Campbell tie stain. The guard 
timbers were put in position on the template 
and ties glued at both ends, forming a large 
rectangle. Then several more ties were glued 






























Bridging Galt's Cap 


at intermediate positions to keep everything 
straight. Finally, the remaining ties were 
added. White glue was used for this opera¬ 
tion as slop-over has less of a tendency to 
show. Even so, I used tiny dabs and cleaned 
up any visible glue immediately. 

It is important that this deck sit as flush 
as possible on the deck plate portion. Not 
only will it be more visually pleasing, but also 
such an attachment will give necessary 
added strength to the casting assembly. To 
do so, the underside of the ties is sanded to 
uniform height. This operation must be per¬ 
formed carefully to avoid dislodging individ¬ 
ual ties. Once uniform, the underside is re¬ 
stained. 

The rails are attached next. I use-code 70 
for running rails and code 55 for guard rails. 
These are cut somewhat longer than the 
bridge deck and weathered with Hobby 
Black No. 1. The weathering is then removed 
from the tops of the running rails only, using 
fine sandpaper. Rails were spiked in place us¬ 
ing specially shortened spikes in pre-drilled 
holes. This avoids messy show-through on 
the underside. A wire cutter and patience is 


all that's required to shorten the spikes. The 
holes are large enough to accept the blunted 
spike ends but small enough to still provide a 
force fit. 

Nut-bolt-washer castings (NBW) were 
added to the guard timbers approximately 
every fifth tie. I used Grandt Line Y'U" 
NBW's painted Floquil Rust before attach¬ 
ment. Again, these were placed in force-fit 

Before attaching the deck to the deck plate 
portion, the entire deck was misted with Flo¬ 
quil Grimy Black. This tones down the rust 
color of the NBW's and blends the ties and 
rails together in a very pleasing effect. When 
dry, the deck is placed upside down and the 
deck plate assembly positioned on top of it. 
Then, on every interior edge that touches a 
tie, a tiny drop of cyanoacrylate on the point 
of a pin is touched to the seam. This results 
in almost 100 miniature bonds that form the 
bridge deck into a strong, monolithic struc¬ 
ture. Photo 24 shows the finished deck. 

Assembly of the main bridge members is a 
delicate operation. The bridge will not be 
solid until top, bottom and sides are all at¬ 


tached. The first step is to provide a method 
of attaching the sides to the bottom. The 
floor beams have flat ends, so that is no prob¬ 
lem. However, the truss members are I- 
beams and tension bars having both difficult 
attaching surfaces and different distances on 
center. Therefore, some slight modifications 
are in order. The I-beams are filed flush where 
they will butt against the floor beams. Pieces 
of 'h/' sheetwood, 8"X4'-0", were attached 
with white glue. The end post I-beams need 
to have the flanges removed as shown in 
photo 33. Now all but the hip vertical tension 
bar should mount flush on the deck. I tacked 
the ends in place first with cyanoacrylate be¬ 
cause there is no easy way to hold the 
asembly in place for a prolonged period while 
glue dried. However, the intermediate posts 
were glued to the deck with Quik. These can 
be done one-by-one by bending the posts out 
slightly, dabbing on the glue, closing the gap 
and holding for a few minutes. See photo 34. 
The tension bar/floor beam attachment must 
be built up. I prepared a false end to the floor 
beam of equal size but riveted it as previous 
plates. This was glued to the tension bar with 



























cyanoacrylate. Then a piece of 'hi" sheet- 
wood, the same size as above, was glued be¬ 
tween the styrene and casting (with Quik) on 
both sides. Photo 35 shows the result. 

The top lateral struts are attached next. 
They are located directly over the bolts in the 
top chords. This is the simplest part of the 
bridge, as they consist of simply Vs" I-beams 
except at the portals. These struts are 20'-0" 
long, attached with Quik glue. To insure a 
flush mount, the 2-3 rivets where the mount 
will be should be shaved off. Photo 36 shows 

In my opinion, the portals of this bridge 
lend it real charm. They are relatively easy to 
construct, as shown in photo 37. Three pieces 
of .010" styrene are glued to Vis" angle strip- 
wood 20'-0" long. Only the center styrene 
piece is cut to the proper contour. The end 
pieces will be trimmed later. Two more angles 
are cut to fit for the top. They are glued even 
with the edge of the center piece, creating a 
downward slope. The excess styrene on the 
end pieces is guillotined off even with the an¬ 
gle. Small lacing is cut to fit and glued in 
place. Finally, angle pieces are glued to the 


other side of the portal. Photo 38 shows the 
portal in place. 

The sway braces are added next. These are 
Vie" angle stripwood again, cut to fit and 
glued in place with Ambroid. About this 
point, you will notice that the clearances do 
not meet NMRA standards. This is not a 
problem for my era (1923), but if you want to 
run hi-cubes, you might want to modify the 
bracing a bit. 

The top and bottom laterals are the last 
items added to the bridge. On the prototype, 
these would have been iron rods with 
threaded ends. At each post, a casting with 
threaded openings is bolted in position. Two 
rods are joined with a turnbuckle to form the 
lateral. None of this is really needed on the 
model, although tumbuckles would be a nice 
added touch. Grandt Line makes some beau¬ 
ties. Maybe someone cam persuade him to 
make the post attachments some day. Any¬ 
way, I used .015" brass wire all by its lone¬ 
some to do the job. Rather than cutting each 
length to fit, which would result in a weak 
attachment, I bent long lengths into zig¬ 
zags. If one glue joint fails, the wire remains 


in place for strength. 

The entire bridge (with the exception of the 
deck) is now painted Floquil Weathered 
Black. The major portions can be sprayed, 
with some hard-to-reach areas requiring 
brush touch-ups. The wood deck is temporar¬ 
ily masked by movable cardstock forms dur¬ 
ing the operation. The weathered black over 
dead black technique works very well, as the 
interiors remain dense, giving apparent 
shadows. 

The final result is a bridge with an enor¬ 
mous amount of detail. And although a lot of 
work went into it, it looks as if it required 
more sweat than it really did. That’s the kind 
of model I like to build. 

One question may be how these relatively- 
unused techniques stack up against more tra¬ 
ditional modeling methods. My answer is 
that the model took first place in Structures 
and was runner-up to Best in Show at a re¬ 
cent Midwest Region NMRA convention. 
What it boils down to is that bridge building 
will never be easy, but with these techniques 
it can be made tolerable, even for the most 
complex models. ^ 
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MODEL RAILROAD BOOKS POSTERS 



DESIGN HANDBOOK $5.00 

FOR MODEL RAILROADS 

Paul Mallery explains how to design your 
model railroad, large or small: yards, main¬ 
lines, terminals, rivers, cities, mountains. 
Avoid pitfalls. C31. 

LIONEL STANDARD GAUGE ERA $2.50 

Photos and text describing almost every car 
and locomotive made by Lionel in Standard 
Gauge from 1906 to 1941. One of the few 
thorough books printed, an invaluable ref¬ 
erence. C13. 

COMPLETE LAYOUT PLANS $2.50 

Trackplan book for modelers who prefer 
sectional track for layouts in O, 027, HO, S, 
and N, Track plan kits, 146 plans for every 
budget and ambition. Cl7. 

CIRCUS TRAINS AND MODELING $2.50 

Must reference for anyone interested in rolling 
stock used by the real circuses since 1900. Many 
photos. C29. 

TRACTION PLANBOOK $6.00 

One of the main sources of trolley and interurban 
plans. From horse cars to streamliners. Illus., re¬ 
vised and enlarged. C16. 

BASSETT-LOWKE RAILWAYS $10.00 

England's famed Bassett-Lowke Works who 
made trains in gauges 0,1,2, 3, 4, plus live 
steam. Hardbound, includes 13 famous B-L 
catalogs. 01004. 

A CENTURY OF MODEL TRAINS $45.00 

Deluxe book of European old toy trains. 450 
illus., 187 in full color. Hardbound. Must for 
every collector. The original edition and the 
most beautiful toy train book ever. 20001. 

FRANK HORNBY $3.95 

The boy who made $1,000,000 with a toy. 
Biography of famed pioneer toy train maker 
of Hornby, Meccano. Hardbound reprint of 
the rare 1915 original. A must for toy train 
collectors. 20002. 


ELECTRICAL HANDBOOK FOR $4.00 
MODEL RAILROADS, VOL. I 

Everything you need to know about the 
basics of electricity as applied to operating 
and wiring a model railroad. The most valu¬ 
able work on the subject in print—anyone 
can understand it. C21. 


MELVIN POSTER $2.00 

Increase passenger service on your railroad 
with our Melvin poster—the prototypical 
engineer, and our answer to the airlines' 
stews. Big 17x22". 0801. 

VOTE FOR COL. CARSTENS $2.00 

The ultimate poster! Here's the great rail¬ 
road builder in full regalia exhorting the 
faithful to lay more track and bring back 
steam. 00803. 

RAMSEY IN 1906 $2.00 

Handsome full color Don Wallworth paint¬ 
ing showing the Erie RR running past the 
depot and the old Journal Building. Repro¬ 
duced 17"x22" suitable for framing. 00802. 


RECORDS 

THIS TRAIN IS 12 LP $5.98 

BOUND FOR GLORY Cassette Tape $6.98 

Dan Igor Glen sings railroad songs mixed 
with railroad sounds. 
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RMC/RAILFAN ATLAS, 1980 ed. $7.98 

Here's the latest Rand McNally Atlas with all 
Conrail & Amtrak routes, abandonments. 
Each state & Canada, complete. Cl 5. 
NYO&W 1896 EMPLOYEE 
TIMETABLE $2.50 

Reproduction of 1896 employee timetable, 
with Chicago trains, milk and freight trains. 
Ideal for framing. Cream colored. CIO. 
INTERURBAN INTERLUDE: NJRT $9.95 
E.J. Quinby's delightful coverage of the one 
time North Jersey Rapid Transit. Reads like 
fiction, but its true! Hardbound, great read¬ 
ing. 01002. 

WILKES-BARRE & HAZLETON RY $3.95 

The roller coaster interurban of Pennsylva¬ 
nia's anthracite belt comes alive in a book 
by motorman Quinby. Softbound. C25. 


BINDERS 



MAGAZINE BINDERS $6 00 

Durable vinyl binders for RMC, CC, FM, and Railfan. Gold stamped, 
each holds 12 issues. Specify magazine. Add post. & handling: 75® 
in USA, $1.25 outside USA for each binder. 
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BOOKS & PUBLICATIONS 


If you are a modeler, a railfan or both, here are the books 
and publications that you want and need to bring added 
enjoyment to your hobby. 


RAILROAD PLANS 


CURVED WOOD TRESTLE 


SANTA FE LIGHTWEIGHTS $2 50 

By George Trager (A) 73' Budd 1942 fluted Baggage Car series 
3432, RMC 8-69, (B) 85' Duplex Roomette P/S fluted. Plan 4100B 
RMC 3-70; (C) 85' Super Chief Sleeper-Observation P/S plan 4115 
fluted, RMC 4-69 O Scale. CR-3. 

UNION PACIFIC LIGHTWEIGHTS $2 50 

By George Trager. (A) 74' Postal-Storage Series 5711 ACF 1957, 
RMC 7-69, (B) 85'Chair Car plan 7471 P/S 1941 Series 5339 RMC 
9-70, (C) 85' Club-Lounge ACF 1949 UP series 6200 also C&NW 
series 7900, RMC 7-70. CR-4 

SOUTHERN PACIFIC SUNSET $2 50 

LIMITED LIGHTWEIGHTS 

By George Trager, (A) 85' fluted Budd 1950 Diner series 10210, 
RMC 4-69, 85' fluted Budd 1950 Lounge Car series 2987, RMC 
3-69, 85' fluted Budd 1950 Coffee Shop Lounqe series 10407 
RMC 3-69. CR-5. 

MILWAUKEE ROAD SKYTOP $2 50 

OBSERVATION CARS 

By George Trager, (A) Parlor-Observation series 186 P/S 1948 
Hiawatha, (B) Sleeper-Observation Creek series P/S 1948. RMC 
Plan includes Canadian National underbody revision CN 
1900 series ex Creek series. CR-6. 

. _ . h a b b, ... r 



BURLINGTON PIONEER ZEPHYR $2 50 

By Marshall Thayer. RMC 2-71,3-71 Original 1934 three car Budd 
train plus Coach 500 added 1935. CR-2 

NEW BOOKS 

COLORADO MEMORIES OF $12.00 

I THE NARROW GAUGE CIRCLE 

I By John Krause and Ross Grenard, featur- 
I ing previously unpublished photos. Col- 
I orado’s NARROW GAUGE CIRCLE is 
I depicted in its name trains and the RGS 
I Galloping Goose before the tourists 
J invaded—freights, mixed and even the final 
scrapping operations. 130 11"x8%" pages. 
Softbound, color cover C35. 

THE FINAL YEARS: NYO&W $9.95 

By John Krause and Ed Crist. 200 photos, 
maps and other illustrations provide a re¬ 
markable view of the New York, Ontario & 
Western s final steam days and the decade 
of diesel operation. With FT units in passen¬ 
ger service, diesels and big and small 
steams in the hills of New York & Penna. 
Softbound, 96 8Vi"x11'' pages. C32. 

STEAM IN THE ALLEGHENIES $9 95 

Krause & Grenard. Monograph of the Western Maryland's Ap¬ 
palachian portion. High excitement and heavy trains. Last days of 
steam and early diesels. Follow the fire ball through the Al¬ 
leghenies in its golden age. C37. 
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Please note our new line of quality soft bound railroad 
books. If hardbound, these fine books which deserve to 
be printed would be priced too high for many. 


LONG ISLAND RAILROAD 

By Fred Kramer and John Krause. Let John 
Krause show you a "different” RR: East of f 
Jamaica in the 1940's and 1950’s, it was rail- I 
road of peddler freights, unexpected sights 1 
and commuter trains with G5's, K4’s, and I 
FM’s. 96 8W11" pages, softbound. C34. " 

THE OVERLAND ROUTE: $10 00 

STEAM POWER ON THE UNION PACIFIC 
Krause, Crist and Grenard pictorial mono¬ 
graph of UP power in the last great days of 
steam. Great photos by Collins, Kindig, 

Grenard and Krause summon up the best of M 
UP steam from switchers to Big Boys—and p 
even some of the early custom built EMD** 8 
E's, turbines, early Alco’s and FM’s. 

1 1"x 8V2", 84 pages, softbound. C36. 

SUSQUEHANNA $12.00 

Krause & Crist monograph of the plucky 
New York, Susquehanna & Western, from 
1945 thru today: steam, diesel, Wilkes-Barre 
& Eastern, ACF and Budd cars, Alco diesels 
in their several paint schemes. C38. 

CHICAGO GREAT WESTERN 
Iowa in the Merger Decade 
by Philip R. Hastings, destined to be a classic. Color cover, 84 
pages, softbound. C39. 

EAST BROAD TOP $9.95 

by Ross Grenard & John Krause, the third in our narrow gauge 
trilogy. The incredibly charasmatic 3 foot gauge coal hauler of 
Pennsylvania. Photography by Krause, Ronfor, Hastings & others. 
Color cover, 84 pages. Softbound. C40. 



$9.95 


J . 0. Box 70 
Newton, New Jersey 07860 

Instructions: Write the quantity, stock number, title and price of 
the publications you wish below. The stock number if any 
appears at the end of the description, i.e., the Traction Plan- 
book is number Cl 6. N.J. residents add 5% sales tax below the 
subtotal. All publications are shipped to you postpaid except 
binders and back issues which require extra postage charges 
Refer to the postage required in the description and enter it 
below the sales tax. 
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Postage (if any) 





TOTAL 




I enclose a total of $.. 

Address ... 


in check or money order. 
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929-128 Caboose-MKT (Katy) 






929-118 Caboose-Pacific Electric 12.45 

929-176 Bobber-Belt RR/Chicago 12.45 

929-179 Bobber-Western Maryland 12.45 

929-207 40' Box-Centrl of Georgia 10.75 

929-215 40' Box-D&RGW "Cookie" 10.75 

929-226 40' Box-SSW/Cotton Belt 10.75 

929-355 50' Auto Box-Wabash 10.75 

929-429 40' Reefer-Grand Union 11.15 
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New York central L-2a, b, and d 
4-8-2’s: HO scale 

Imported by Key Imports, Inc., 99 Lyford 
Drive, No. 44, Tiburon, CA 94920 
When is a Mountain not a Mountain? To 
the admirer of New York Central steam 
power, the answer should be obvious: When 
it’s a Mohawk. On the railroad whose cun¬ 
ning slogan, “The Water Level Route — You 
Can Sleep," suggested that passage between 


New York and Chicago via any other carrier 
might be fraught with disaster, there could 
be no room for Mountain-type locomotives. 
So Mohawks they became. 

Ironically, the Central operated more 4-8- 
2’s than any other railroad in North America 
— with or without mountain grades. A total 
of 600 Mohawks were built for the New York 
Central and its subsidiaries between 1916 
and 1944, with 544 of these units still polish¬ 
ing the iron at the close of World War II. 

The letter “L” designated a 4-8-2 locomo¬ 
tive on the Central, and there were four dis¬ 
tinct classes. First, between 1916 and 1918, 
came 185 L-l’s, mechanical descendants of 
some 69"-drivered Pacifies which the railroad 
had ordered for fast freight service as early 
as 1911. The L-l’s were of the old school of 
locomotive design, with clean, uncluttered 
lines when outshopped by Alco/Schenectady 
and Lima. One hundred and twenty-nine 
were still in service by 1946. 

The advent of the superpower locomotive, 
one which could deliver abundant steam at 
speed, led to the development of the next 4-8- 
2’s, Class L-2. These were truly the most 
nearly ubiquitous of all Mohawks, turning up 
just about everywhere on the system by vir¬ 
tue of their profusion. Exactly 300 joined the 
roster between 1925 and 1930. All came from 
Alco at Schenectady, and it is a credit to then- 
builder that every one was still in service as 
late as 1951. 



1940’s photos of L-2a engines generally show external exhaust steam pipes between feedwater heater ar 
cylinders. 2780 is so equipped as she backs cars at Geneva, New York in March, 1947. She also lo 
cylinder head cover. 


THE COMPLETE 
SD40-2 SERIES 


Only North American offers all four versions of the SD40-2 whether you 
want a SP SD40T-2 or a N & W SD40-2 we make it. Our SD40-2 line 
includes SD40-2, SD40-2 RC (Snoot), SD40T-2 (Tunnel Motor) and 
SD40T-2 RC (T.M. Snoot) as well as comp. Super Detailing Packages 
for 10 different R.R.S. 

Our engines feature a highly detailed shell, high output 5 pole motor 
w/flywheels, all wheel drive & pickup. 

Available in BN, CR, CS (B & O) Powered Dummy 

D&RGW, FL(L&N), MP, N&W Undec. 39.99 19.99 

SF, SP, SSW, UP & UNDEC. Painted 42.99-45.99 22.99-25.99 

NORTH AMERICAN DIESEL LOCOMOTIVE WORKS, 824 ELYSIAN AVE, TOLEDO. OH 43607. (419) 536-3063 
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In August of 1939, two L-2’s, NYC 2995 
and 2998, were beefed up with increased 
boiler pressure, roller bearings, and other re¬ 
finements to determine if a 4-8-2 could per¬ 
form adequately in dual service on the Cen¬ 
tral. The experiment was a success, and led 
the way to the development of Class L-3. 
While many of these machines, built by Alco 
and Lima between 1940 and 1942, wi 
strictly freighters, others were at home ___ 
both freight and passenger schedules. Sixty- 
five L-3’s were built, all with 69" drivers. 
However, the axle centers were spaced at 76" 
so that larger drivers could be accommo¬ 
dated if desired at a later date. 

Seventy-two inch drivers were, in fact, 
soon applied to the original L-3, NYC 3000, 
and the results led to the design of the ulti¬ 
mate Mohawk, Class L-4. These were the 
Central’s war babies, arriving 50 strong from 
Lima between 1942 and 1944. 

While the L-3’s and L-4's were without 
question possessed of a certain clean-lined 
grace, many NYC HO scale modelers have 
bemoaned the fact that they have been the 
only Mohawks generally available. The L-2’s 
were far more numerous, but not available in 
quantity as HO scale models. It was, then, 
with great expectations that Central mod¬ 
elers learned recently of Key Imports’ inten¬ 
tion to bring out these classic steamers. Ex¬ 
pectations turned to delight as the Key L-2’s 
appeared in hobbyshop showcases early in 
the fall of last year, because it became ob¬ 
vious that they were among the finest, most 
accurately detailed New York Central steam 
locomotives ever produced in HO scale. 

The L-2’s of 1925 and 1926, subclassed L- 
2a, were very different looking from the later 
L-2’s of 1929 and 1930, subclassed L-2b, c, 
and d. The L-2a's proudly carried their extra 
appliances and plumbing on the outside for 
all the world to see; the later L-2’s, following 
the example of the classic Hudson of 1927, 
featured the cleaned-up lines of later locomo¬ 
tive designs. Key Imports has brought forth 
three versions of the L-2’s, all accurately de¬ 
tailed to represent the locomotives as they 
appeared in the late 1930’s and early 1940’s. 
They are outlined as follows: 

L-2a With its forward-hung Elesco 
feedwater heater and rectangular 
smokebox cover over the superheater 
header, this is the toughest looking L- 
2. The model features the original 
sandbox which some of the prototype 
L-2’s retained to the end of steam. It 



Roundhouse Trailer Train 60'Flat Car! 

Initial Release -I2- individual *'sl 

This is the BIG ONE modelers have been 
waiting for! Roundhouse has pulled out all 
the stops on this exciting new 60' Thrall Flat 
car release! HO kit features a one piece 
molding with seperate attaching end ladder 
detailing and underframe; and kit is com¬ 
plete with our Hi-Speed roller bearing trucks. 
Body is painted in 'Railbox Yellow', printed 
in crisp white and black lettering. 

Trailer Train 60' Thrall Flat car will initial¬ 
ly be released with -12- individual road 
numbers! ... see your nearest MDC retailer. 

ORDER your Trailer Train 12# set today! 

1280 Undecorated $4.25 1281 Trailer Train $4.75 

New for ‘82 Roundhouse Products you can order direct $1.00.Also NC 
16page Catalog Supplement! Ready current Check List & News.Catalog 
"'■'•v. Please See your retailer, or illustrating complete line @ $3.50). 
3811-15 W. ROSECRANS, BOX 926 HAWTHORNE, CA. 90250 


When You Think Moderux. think ROUNDHOUSE! 



SUNSET MODELS 

138 W. Campbell Ave. 
Campbell. Calif. 95008 


The “M” series locomotives of the Norfolk Western Railway provided a variety of 4-8-0 steam 

M 2 ln AII t r hrTe h6 | 'f hter ° 2“ p . artlcul ^ r type of wheel arrangement to the absolute heaviest the 
M-2. All three will be available at your Sunset dealers this year. 
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JUST FINE PASSENGER 
CAR KITS 


• SUPER DETAILED 

• ATTRACTIVE DIRECT 

MAIL PRICES 

• OVER 40 KITS AVAILABLE 
» VISA & MASTERCARD 

ACCEPTED 


1st EDITION CA TALOGUE 
NOW A VAIL ABLE - $3.00 ppd. 


DIRECT ONLY 


**COMING SOON** 

AN ENTIREL Y NEW LINE OF 
0 SCALE HIGH-IMP A CT STYRENE 
FREIGHT CAR KITS 


> RAILGON 

• AIRSLIDE COVERED HOPPER 
- PRR CLASS H25 HOPPER 


also features a tender with built-up, CCC&StL 62 

curved coalboards. Nearly all of the L- road numbers 



d NYC 2' 
ice life. 

L-2b This is strictly a Big Four 


bered NYC 2700-2799 for their entire road engines o] 

service life. border. Pilot-eqi 


manner of the prototype. Alco/Sche- 
nectady built only 25 L-2b’s, but they 
became the mainstay of fast freight 


15-6224 but received 
NYC 2915-2924 in the 
renumbering of 1936. 
th a pilot in place of foot- 
a sunken Elesco feedwater 
L-2d could easily be mis- 
a J-l Hudson at a quick 
ese features were included 
t L-2d’s. Michigan Central 
ill appreciate this, as Cana- 
equired the use of pilots on 
operating north of the 
squipped L-2d’s were no 
other parts of the system 
3 model comes with the 
lt-sided coal bunker that 
lmark of the L-2c and d 
1 waterscoop equipment 
ly included. L-2’s of this 
umbered NYC 2450-2499 
1936 renumbering, and 
lereafter. 


rf the Key L-2’s were manufactured in 
by Samhongsa and represent the fin- 
irk being imported from that country 
,e. The boiler and tender shells were 
p from etched and formed brass subas- 
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You know our track- 

now know us as your DISTRIBUTOR 


Quality Craft Scalecoat 
CRC Chemicals E&B Valley 


CM Shops 
C V Trucks 


LAMBERT 

ASSOCIATES 




P.O. Box 4338, San Leandro, California 94579 
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•"SBSlilllilk®#! Classic front end of L-2a is demonstrated by 2713 at Geneva, New York in March of 1947. This loco carries 

P.O. BOX 394 CRYSTAL LAKE, IL 60014 her headlight a little higher than most. 
























TRAIN CITY w 

WHOLESALERS of “ANTIQUE TOY TRAINS” 
to the trade 

NOW SELLING TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC 

P.O. Box 1657 • Staten Island, N.Y. 10314 #212/ 

TRAIN CITY also buys old unwanted trains for 
"TOP CASH". Please call for Quote. 



INVESTMENT QUALITY TRAINS 
ALSO AVAILABLE 381E; 400E Blue 
Comet Set; Ives White Set; Ives 
Prosperity Set; American Flyer 
President Special; 9E Gerard Set. 
CALL FOR QUOTE 212/698-5905 


ATTENTION!!! 

Now Available 

The finest Standard Gauge Lionel 
freight set made during the 1930’s— 
This set includes the 400E Locomotive 
and Tender (grey or black), one #212 
Gondola, one #219 Crane Car, one 
#220 Floodlight Car, one #217 Ca¬ 
boose. Condition v/g — exc. and in¬ 
cludes track and 04 AAC 
transformer. SrSrO 


813 1932 Cattle (big) v/g.100.00 

814 1932 Box (big) v/g .100.00 

814R 1932 Refrig Car (big) rest . . 200.00 

815 1932 Oil Tan Car (big) v/g ..95.00 

816 1932 Hopper (big) v/g .175.00 

817 1932 Caboose (big) v/g .75.00 

820 1932 Floodlight (big) v/g ... 175.00 

Standard Gauge Engines & Sets-LIONEL 

IDE 1932 0-4-0 rest 250 00 

384 1932 2-4-0 w/t rest. 600.00 

342 1930 Baby State Pass Set 318 

310, 309, 312 rest .... 800.00 
10E 1932 Pass Set 332, 339, 341, 

OB, L/N.600.00 

33 1926 Pass Set 35, 36 rest . . 290.00 

318 1930 Elec, rest.350.00 

318 1929 Coal Train Set, 318, 516, 516, 

516, 517 rest. 1200.00 

402 1926 0-4-4-0 Pass Set 402, 418, 419, 

490 rest. 1400.00 

392 1932 4-4-2 Frt Set 392E, 384T 511 

512, 513, 514R, 

520, 517 v/g . 1600.00 

1913 0-4-4-0 Pass Set 42, 18, 19, 

190 rest. 1000.00 


220 1936 Floodlight Car Nickel (big) 

rest . 400.00 

O Gauge Engines and Sets 

263E 1936 Baby Blue Comet Set, 263E 

2612, 2613, 2614, 

rest . 850.00 

256 1929 0-4-4-0 Pass Set, 256, 710, 

710, 712 v/g . 925.00 

763 1939 4-6-2 Hudson v/g ... . 1800 00 

251E 1934 Pass Set, 251E, 605, 605, 

606, rest . 525.00 


Pre War O Gauge-Engines & Sets-LIONEL 

1666 1940 2-6-2 w/t L/N . 110 00 42 

229 1940 2-4-2 w/t UN .140.00 

752E 1940 3 car set yell/br. rest . . 625.00 8E 1932 0-4-0 Pass Set 8E 

224E 1942 2-6-2 w/t L/N . 140.00 35,35,36 

1664 1940 2-4-2 w/t UN . 100 00 

259E 1938 2-4-2 w/t EXC .125.00 

262E 1932 2-4-2 w/t rest.175.00 

278E 1935 Red Comet Set rest .425.00 

226E 1940 2-6-4 w/t rest.425.00 

260E 1935 2-4-2 w/t rest. 525.00 

255E 1936 2-4-2 w/t v/g . 600.00 

755W 1939 Hiawatha Pass Set rest 2200.00 

225E 1938 2-6-2 w/t v/g . 150 00 

1688 1942 Torpedo Set 3 cars EXC 140.00 
1918 Pass Set 2 cars rest .. 400.00 

1920 Pass Set 2 cars rest .. 375.00 

1921 Frt Set 3 cars exc ... . 450.00 
1917 Pass Set 3 cars v/g . 1200.00 


SPECIAL OF THE MONTH 

Lionel #262 E FRT. SET 

Manufactured 1930-1932 
This O Gauge Set includes the 262E 
Locomotive and tender, one #803 Hop¬ 
per Car, one #804 Oil Tank Car, and 
one #807 Caboose. These sets are in 
original condition v/g — exc and in- 
clude track and transformer. 


. 340.00 


BY SPECIAL PERMISSION OF 
THE AUTHOR 

Now Available 

“Antique Toy Trains" 

by Howard Godel 

This authoritative work is a MUST for £ 
us “Antique Toy Collectors” 

TRAIN CITY SPECIAL 
NOW $29.95 reg. $40 
Hurry! Copies are limited. This rare work. 
_ out of print. 


1933 Pass Set 3 cars v/g . . 350.00 ciV 

1927 0-4-0 v/g .275.00 51 o 

1935 Gerard Set 3 cars rest 550.00 513 
1924 Orange Macy Spec Set 514 

3 cars rest.600.00 


O Gauge Freight Cars 516 

803 1930 Hopper v/g . 35 00 517 

804 1932 Oil Tank Car v/g .40.00 520 

805 1932 Box Car exc .40.00 211 

806 1929 Cattle Car v/g .35.00 212 

807 1927 Caboose exc. 40.00 215 

809 1931 Dump Car exc.75.00 

831 1927 Wood Car exc.40.OO 215 

902 1930 Gondola v/g.35.00 

2620/620 1938 Flood Light Car v/g 65.00 216 
2660 1938 Derrick ext. . 75.00 217 

810 1931 Derrick (big) v/g. 100.00 218 

811 1932 Wood Car (big) v/g ....85.00 219 

812 1935 Gondola (big) v/g .85.00 


Standard Gauge Freight Cars-LIONEL 112 

1927 Flat v/g . 65.00 101 

1927 Gondola v/g.65.00 

1928 Cattle v/g.125.00 

oih 1928 Box v/g .125.00 

514R 1932 Reefer rest . 200.00 182 

515 1932 Oii Tank rest. 150.00 120 

c '“ > 1932 Hopper Car (red) rest .275.00 

1935 Caboose v/g . 125.00 442 

1937 Floodlight Car v/g_ 200.00 57 

1932 Log Car (big) L/N _125.00 

1932 Gondola (big) exc .... 115.00 59 

1926 Oil Tank Car (green) 

(big) v/g. 350.00 

1928 Oil Tank Car (white-very rare) 

(big) rest .450.00 

1932 Hopper (big) rest. 250.00 

1932 Caboose (big) UN ... . 250.00 
1932 Dump Car (big) rest ..250.00 
1932 Crane Car (green) 

(big) UN.250.00 


Standard Gauge Engines and Sets 

385 1935 2-4-2, rest . 600.00 

1835 1934 Pass Set 1835, w/t, 309, 310, 

312, Blue and Silver, 

rest . 1000.00 

38 1919 Pass Set 38, 35, 36, 

v/ 9 • ■ • .. 350.00 

50 1920 Pass Set 50, 35, 36, 

v/g . 400.00 

Lionel Accessories 

124 Station 1936 Lightly Flaked, 

v/9.75.00 

45 Gate Man, 1935, exc. 65 00 

184 Bungalow 1923, exc.50.00 

188 Coal Elevator, 1938, v/g ... . 100.00 

840 Power Station 1932 UN ... 3000.00 

112 Terrace 1932 L/N. 1500.00 

101 Standard Gauge 3 Piece Bridge, 

lightly flaked .50.00 

O Gauge 3 Piece Bridge, lightly 

flaked .40.00 

O Gauge Magnetic Crane . . 175.00 

1932 Metal Tunnel v/g.100.00 

(specify standard or O gauge/order) 

1940 Diner, exc .200.00 

1930 5th Ave Lamp-Post, 

exc.100.00 

1932 Lamp-Post, exc.85.00 


7 day money back guarantee 
NYS residents add applicable Sales Tax. ALL 
SALES SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY—Our 
prices include postage and handling within the 
continental U.S. Please enclose Check or 
Money Order with purchase order. Help us keep 
our prices low. Please call about our "Special 
Request Service". 212/698-5905 


RAILROAD MODEL CRAFTSMAN 
































































































semblies in the usual manner, with detail 
castings and piping added. A few surface 
blemishes do appear on some of the castings; 
there are some rather objectionable scars on 
the front of the feedwater heater drum on my 
L-2a. All soldering is extremely neat, and the 
rivet detail is generally sharp and clear. The 
models come finished with a protective coat 
of clear lacquer. 

With the cooperation of two hobby shops, 


Willis Hobbies in Mineola, New York, and 
The Gingerbread Stop in Warren, New Jer¬ 
sey, I compared the basic dimensions of all 
three versions to official New York Central 
drawings. The slight modifications of wheel¬ 
base dimensions required for successful oper¬ 
ation (drivers were reduced to 68 scale inches 
diameter, and driver axle centers were in¬ 
creased to 75 scale inches) were the only sig¬ 
nificant discrepancies which I could find. It’s 


obvious that there was very little guesswork 
in the production of these models; in fact, 
Key Imports provided Samhongsa with an¬ 
notated copies of the original 1 ‘/2": 1' erecting 
drawings. These were made available 
through the cooperation of the New York 
Central System Historical Society. 

The detail work is superb, with most of the 
piping matching that which is evidenced in 
prototype photographs very closely. Among 
the details found on all of the L-2’s not often 
seen on even the finest brass models are cab 
wing windows, blow-off valves with reach 
rods, lagged blower pipes with appropriate 
fittings at the smokebox, and lathe centers 
on the driving axles. Other juicy authentic 
details include the cab interior, the curtain 
strip under the rear of the cab roof, riveted 
steel plate running boards, fluted main rods 
but plain side rods, two styles of trailing 
trucks, the ATC receiver on the front tender 
truck, drip pans under the air compressors, 
and a headlight of correct proportions. 

I believe that the L-2a engines did not have 
windows on the rear walls of the cab, al¬ 
though the other L-2’s did. This prototype in¬ 
consistency was noted on the erecting draw¬ 
ings, but Samhongsa’s craftsmen failed to 
observe it, providing windows on the rear 
walls of all of the cabs. I was indeed hard-put 
to find many other detailing flaws. As an ex¬ 
ercise in nitpicking, I could point out that the 
bells on all versions are a little too tall, that 
the valve pilot cam boxes on the L-2a’s and 
L-2d’s are mounted too high, that electrical 
conduits might have been run to the ATC 
mechanism boxes on the L-2a and L-2b ten¬ 
der decks, and that steam heat fittings might 
have been provided at the rear of the L-2b 
and L-2d tenders. But these are all very mi¬ 
nor errors, easily corrected. 

Modelers who specialize in the last 15 
years of steam operation might wish to cut 
away the classification lights from the L-2a 
and L-2d engines, as they were removed by 
the railroad from most of the locomotives in 
these subclasses about 1940. However, they 
were generally retained on the L-2b’s as on 
other CCC&StL power. Likewise, purists 
might wish to modify the front end of the L- 
2a locomotives to include external exhaust 
steam pipes between the cylinders and the 
feedwater heater. These generally replaced 
the original internal arrangement in the early 
1940’s. 

The Key L-2’s are driven by Canon 22mm X 
32mm motors having a good speed range. 
The motor is mounted on a floating torque 
arm after the best current practice, driving a 






The Key 
to Quality 

99 LYFORD DRIVE NO. 44 
TIBURON, CA 94920 


KFY 

uirtAivrC f theespeemt s 
IMPOKIj ■ ARE COMING! 

IttP 


The famous Southern Pacific MT Class 4-8-2's are on the way from Key Imports, Inc. These HO Scale speedsters will span the 
entire class series with the exception of the MT-2. The MT-1, -3, -4, and MT-5 will be produced m variations of both streamlined 
and unstreamlined. Changes in pilots and tenders will also provide the modeler and collector with a complete range of this well 
known steam locomotive. Prototype photo by DonShortt 
















HOGRABIRONS 


drop type, HO grabirons. 
ount—100 per package. 
25 per package. 


... on the road tested, ready to 
run CENTRAL VALLEY TRUCKS 


been moving freight cars ...... 

over miles and miles of track, on private and 
commercial displays, and creating thousands of 


6 wheel. 

Highly detailed, precisio 
Ni : Clad nickel plating, n 


turned brass wheels, 
n-magnetic axles, and 
few of their many 


CENTRAL valley 


WILL 

BARTER 

airplane tickets, hotel 
stays, electronic equip¬ 
ment, furniture, cameras 
Broadway show tickets, 
restaurant meals, etc. 

FOR 

AMERICAN 

FLYER 

TRAINS 

(212) 955-9440 


Let's make "Railfan" 
a name to be 
proud of. 



TROOP SLEEPERS & TROOP KITCHEN CARS 

During World War II, when military traffic was at its peak, a severe 
shortage of sleepers and dining cars developed. To alleviate the prob¬ 
lem, the War Department ordered a new concept in rail equipment 
Troop Sleepers (built by Pullman Car & Manufacturing) that utilized a 
50-ft. steel car that was, basically, a boxcar. Fitted with three-tier bunks 
inside and Allied Full Cushion Trucks, these cars were to carry many 
Gl s across the nation. Simultaneously, ACF developed and built 50-ft. 
Kitchen Cars to provide meals. After WW II, these cars were bought by 
U.S. railroads and used for MW service, baggage cars, box express 
cars, and cabooses. Hallmark’s newest version in brass of both cars 
includes sprung Allied Full Cushion trucks. Available now. 

HALLMARK MODELS, INC. 

4822 BRYAN STREET DALLAS, TEXAS 75204 PHONE 214-821-2558 
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The Marklin Alternative 


The Marklin Alternative is quality in Ready-to- 
Run Model Railroad Equipment. 

High quality demands its price - but it also keeps 
its value. So it was that a Marklin Krokodil 
Locomotive, CSS 66/12921, was recently bought 
at auction for $22,000. - a record price in the 
annals of model railroading. 

Not all of our locomotives sell for $22,000.; 
indeed most of them perhaps never will. But 
the majority of Marklin locomotives retain and 
even increase their value over time, because a 
Marklin train is precision engineered to keep 
on operating long after other alternatives have 
been scrapped. An entire family can build a 
hobby on the degree of quality that is the 
Marklin Alternative. 

Marklin began producing model railroad equip¬ 
ment in 1891. Today, Marklin produces more 
model railroad equipment than any other manu¬ 
facturer in the world, without compromising 
quality and reliability. Of the 815 line items 

marklfn, me. 

Dealers: Our exclusive wholesaler to the Hobby Trade is 
Wm. K. Walthers, Inc. Milwaukee, Wl.53218 


in the current Marklin Catalog, 80 are for 
locomotives alone: 57 for HO Gauge and 23 
for Z Gauge - the smallest precision Model Rail¬ 
road System in the world. In fact, a Z Gauge 
locomotive has set a world record for continuous 
running 1,219 hours non-stop. The engine was a 
Pacific 4-6-2, and travelled the elapsed dis¬ 
tance of 720 km (449 miles). 

Marklin dealers have been carefully selected 
and have also made a commitment to the quality 
standards of Marklin. If there is none near you, 
please send in the attached coupon with appro¬ 
priate remittance. 

["MdrkTin Catalog R3 ~j 

5960 N 60 TH MILWAUKEE, Wl 53218 

■ I enclose $_ 

Please send me □ 15010 Complete Catalog $3.50 , 
I the following HO,Z, # l Scale 

I ^“of m^nlarest □ 15410 2 Gauge only(Mini Club) .50 | 

I MSrklin Dealer:"* 5 □ 16410 # 1 Scale only (Large Size) .45 | 


L-TJ L- -I 

























27:1 idler gearbox through a pair of universal 
couplings. As the accompanying table illus¬ 
trates, the mechanism will run at very low 
voltage, and the speed range for the locomo¬ 


tive is excellent. The mechanism on my L-2a 
was very smooth right from the box, with no 
side rod binds or other impediments to 
trouble-free operation, although I did have to 


resolder the ground wire from the motor to 
the frame before the engine would operate. 
The performance data measurements listed 
below were made using a filtered, regulated 


COMING IN EARLY ’82 FOR PENNSY PANS 

| ★ GAS ELECTRIC NO. 4666 \ 

5 ★ B-70A THEATRICAL SCENERY CAR , 
* ★ B-74B HORSE EXPRESS CAR 

MM Custom Brass EACH NEVER REEORE Mimpi ED j 

w 

w 

Mftvfl "KiT/Sf 1 - ' EACH IN LIMITED QUANTITIES. ' 
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Valuable 
^ Equipment 

Is corrosion at work on your layout? 

by Bruce Walthers 

Corrosion is known to destroy brass 
locomotives, metal cars, track, motors, 
switch machines, and other metal 


Corrosion is caused by air-born 
chemicals and is encouraged by heat 
and moisture. Even before corrosion 
is visible, its symptoms may appear 
in the form of dulling of metallic 
finishes, increased friction, seemingly 
poor connections, and intermittent 
operation of motors and switches. 
Corrosion takes place slowly. It 
is not a sudden or overnight occurence, 
and it occurs when you are not aware 
of it. 

In the past, dehumidifiers which, 
incidentally, use a great deal of 
energy, were often used to reduce 
moisture. Corrosion is not simply 
the result of moisture, however. 
It is a chemical reaction which is 
accelerated by the presence of mois¬ 
ture. A more positive (and less 
expensive) system of protection is 
now available thru Zerust* vapor 
phase inhibiting capsules. 

Zerust® capsules emit an invisible, 
odorless, non-toxic vapor which saturates 
the air. This vapor protects metal 
surfaces against atmospheric corrosion 
by reducing the electro-chemical 
activity of the metal surfaces. 

This may sound complicated, but the 
use of Zerust® is quite simple. 
The basic kit is a VC2-1 capsule 
and a large 12 x 18, specially treated, 
double-wall polyethelene zip-lock 
bag which is large enough to store 
an average train set while not in 


A complete layout may be protected 
by placing Zerust capsules on the 
layout and covering with a poly¬ 
ethelene (or other) drape to reduce 
air movement while the layout is 
not in use. Each VC2-1 capsule will 
protect a two-foot radius and will 
last for a minimum of one full year. 

This new space-age corrosion protec¬ 
tion is now available to hobbyists 
through Walthers. Ask your hobby 
shop to order it for you, or send 
a .20 stamped, self-addressed #10 
envelope, for a special application 
manual with complete details. 

WALTHERS 

5601 W. Florist Ave. Milw., WI 53218 


d.c. power supply feeding a PSI 550 throttle. 
Courtesy of Max Robin. 

Minimum Continuous Speed 0.56 SMPH; 
88ma; .93 volts 

Maximum Speed 59.3 SMPH; 147ma; 

12 volts 

Maximum current, wheels slipping 
386ma; 12 volts 


The brake shoes are brass castings, but 
they are screwed to plastic bushings so as to 
be electrically isolated from the frame. I 
found all of the wheel sets on my model to be 
accurately gauged, and the drivers to be true, 
free of wobble, and properly quartered. The 
pilot truck is loaded with a conventional coil 
spring, while the trailing truck is provided 
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FREE SHIPPING " 
with a $20.00 order 
Minimum orders $20.00 
Via UPS ONLY 


Supply Co. 

347A PLEASANT STREET 
MALDEN. MASS 02148 
HOT LINE 617-321-0090 


FOR ORDERS ONLY 1 

1-800/225-4424 1 

1-800/225-4425 
Continen 


MANTUA RTR LOCOMOTIVES 

(Specify Road Name desired when ordering. 


301 

Booster 0-4-0 

$17.28 

302 

Little Six 0-6-0 

19.44 

303 

Shifter 0-4-0. 

21.07 

304 

Big Six 0-6-0 

23.76 

305 

Pony 0-4-0 

25.92 

306 

Prairie 2-6-2 

27.00 

307 

General 4-4-0 

30.24 

308 

Dixie Belle 4-6-0 

28.08 

309 

1890 Rodgers 4-6-0 

28.08 

310 

1880 12-Wheeler 4-8-0 

30.24 

311 

Pacific 4-6-2 

33.48 

312 

Mikado 2-8-2 

35.64 

313 

Mogul 2-6-0 

27.00 

314 

USRA Alco 0-8-0 

29.71 

315 

Consolidation 2-8-0 

32.40 

316 

Hudson 4-6-4 

35.11 

317 

Berkshire 2-8-4 

37.80 

318 

Decapod 2-10-0 

37.80 


MANTUA 



RTR Mark II w/Vanderbilt Tender 

319 

Consolidation 2-8-0 

44.28 

320 

Pacific 4-6-0 

45.36 

321 

Mikado 2-8-2 

48.60 

322 

Camelback 2-8-2 

40.51 

323 

Pacific Camelback 4-6-2 



(April Del.) (New Item) 

40.51 

324 

Articulated Logger 2-6-6-2 



(Sept. Del.) (New Item) 

51.31 

MANTUA KITS 

501 

Booster 0-4-0 

$15.12 

502 

Little Six 0-6-0 

17.28 

503 

Shifter 0-4-0 

19.44 

504 

Big Six 0-6-0 

21.07 

505 

Pony 0-4-0 

21.07 

506 

Prairie 2-6-2 

24.31 

507 

General 4-4-0 

25.92 

509 

1890 Rodgers 4-6-0 

25.39 

510 

1880 12-Wheeler 4-8-0 

27.00 

511 

Pacific 4-6-2 

28.61 

512 

Mikado 2-8-2 

29.16 

513 

Mogul 2-6-0 

25.39 

514 

USRA Alco 0-8-0 

27.00 

515 

Consolidation 2-8-0 

28.08 

516 

Hudson 4-6-4 

29.16 

517 

Berkshire 2-8-4 

31.32 

518 

Decapod 2-10-0 

32.40 

Mark II Super Detailed Kits 

519 

Consolidation 2-8-0 

34.56 

520 

Pacific 4-6-2 

37.27 

521 

Mikado 2-8-2 

39.96 

522 

Camelback 2-8-2 

34.56 

523 

Pacific Camelback 4-6-2 (New Item) 


(April Delivery) 

34.56 

524 

Articulated Logger 2-6-6-2 



(September Delivery) (New Item) 

42.12 

Retro Fit Kits 

809 

Smoke-N-Sound of Steam 



(September Delivery) (New Item) 

10.27 

810 

MG 81 Motor w/Gear Box 



(September Delivery) (New Item) 

15.12 


OIIIPMPMT *- TOLL FREE_\ 


RTR DIESEL LOCOS 


401 

Plymouth Diesel 

9.72 

402 

F-7 Diesel 

1 1.88 

406 

GP-20 Diesel 

12.96 

407 

Davenport Diesel 
(April Del.) (New Item) 

9.72 

712 

RTR Vanderbilt Tender 

5.40 

713 

RTR Long Haul Tender 
(Undec. Only) 

5.40 

MANTUA 

VINTAGE CARS RTR 

717 

1860 Passenger Car 

$2.71 

718 

1860 Combine Car 

2.71 

719 

1890 Passenger Car 

2.71 

720 

1890 Combine Car 

2.71 

721 

1860 Box Car 

2.71 

722 

1860 Horse Car 

2.71 

723 

1860 Water Car 

2.71 

724 

1860 Log Car 

2.71 

725 

Old Time Caboose 

2.71 

714 

Spirit of America Passenger Cat 

2.71 

715 Spirit of America Combine Car 

2.71 

All of the above items are NEW. 

April Delivery. 

OLD TIME CAR KITS 

801 

1860 Passenger Car 

2.16 

802 

1860 Combine Car 

2.16 

803 

1890 Passenger Car 

2.16 

804 

1890 Combine Car 

2.16 

805 

1860 Box Car 

2.16 

806 

1860 Horse Car 

2.16 

807 

1860 Water Car 

2.16 

808 

1860 Platform Car 

2.16 

MANTUA 

Streamlined Aluminum 

Passenger Car Kits (Undecorated) 

201 

Baggage 

9.18 

202 

Combine 

9.18 

203 

Coach 

9.18 

204 

Diner 

9.18 

205 

Room Car 

9.18 

206 

Observation 

9.72 

Streamlined Aluminum 

Passenger Cars RTR (Decorated) 

221 

Baggage Car 

11.35 

222 

Combine Car 

11.35 

223 

Coach Car 

11.35 

224 

Diner Car 

11.35 

225 

Room Car 

11.35 

226 

Observation Car 

13.51 

MANTUA “TRAIN PAK” 

No track nor power pack 

5000 

Dixie Belle Passenger Train D&RGW 
Dixie Belle 4-60 w/1-1890 

Comb, and 3 1890 Pass. 38.90 

5001 

Same as above Penna. 


5002 

Same as above Milw. 

$38.90 

5003 

Rodgers Passenger Train 

Spirit of America, 3 1890 Pass. 

38.90 

5004 

Same as above AT&SF 

$38.90 

5005 

Mogul Passenger Train 

Mogul 2-6-0 w/1 1890 Comb, i 
3-1890 Passenger Cars 

& B&O 
$37.80 ' 


AHM 

5012 

Powered GP 18 

$7.35 

5015 

Powered Alco C-424 

8.00 

5016 

Powered SW-1 w/Brakeman 

9.35 

5024 

Powered FM-A 

6.70 

5074 

0-4-0 Shifter 

14.70 

(Road names on the above, our choice) 

5087 

Heavy Pacific 4-6-2 (Deluxe) 

(Erie, B&O) 

66.69 

6301 

Heavy Weight Pullman (Deluxe) 

(B & O, PRR, UP, Southern) 

16.00 

6302 

Heavy Weight Observation 

(Deluxe) (B&O Southern) 

16.00 

6303 

Heavy Weight Comb. (Deluxe) 

(B&O) 

16.00 

6304 

Heavy Weight Diner (Deluxe) 

(B&O) 

16.00 

6305 

Heavy Weight Coach (Deluxe) 

(UP, B&O, PRR) 

16.00 

50124 

GP-18 Dummy 

1.13 

50144 

SW-1 Dummy (1C) 

1.13 


50244 FM-A 


50404 BL-2 Dummy 


51314 Alco RS-2 Dummy 


WORKING ON THE RAILROAD 


(IN STOCK) 

5014-01 SW-1 Switcher 

$9.99 

5040-01 BL-2 Diesel 

6.99 

5153-G GE 35 Ton Diesel 

6.99 

80-81 SD-40 w/Free Caboose 

19.79 

50245-05 FM Diesel w/Dummy 

11.79 

5301-01 Brill Trolley 

8.99 

81-36 Frt. Car Asst. 

1.79 

5650 Lighted Oper. Xing Gate 

6.99 

5737 Interlocking Tower 

3.99 

5739 Lastop Funeral Home 

5.99 

5821 Signal Tower 

2.99 

5834 Roominq House 

4.99 

5836 Water Tower 

2.99 

5838 Church 

4.99 

5839 Machine Shop 

2.99 

5885 Aunt Millie’s House 

4.59 

STARTER ASSORTMENT 

(The items listed below 


will be available in September) 

5011-01 Center Cab Diesel 

$8.60 

16111 SW-1 w/Free Caboose (ATSF) 

10.90 

16112 SW-1 w/Free Caboose (Southem)10.90 

16602 FM w/Dummy (ATSF) 

12.04 

16251 GP-18 w/Free Caboose (Chessie) 10.90 

16252 GP-18 w/Free Caboose (ATSF) 

10.90 

16701 FP-45 w/Dummy (Amtrack) 

17.20 

16703 FP-45 w/Dummy (UP) 

17.20 

16952 Brill Trolley w/Dummy United 

10.35 

15300 Snap Eze Building 

1.75 

11013 Operating Mighty Mover Crane 

7.49 

PEMCO HO 


3200 0-4-0 Tank 

9.82 

3201 Moqul 2-6-0 

25.25 

3202 Mountain 4-8-2 

42.09 

3304 GG-1 Red or Green 

25.25 

3300 F-9 Diesel 

9.76 

3301 F-40 PH Diesel 

12.35 

3302 Alco 430 Diesel 

13.10 

3303 SD-35 Diesel 

16.06 

PEMCO OPERATING ACCESSORIES 

3802 Crossinq Gate 

$4.83 

3803 Revolvinq Beacon 

6.00 

3804 Conveyor 

4.83 

3805 Gantry Crane 

6.00 

3550 Crane car w/boom tender 

6.00 

3551 Coal Dump 

6.00 

3552 Log Dump 

6.00 


Includes: Disassembly, Priming, Painting, Decalling and Reassembly. 


CUSTOM PAINTING 

BASIC CHARGE HO $35.00 O $ 50 00 Multi-colored and complicated paint schemes additional charge. 

WRITE FOR RATES Deliveries 1 month minimum — 3 months maximum time 





















































































































































































-CUSTOM BUILT- 

U25B. SW-10 
by C. McCombs 

MP-15AC, GP-15-1, GP-50 
by M. Bishop 

TRACK ONE 

Box 253 Lafayette, IN 47902 
-317-447-4705_ 


Model Railroad Supplies 
HO CATALOG AVAILABLE 

Send $4.00 for Catalog 




NEW IN H.O.i 

SUPERIOR 
5 PANEL DOOR 

FD6301) 6' x 8'3* 2 ea./$2.50 

COMING SOON! 

6' x 8'3*/6 PANEL 
8' x 9'10'/6 PANEL 
10' x 9'1 0'/6 PANEL 

ALSO AVAILABLE : 
FC6211) BRAKE PLATFORM 
(PHOTOMILLED) 4 ea./$2.50 
FC6213) HANDLES, LATCHES, 
& TACK BOARDS 
ASSORTMENT/S 1.25 


JS&Sfe 


with a wire centering spring. The latter de¬ 
vice is rendered somewhat ineffective by the 
considerable lateral play in the tr ailin g truck; 
small shim washers, added between the trail¬ 
ing truck sideframes and wheels, would im¬ 
prove the effectiveness of this spring and the 
tracking characteristics of the model. 

The gearbox rides the intermediate (third) 
driving axle on circular bearings which I 
found to be a little sloppy on my L-2a; the 
result is a slight gearbox snarl in the slowest 
speed ranges. Nevertheless, the engine is a 
fine performer, and it wheels 25 freight cars 
along my Hudson Division with quiet au¬ 
thority. A lead weight comes already in¬ 
stalled in the front of the boiler assembly, and 
there is room for more weight without loss of 
balance. 

For those modelers who want to add elec¬ 
tronic sound, the main (second) driving axle 
is provided with a four-point cam, and 
speaker ports are provided on the bottom of 
the tender. The L-2’s I remember had a very 
crisp, staccato exhaust which, when an en¬ 
gine was running fast and square, somehow 
reminded me of a machine gun. It certainly 
would be nice to hear that sound again! 

This is not likely, because except for L-2d 
2933, which went in 1962 to the St. Louis 
Museum of Transport, all of the L-2’s were 
put to the torch by the close of the fifties. 
They run on only in the minds of those who 
knew them and, now thanks to Key Imports, 
in the form of some exceptionally accurate 
and beautiful models— richard l. stoving. 

Philips water plug: 0n2 

Mfd. by Scale Railway Equipment Co., 2010 
Elkins Drive, St. Louis, MO 63136. 

Scale Railway Equipment Company's cata¬ 
log lists this kit as 01-601, O scale water 
plug/Phillips/SR&RL, although the instruc¬ 
tion sheet defines this as an On2 kit. The kit 
comes nicely packaged in a plastic case con¬ 
taining two clear plastic bags of precut wood, 
a sprue of clean brass castings, precut wood 
blocks, and a detailed instruction sheet. 

The castings are well detailed and include 
upper and lower spout piping with cast-on 
flanges, valve wheel, ladder, and brass rod. 
All of the wood parts are of good quality, con¬ 
sisting of scribed siding, planks, door, angled 
corner trim, foundation and spacer blocks. 
The instruction sheet has a listing of the 
parts, a photo of the assembled model, and 
an exploded-type assembly drawing with all 
parts labeled, and assembly instructions in 
nine steps that are clearly written and easy 
to follow. 



ON THE FENCE? — to buy or not to buy one of 
our remaining Jawn Henrys? Now, co-operating 
Alco dealers have joined with us to help you off of 
that fence. Write to us for details before they’re 
all gone. 

Send large SSAE to: 

JAWN HENRY DEAL P.O. BOX 211 
PORT JEFFERSON N.Y. 11777 


MARCH 1982 

















































Before constructing the kit, which can 
done in one evening, certain basic tools 
needed: drill bits Nos. 31, 45, 53 and 72; a pin 
vise for use with the smaller drills (but 
small electric drill would be handy when u 
ing the No. 53 to make the deeper hole in the 
lower spout pipe); a razor saw to remove the 
castings from the sprue; small flat file, 
Elmer's Glue-All, and paints. I gave an un¬ 
dercoating to all the metaLcastings with Flo- 
quil RR14 Metal Conditioner before painting 
them. Painting of the model is left to the 
modeler, although medium gray is suggested 
for the foundation. 

Assembly begins with drilling both spacer 
blocks to accommodate the lower spout pipe, 
followed by gluing the sides to them to form 
a small box-like structure. The door is added 
in closed position with a small piece of rod 
cut to make a latch. Door hinges, not pro¬ 
vided, such as Grandt Line, would help to en¬ 
hance the detail. The floor planks are added 
next, and these should be placed evenly all 
around as they will overlap the structure 
sides slightly. I found it easier to line up the 
planks evenly and place a piece of masking 
tape across them, add glue, then cement 
them onto the top spacer as a unit, checking 
the overhang on all sides before removing the 
tape. Before adding the planks, I distressed 
them a little by scraping the edge of a fine 
saw blade across the top of the wood that 
would be visible. The base foundation block 
is added, prepainting the edges with Floquil 
Concrete paint, and glueing it to the bottom 
making sure the alignment is correct. The 
castings are then separated from the sprue 
and filed evenly at the cuts. The lower spout 
pipe will go down through the floor intc ' 
lower block hole drilled for it, so be sui 
allow the proper length on the casting before 
cutting it. The hole to be drilled in the top of 
the lower spout pipe flange can be made deep 
enough to receive the upper spout pipe end to 
make it movable, or, it can be cemented in 



5 CHIME ALUMINUM 
STEAM WHISTLE 


At your Hobby Shop or Rail Museum . . . or order Direct. 


Buy Direct from West Germany at Great Savings: 


Arnold Rapido, Bemo, Brawa, Conrad, Eko, 
Faller, Fleischmann, Herpa, Humbrol, 

Kibri, LGB, Liliput, Marklin, 

Minicraft, Muller, NZG, 

Panier, Pola, Preiser, 

Rivarossi, Roco, Seuthe, 

Trix, Minitrix, Vollmer, 

Wiking. 

Send $2.00 for 
Complete Information 




Decisions, 
Decisions, 
Decisions. 

"rake one look thru the pages of this magazine and you’ll 
be amazed at all the NEW products offered for your 
layout. Rolling stock, track, signals, locos, figures and just 
about every kind of structure you can imagine, all yours 
for the choosing. However, not all of the new products 
are ON your hobby shop SHELVES; many aren't ready 
for shipment yet. 

Now YOU can find out exactly what is available and what 
isn't by checking out a copy of this months craft train 
NEWS. Each issue is crammed full of the latest informa¬ 
tion provided by over 250 makers of model railroad 
products. The AR DELIVERY Schedule tells you when your 
local shop can actually obtain the items you want and 
need. When new products arrive at our warehouse you'll 
see them listed in the new arrivals section of craft 
TRAIN NEWS. 

CRAFT TRAIN NEWS is published, each and every month, 
by walthers, just for model railroaders, throughout the 
world. Like we said, Get a copy of this months issue, and 
find out "what’s what.” Your Hobby Shop can get copies 
from WALTHERS, for you. 

Available only from participating retailers - not availa¬ 
ble on subscription. 


WALTHERS 


© Wm. K. walthers Inc. 1981 


5601 W. Florist Ave. Milwaukee, Wl 53218 
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BRASS BRASS BRASS BRASS 

BRASS 

BRASS BRASS BRASS BRASS 


N.K.P. 

Key 

N.K.P. 

N.K.P. 

N.K.P. 


Westside PRR Q-2 4-4-6-4 c/p 
PFM PRR K-4 4-6-2 c/p 
Hallmark WAB 0-1 4-8-4 c/p 
WAB J-1 4-6-2 
N&W K-2 4-8-2 
GTW U-4-b 4-8-4 
CNW E-4 4-6-4 f/p 
Ml LW F-7 4-6-4 f/p 
iv J Oust CNW H 4-8-4 
Overland CNW J-A 2-8-2 c/p we 
Overland CNW J-A 2-8-2 c/p 
PFM GN H-5 4-6-2 c/p 

Key Timken "1111" 4-8-4 

Key NP A-1 4-8-4 c/p 
Overland UP P-13 4-6-2 
Alco SP MT-2 4-8-2 
Westside SP 4-10-2 c/p 

ATSF ”3400" 4-6-2 


Key 


$400.00 
400.00 
350.00 
165.00 
300.00 
300.00 
300.00. 
375.00 
300.00 
225.00 
225.00 
350.00 
250.00 
310.00 
190.00 
270.00 
375.00 

- - - 190.00 

ATSF "3450" 4-6-4 c/p 250.00 


Sunset ATSF "3700" 4-8-2 200.00 

Hallmark ATSF "5000" 2-10-4 c/p 335.00 
Westside B8<0 T-3a 4-8-2 c/p 250.00 

N.K.P. NKP 1-a 4-6-4 295.00 

N.K.P. D8iH K-62 4-8-4 200.00 

NJ Brass Ml LW EP-2 elec 250.00 

Pac Tract CB81Q Pioneer ZeDhvr 335.00 

N.K.P. RI Rocket w/TA Dsl f/p 395.00 
PFM Uni PRR K-5 4-6-2 190.00 

Alco ERIE R-1 2-10-2 160.00 

Fuji-Crown NP Z-5 2-8-8 4 c/p 765.00 
Balboa SP GS-2 4-8-4 c/p 375.00 

AHM UP M-10,000 City of 

Salina f/p 650.00 

Cust Brass NYC 0-10-0 149.95 

Key UP "3900" 4-6-6-4 475.00 

Overland UP CA-3 Caboose 78.00 

Overland UP CA-4 Caboose 78.00 

Overland UP CA-13 Cab. w/roof wlk 80.00 

Overland UP DC-3 Detector 300.00 

TenshodoCP 4-6-4 Royal Hudson 745.00 
Sunset UP 4-12-2 "9000" O sc 1195.00 
BIG BOYS 

Westside UP 4-8-8-4 Oscale 2595.00 

PFM UP 4-8-8-4 HO c/p 865.95 

ConCor UP 4-8-8-4 N f/p 189.98 

OR CHOOSE FROM THE 
MIDWEST'S LARGEST STOCK OF 
RELIABLE MODEL RAILROAD 

EQUIPMENT_INCLUDING 

Athearn, Atlas, and Model Power 
1000 O, HO, N locos 
3000 Decorated HO car kits 
1000 Undecorated HO car kits 
HOBBYTOWN in stock 
KADEE N CARS - $4.15 & up 
Parts -—Detail parts—Decals 

PLUS ALL OF THE OTHER GOOD¬ 
IES YOU HAVE SEEN IN OUR ADS 
AND MUCH MORE. 

ALL MODELS SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE 

WE DO NOT HAVE A CATALOG. We 
ask that you call us or send us your 
want list with SASE. We will advise 
you of the price, availability, and ship¬ 
ping charges. International shipments 
made only to countries accepting insur¬ 
ed mail. We have no minimum order. 
Personal check orders are held 4 weeks 
VISA and MASTERCARD accepted. 
Sorry, no collect calls can be accepted, 
but feel free to call with any railroad 
related problems, model or prototype. 
HOURS: M, T, Til 12 noon to 8 P M. 

W & F 12 noon to 5 P.M. 

SAT 10 A M. to 5 P.M. 

. HAWKINS ^. C b O o L x U 8 M 80 IASTREET 

I RAIL LAFAYETTE IN 47902 

SERVICES PHONE: 317-742-5577 


place. The valve wheel is glued to the brass 
rod and installed through the floor as noted, 
and the ladder is placed in position to com¬ 
plete the model. Painting is done during as¬ 
sembly. I used Floquil Maple stain for the 
structure and Concrete for the edges of the 
foundation. The piping was done with rust 
and a Grimy Black wash, which was also ap¬ 
plied to parts of the wood structure. Of 
course, the structure can be painted to what¬ 
ever colors the modeler desires. When placed 
on the layout, some extra details can be 
added, such as figures, tools, barrels, small 
posters, etc. 

The Phillips Water Plug kit can be an at¬ 
tractive addition to the model layout. All of 
the parts are of top quality materials and fit 
together according to the instructions. The 
'It" scale model can be used on standard O 
scale layouts by simply making the base 
higher. An excellent kit, priced at $8.95— 
JULIAN CAVALIER. 

Chemical company: HO scale 

Mfd. by Sequoia Scale Models, 2470B Glas- 
sell St., Orange, CA 92665. 

This structure is based on a model by Bob 
Hayden that appeared in RMC in 1970. It is 1 
a neat, nondescript, building that can be put 
to an endless variety of uses. The kit is made 
up of die-cut lumber and stripwood by Happ¬ 
ier, Grandt Line windows, a cast polymer 
base by McLeod, two neat pre-fabricated 
wooden pallets and 43 nice white metal cast¬ 
ings (including stair risers, overhead crane 
track and pulleys, tank fill pipe, a water 
supply/meter/valve, freight doors, office 
doors, hand cart, electric meter, lampshades, 
switch plate, junction boxes, five-gallon cans, 
one-gallon cans, drums, trash can, and a 
large and a small crate). 

The instructions are first rate and consist 
of 16 pages of written instructions covering 
assembly, coloring and finishing, a page of 
photos of the finished model and two pages 
of assembly and elevation drawings. 

I began assembly by cleaning up the cast¬ 
ings (this took five minutes) and then wash¬ 
ing them and the Grandt Line castings in de¬ 
natured alcohol; I then sprayed on a coat of 
Floquil Foundation to act as a base for fur¬ 
ther coloring and set everything aside to dry. 
After the castings had dried for a week, I col¬ 
ored them with washes of color, pretty much 
following the instructions. I varied the color¬ 
ing as I felt necessary, especially on the hand¬ 


cart. This is far too fine a little gem to paint 
with just one color. First I painted it with 
Floquil Driftwood, let it dry and then added a 
thin wash of black to represent aged wood. 
Then I picked out the iron work with dark¬ 
ened rust and finished up by picking out the 
wear areas with Pactra steel. 

The building assembled easily following 
the instructions. I did have to do some cut¬ 
ting and fitting around the roof peak to get 
the cupola to fit. Also, if I were to build an¬ 
other kit, I would add some Vie" square cor¬ 
ner posts (and save the Kappler lumber trim 
for other projects). All door and window 
openings were exactly to size and required no 

I plan to use the structure as an office/seed 
supply building in conjunction with a grain 
elevator, so I left off the roof water tank. I 
also felt that the cast freight door, at six feet 
high and ten feet wide, was out of proportion, 
so I made up a new loading door out of 
scribed sheetwood measuring 8X8 feet. The 
other door will end up on a factory some¬ 
where as a ten foot high loading door. 

I also wanted a door opposite trackside for 
customer service and made up another 8X8 
foot door. At the same time, I made up a 
loading dock for that side. I left off the small 
lean-to boiler house and substituted a chim¬ 
ney out of the parts box. The lean-to will end 
up as part of a farm scene. 

The cast polmer base goes together easily, 
and, when glued together, can be easily 
carved to hide all joints. When assembly was 
completed, I painted the building a faded 
boxcar red with tuscan trim. The polymer 
base was painted with washes of dirty thin¬ 
ner. The roof received several washes of 
Grimy Black and a final overspray of Floquil 

This is a nice kit that can be put to any 
number of uses. It sells for $29.95—JOHN 
SWANSON. 

Track cleaner: all scales 

Sold by Craftsman Specialty Supply, 6608 
Forty Mile Point, Roger City, MI 49779. 

If you asked a number of model railroaders 
what their biggest electrical problem was, 
about nine out of ten would reply that it is 
the wheel and rail electrical contact. Dust 
and dirt get on the rails and collect on wheels 
as a black material that must be cleaned off 
periodically. Another problem found with 










The Moreau Know About Model Railroading 
The More You’ll Appreciate WALTHERS Catalog. 



Remember just a short time ago, when all you needed to 
know about model railroading was provided by the features 
and articles in our hobby’s fine monthly magazines? 

Well, that just isn’t enough anymore. You need to know what 
products are available, and what they will ‘set you back’. You 
need to know the size of a structure, what a kit consists of, 
and what new tools can be added to your workbench. You 
need to know a lot, quickly and accurately; so you can plan 
ahead and budget your leisure time and money. 

You need a publication that can provide all that information in 
one reliable, complete volume. We feel Walthers HO Cata¬ 
log does the job. This is our 50th year, and we’re a bit proud 
of that. Think of it, fifty years of providing accurate informa¬ 
tion to model railroaders and the hobby shops that serve 
them. After that much time, we’re used to doing a top notch 
job. After a few more years in the hobby you’ll appreciate 
what we try to do for you even more. 


Grab a copy of this Collectors Edition at your 
nearest hobby shop, Today. Or complete the cou¬ 
pon so you can enjoy even more, the world’s most 
intriguing hobby ... Model Railroading. 


Order from your Dealer, or mail coupon (or facsimile) 

WALTHERS 

5601 W. Florist Ave. Milwaukee, Wl 53218 

Enclosed is my check for $8.95 

Send me Walthers 1982 HO Catalog #913-634 


address. 
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FLO-STAIN WOOD STAINS 

These easy-to-use permanent pigmented wood stains are 
the answer to all wood staining needs. Nine fast drying 
natural wood colors in economical 1 02. bottles. 

5125 Cherry 

5126 Walnut 

5127 Mahogany 

5128 Teak 


5120 Driftwood 

5121 Rosewood 

5122 Natural Pine 

5123 Oak 

5124 Maple 
Perfect for all hobby & craft use: 

• Miniature Furniture • Scenery • Ships • Buildings 


G 


Floquil-Polly S Color Corp. 

Route 30 North 
Amsterdam, New York 12010 



McKean 




scale model railroad kits 


Gimme a brake! 

Super-detail your contemporary cars with the same highly accurate 
brake set and brake wheel that’s in our hopper kit. At 3 sets for 75$, 
how can you afford not to? 


McKean • 2111 Tamarac • Sioux Falls, S.D. 57103 



WATER TREATMENT PLANT 


Our newest HO release, kit #440, the Water Treatment Plant is copied from 
prototype structure that still stands near the Santa Fe mainline in Placentia, 
California. 

The Water Treatment Plant measures only 5" x 7" (tanks included). Yet in that small 
space is a wealth of unique components, such as angled walls made of our 
precision milled lapped siding, hip roofs covered with our own shingle material, and 
of course our high quality plastic door and window eastings. Also cast in plastic 
the water tanks, hatches and vents which are used in this kit. 

The highly interesting and unique design of the Water Treatment Plant will mak 
one of the highlights of any layout, so see it today along with our complete line of 
high quality structures, bridges and accessories at your local hobby shop today. 



brass rail and wheels is oxides. When brass 
oxidizes, it forms a non-conductive layer. 
This layer must be cleaned off for electricity 
to flow. (This is not a problem with nickel- 
silver rail.) Cleaning means either using a 
“Bright Boy" block on rails, or something 
like the Kadee wheel cleaner on wheels. 
Chemicals like NO-OX can help to stop the 
oxidization. 

I was sent two one oz. bottles of NO-OX to 
review. The first test was to put a few drops 
of the liquid on a white business card. Within 
a day or two there was no sign of any oil-like 
stains on the card. 

A few drops of NO-OX was then put on the 
rails of my main yard tracks. Then one of my 
switchers ran around the yards to spread the 
fluid. My layout has no brass rail; it is all 
nickel-silver. The brass wheels on the 
switcher has stayed nice and clean since this 
application of NO-OX. Other types of wheels 
have also stayed clean. The most impressive 
thing is that the electrical contact between 
the switchers wheels and rails has been very 
much improved. Stalling because of wheel 
and rail contact problems is almost gone. 

At a swap session I picked up a used, but 
nicely detailed Athearn GE U33-C painted 
for SR It’s previous owner told me that it did 
not run too great. When I finally got around 
to putting it on the rail it would not run. I 
gave it a push and the sparks flew from the 
wheels; then it came to life and the engine 
leaped forward. Would the NO-OX do any 
good? A little on the rails, a few passes over 
the spot where it was applied, and the spark¬ 
ing stopped. Not only did the sparking stop, 
but the engine would creep without stalling 
after a little running. 

Bill was a new man in our department at 
work. I drove Bill over to show him where the 
purchasing department was located. While in 
my car, he spotted a copy of RMC on the 
seat. “Are you a model railroader?” he asked. 
It turned out that Bill was just getting 
started in the hobby and was building his 
first layout. A few days later, Bill walked into 
my office and asked me if I knew of a good 
way to clean tracks. Seems he was having 
trouble with wheel and rail contact. It 
sounded like the lead-in for a TV commercial. 
I gave a bottle of NO-OX to Bill and told him 
to put a few drops on the rails and see if it 
helped. A few days later he came back in and 
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AT LAST — 

Paul Mallcry’s 

DESIGN HANDBOOK 
of MODEL RAILROADS 

"Building or thinking about your own model railroad? 

THIS IS THE BOOK YOU NEED 


Design Handbook for Model Railroads contains: 

• fundamentals of C 

• Concept of Railroad 

• Benchwork 

• Basic Scenery 

• Electrical & Control Factors 

• Trackwork 

• Preliminary Design 

• Design of Small Layouts 

• Final Design 

• Passenger Facilities 

• Freight Facilities 

• Shops and Terminals 

• Junctions and Division Points 

• Traction and Special Railways 
;h More 


• Much N 


Please use this coupon to order. 

Carstens Publications, Inc 

P.O. Box 700, Dept. 4619 
Newton, New Jersey 07860 

Please send me. Design Handbook for Model Railroads 
by Paul Mallery @ $5.00 each. 

Quantity_ 
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culty working with them. The model also rep¬ 
resents a needed addition to the market, 
since many modelers like the atmosphere of 
the 1920’s. That’s the good news. Now the 
bad. The instructions leave an awful lot to be 
desired. Not written in step-by-step fashion, 
they leave the modeler pretty much on his 
own to figure out how things go together. I 
wrote the manufacturer — he was very help¬ 
ful and indicated better instructions would 
be available for future releases. 

Creating detailed instructions is a problem 
when you are dealing with a very limited run 
of kits. To help you put the kit together, I 
have a few suggestions that apply to almost 
any kit where the instructions are limited. 
Look for pictures or overall drawings, rather 
than the detail sketches. Look for parts of 
the model that go together at an angle or 
seem to be especially complex. In this model, 
the fenders are cocked at an angle. The rear 
deck platform must be attached first, then 
the fenders added so they meet correctly at 
the bottom. If small parts don't seem to fit 
right or hold together, try drilling small holes 
in each piece and using a wire pin to hold 
them. All the wheels and many of the smaller 
pieces of the tractor must be pinned on. I 
used epoxy for several metal to plastic joints 
only to have them let go. Cyanoacrylate 
worked well. The radiator and motor are to 
be connected with pieces of wire to represent 
pipes. I found the wire supplied with the kit 
too hard to bend and substituted soft solder. 
Don't be afraid to make substitutions if you 
feel more comfortable with a different mate- 

No history of the prototype was provided, 
nor was there any indication of a paint 
scheme. I resisted the temptation to paint it 
a modern John Deere Green and simply used 
Grimy Black for the body and orange for the 
wheels. A weathering wash of black shoe dye 
in alcohol and a dusting with brown chalk 
completed the model. 

The components of this kit are very good 
and model fills the need for a period tractor. I 
feel the manufacturer should have spent 
more time with instructions and information 
for the modeler. With some experience at kit 
building you should, however, be able to over¬ 
come the problem and build a fine model. It 
retails for $19.00— wayne wesolowski. 

Plaster vehicles: HO scale 

Mfd. by Pro Custom Hobbies, 742 Frederick 
Road, Catonsville, Maryland 21228. 

The ad reads, “These nifty fifties autos are 
not foreground models, but they set the 


scene nicely and at a low cost. They all need 
some work to finish off a scene, but you'll 
love ’em!’ ” — and that about sums it up. 
They are definitely not foreground models, 
but provide an excellent way to fill in a fifties 
(or later) background scene. Vehicles of this 
era have been very limited until recently, so 
these fill a definite need. Actually, this line 
was originally produced quite a number of 
years ago, but has been virtually unavailable 
until reintroduced just recently by Pro Cus¬ 
tom Hobbies. 

Most of them need a fair amount of touch- 
up work with a small medium-tooth file, espe¬ 
cially around the wheels and some of the roof 
contours. Finish off with fine aluminum ox¬ 
ide (open-coat) sandpaper. I found that Flo- 
quil Polly-S Wood Primer-Sealer provided the 
best base coat to seal the plaster and fill in 
the minor surface imperfections. Since these 
are not railroad models, it is not necessary to 
use railroad paints — in fact more appropri¬ 
ate colors may be found in general-purpose 
model paints (Testor’s etc.). Vehicles of this 
period were emerging from the generally 
drab prewar color schemes into more vivid 
ones — bright red, yellow, blue, etc., al¬ 
though the earlier ones (black, light gray, 
dark blue, cream, etc.) were still common. A 
few two-tone schemes (red or black with 
white roof, for example) were making their 
apperance. 

After the basic body color is dry, paint the 
windows with a medium-gloss black and the 
chrome with a gloss silver (Testors or Hobsco 


Aluminum). I used white for the headlights, a 
medium-dark red (Testors No. 1104) for the 
tail lights and Grimy Black for the tires. 
Most vehicles of this period had plain chrome 
hubcabs, not full wheel covers. Some of the 
specialty items — REA truck, ambulance, 
taxi, fire truck, panel trucks, etc. — provide 
an opportunity for more involved finishing 
work, including decal lettering and striping. 

The cars all have wheels cast with the 
body; the bus and some of the trucks come 
without wheels. The plastic ones available 
from Lee Town Models or the metal ones 
from Ulrich (Walthers) will work just fine. 

A few nitpicks — the '48 Dodge is actually 
a DeSoto; the REA truck is an International, 
not a Chevy, and the item identified as a '49 
Olds bears no relationship to much of any¬ 
thing produced by GM, but can still be used. 
My own favorites are the '48 Chrysler con¬ 
vertible and the '50 Mercury station wagon 
(both with two-tone wood sides), the '48 
Buick ambulance, and the GMC city bus (the 
latter at V20 the price of the cast metal ver- 

These models have their flaws, but serve 
their purpose well, especially for the price 
(99<t each, 15 for $12.99 or all 27 for $21.00) 
— and where else can you find a 1948 
Tucker!—DAVE MESSER. 

interlocking tower: HO scale 

Mfd. by Campell Scale Models, P.O. Box 121, 
Tustin, CA 92680. 

Kiowa Tower is nearly the same structure 
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offered in Campbell’s previous release of Ki¬ 
owa Jet., which was reviewed in the July, 
1980, issue of RMC. Both kits represent a 
Santa Fe prototype erected in the early twen¬ 
tieth century. 

Assembly of the Kiowa Tower is completed 
in the same manner as employed to assemble 
Kiowa Jet. The wooden walls are built up 
from two different siding materials and strip- 
wood to form the four sides. To this are 
added plastic detail parts and a cardboard 
roof and floors. An outside stairway, con¬ 
structed from stripwood and plastic risers, 
completes the project. 

Also a part of the kit are wooden and card¬ 
board materials to allow the modeler to detail 
the second floor interior. Plastic railing cast¬ 
ings provide material to add a railing to the 
office area of the interior. Other details in¬ 
clude: a desk; schematic diagrams pre¬ 
printed on cardstock; battery box and 
shelves; interlocking levers (pins); and others. 
Material to contract a semaphore signal is 
also offered as an added detail. 

The direction sheet includes the usual para¬ 
graphs of text (two full pages, broken into 18 
easy to follow steps); elevation and exploded 
view drawings, including interior detail; and 
template drawings for nearly everything. 

I noted an error in the placement of the wa¬ 
ter table (part A24) on the south wall of the 



In 1932 Bill Walthers began shipping 
products to modelers who enjoyed 
the budding "model train" hobby. 
Today, in 1982, we're still at it 
and enjoying a 50th Anniversary 
to boot. 

We have designed two special HO 
Scale kits that will enable you 
to "join the celebration" right 
on your own layout! Our ULRICH 
Division provides a Tractor/Trailer 
<931-519 $11.95), and SILVER STREAK 
has a box car available (929-297 
$12.95, less trucks/couplers), both 
specially lettered in commemoration 


WALTHERS 


of the event. Either way you ship, 
rail or road, your miniature folks 
can enjoy our 50th Anniversary too! 

The scenery you can have "immediately"; 
INSTANT HORIZONS •» Background 
Scenes, and the super-realistic 
trees called GNARLED OAKS (both 
pictured above), as well as a special 
commemorative belt buckle and patch 
are listed in the WALTHERS 50th 
Anniversary HO Catalog (913-634 
$8.95). 

Ask your local Hobby Shop to get 
these wonderful products for you, 
only from WALTHERS. 


5601 W Florist Ave. Dept. G Milwaukee, WI 53218 
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IT LOOKS FAMILIAR? If it is in western New England, adds to the operation 
of the railroad or to its authentic setting, it just may show up on the NEB&W, 
the Troy, N.Y., club that exhibits an outstanding ability to use the prototype 
for its scenery. 

BOXCAR UPGRADING: You can do one or all of the steps to make your roll¬ 
ing stock look better than plain out-of-the-box kits. 

MODELING THE MINES is the next study section in the Hard Coal series 
JIM FINDLEY shows how to build three different tunnel portals 
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SCALE MODEL RAILROADING is a fantastic hobby unlike anv 

small railroad; prefer steam, diesel or trolley; date it 1877 or 
1977; model or collect; RAILROAD MODEL CRAFTSMAN has 
been catering to your hobby since 1933. RMC is the magazine 
that blends prototype and model railroading to make the 
hobby understandable and the kind of absorbing fun you ex¬ 
pect. RMC's editors and contributors alike are all active hobby- 
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to better enjoy the magazine and the hobby itself. Each 
issue is packed with accurate and colorful material of all levels 
of difficulty for the beginner and veteran alike. 

SUBSCRIBE TODAY to RAILROAD MODEL CRAFTSMAN and enjoy the convenience 
of having RMC delivered to your home each month. Find out what model rail 
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exploded view drawing that threw me off for 
a moment. The part is illustrated at the bot¬ 
tom of the vertical siding, rather than at the 
top, directly below the second story win- 

The only construction phase of the model 
that approaches difficulty is the assembly of 
the outside stairway. Several small pieces of 
stripwood are involved—pieces that are diffi¬ 
cult to manipulate. A chew of tabaccy and 
several short assembly periods are helpful to¬ 
wards completion. 

I made one slight modification to the kit. 
The manufacturer calls for a 'hi" slice to be 
trimmed from the top of the second story 
walls. I recalled the difficulty that step 
caused on the Kiowa Jet. tower— just could 
not get the roof square to the walls. I elimi¬ 
nated the step with this model (The larger 
window opening requires that the bottom 
window framing on the cast windows not be 
trimmed.) in hopes of avoiding the above 
mentioned problem. It didn’t help. Oh well! 

Because the model contained interior de¬ 
tail, I chose to build the roof as a removable 
unit. This is easily done. Four lengths of 
bracing material glued to the roof underside 
allow the roof to be properly placed and help 
hold the roof tightly to the walls of the 
model. If the modeler desires a multi-color 
paint scheme, painting the model should be 
done before or during assembly. I prefer the 
latter, as the process helps break the monot¬ 
ony of everything in a given step before mov¬ 
ing on. My sample received Floquil Depot Ol¬ 
ive on the walls and Polly S Reefer Gray for 
the trim and shingles, which were glued 
down very tightly to more closely simulate 
asphalt shinges. 

Weathering was carried out in my usual 
manner of dusting on various earth and gray 
hues of pastel chalks. A dry brushing with 
Polly S Reefer Gray to the green portions of 
the walls before the chalk was applied helped 
bring out the texture of the clapboard siding. 
The chimney was painted first with plastic- 
compatible Polly S gray, and then dry 
brushed with Caboose Red. To this initial 
base was added a dusting of raw sienna pas¬ 
tel chalk to give the bricks the earthy red 
clay color used in my region. 

About a week of evenings was required to 
complete this model. Modficiations are easily 
accomplished and the inclusion of interior de¬ 
tails is an added bonus. This well-designed 
kit should fit a number of situations where an 
interlocking tower is required. It retails for 
$17.95—LES JORDAN, JR. 


Handcar: HO scale 

Mfd. by Model Die Casting, P.O. Box 926, 
Hawthorne, CA 90250. 

The handcar was an integral part of a sec¬ 
tion gang's tools until the advent of the mo¬ 
torized section car around 1900. Many of 
these handcars lasted surprisingly late into 
the 20th century. MDC’s handcar kit is com¬ 
prised of well done styrene moldings with 
very little flash. The kit is packaged in a poly 
envelope with an exploded assembly view, 
which is more than adequate for assembly. 
The assembly itself is an easy “do it while 
you’re watching the tube’’ job. The only 
thing that I did was to add a small piece of 
wire leading down from the pump handle to 
simulate the drive rod. 

Since this is a scenic rather than an operat¬ 
ing item, I would suggest substituting 
Grandt Line handcar wheels for those in the 
kit. The Grandt Line wheels are narrower 
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and would look much nicer. However, note 
that the MDC wheels have the pressed steel 
look down pat; so, the next kit I assemble, I 
will use the Grandt Line wheels on the hand- 
car and build up a push car or trailer with 
wide platform that will hide the thickness of 
the MDC wheels, while taking advantage of 
the looks of the pressed steel ends. 

The fun and final effectiveness of this kit it 
in the painting and finishing. After assembly, 
I cleaned the handcar in denatured alcohol, 
let it dry, sprayed on a coat of Floquil boxcar 
red and set it aside to dry. 

Then I washed the decking with Floquil 
driftwood, adding a little heavier coloring 
where the operators would stand. The wheels 
were painted with Floquil rust with a little 
gunmetal added to darken the rust color. The 
handles and wheel treads were picked out 
with Pactra's steel, and then I added a wash 
of black at the handle pivot and ovei 
decking. 

Finally, I hit the entire car with Floquil 
dust to tie everything together. Go very 
lightly with the overspray. This is a neat little 
detail item at a modest cost. It is part No. 
2976, selling for $1.00—JOHN SWANSON. 


product reviews in brief 

Superior Baking Company: 

N scale 

Con-Cor, 1025 Industrial Drive, Bensenville, 
IL 60106, has released kit No. 654, a pre¬ 
colored all-plastic N scale version of the famil¬ 
iar bakery-enginehouse-factory building. The 
illustrated instruction sheet has the part num¬ 
bers matching those on the plastic parts for 
easy assembly. Before final assembly of the 
major wall sections, add the decal lettering (in¬ 
cluded) to the various locations using the box 
top photo as a guide. A sheet of large, colored 
stick-on signs, unrelated to the baking com¬ 
pany, for use as posters comes with the kit, 
too. The printing on the decal in the kit I assem¬ 
bled was not set evenly, so I was unable to use 
the full decal. However, any missing or dam¬ 
aged parts can be replaced directly by the 
manufacturer, as noted in the instruction 
sheet. The overall appearance and detail of 
this kit is excellent. It also includes extra de¬ 
tails, mail boxes, ladders, street pole lamps, 
barrels, etc., that are a welcome companion to 
the brick structure. I used Testors clear liquid 
plastic cement to assemble the kit, which can 
be done in one evening. If the modeler wishes 
to paint any of the kit parts differently, he 
should do so before assembly. The back¬ 
ground areas for the decals should have a con¬ 
trasting color to help them stand out. The color 
box top photo gives a painting scheme that 
looks pleasing on this structure, j. cavalier es 
RAILROAD MODEL CRAFTSMAN 



and then some. 


Back in 1935 we produced our very first decals for Model 
Railroaders, now, in 1982, we're still at it, and we feel our 
latest decals are our very best. 

Our new DECAL CATALOG, released this month, con¬ 
tinues our 50th Anniversary Celebration in style. 192 
pages thick, the catalog lists the complete WALTHERS 
decal line. We've specially noted those that are nEW or 
REVISED, and we have listed the decals available from 
Accu-Cal, Vintage, Micro-Scale, Virnex, and C-Thru. 

But that's not all the catalog has in store for you. All 
the tools, paints, and related accessories you'll need are 
completely listed for your selection. There are Railroad 
Capsule histories throughout the catalog. They're useful 
and informative. Also included is a virtual library of 
books on just about every railroad imaginable. And a 
host of railroadiana to enhance your train room. 

Thumb through the pages of WALTHERS "50th AriMl- 
VERSARY DECAL CATALOG" at your nearest Hobby Shop. 
We think you'll agree that this book is the most complete 
source for decaling information, ever. Ask your shop to 
get you a copy today. If there's no shop near you, use 
this coupon: 


WALTHERS 5601 W. Florist Ave. Milwaukee, Wl 53218 

Enclosed is my check for$3.50 
Send me Walthers 50th Anniversary 
Decal Catalog #913-629 
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SEND FOR THE LATEST MARKLIN 
CATALOG WITH OVER 160 PAGES 
INCLUDING ALL THE LATEST ITEMS 
$3.50 POSTPAID. SEND SSAE FOR 
LIST OF MARKLIN SPECIALS 

30 Years As f Marklin Specialists 
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(516) 427-8288 
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In model building and kitbashing, a very 
small razor saw can be handy. I made my own 
to fit a standard hobby knife handle by grind¬ 
ing down a fine-toothed jigsaw blade. The 
same thing may be done to the blade from a 
razor saw. Simply snap off a piece of jigsaw 
blade, or cut the razor saw blade with a 
shear. The tip may be ground down to get 
into tight comers— dean foster. 

Cadmium warning 

The Fox Valley Division, MWR-NMRA, 
Semaphore recently carried a notice on the 
potential dangers of working with cad¬ 
mium-bearing silver solders. When heated, 
cadmium can produce an oxide which, when 
inhaled, can cause death or extreme sickness 
within hours. Use good ventilation if you 
must use such solders; when possible, choose 
other materials. 

Nallholes 

Among the structure-building fraternity, 
nailholes are the latest vogue in super¬ 
detailing. It’s one of those ultimate bits of 
detail no prizewinner should be without. 
Typically a pin is dipped in Floquil antique 
bronze or another appropriate rust color and 
then stabbed into the structure. 

Before you plunge into this tedium, I sug¬ 
gest you check with the real world. Most car¬ 
penters attach exterior sheathing with sid¬ 
ing nails which are countersunk and covered 
with putty. 

If you are building a typical country wood 
station, look at several to see what effect is 
prevalent. If you want to model a house, look 
at several houses to see if you can discern any 
nailholes, etc. Of course, if you are making a 
model of a particular prototype, your re¬ 
search can be limited to that particular 
example. I’m not saying you’ll never see 
nailholes—it’s just that you’ll probably see 
them a lot less than you might have been led 
to believe— JOHN nehrich. 

Styrene nipper 

While modifying a commercial freight car 
recently, I found an extremely convenient 
method for cutting and trimming styrene. 
Whereas I had previously used the tried and 
true method of scribing the plastic and then 
MARCH 1982 
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2000 Single Air Horn 
2010 Cab Sunshades 
2020 All-Weather Window 
2030 Rotary Beacon 
2040 Spark Arrestor 


2/51.50 

4/51.50 

2/51.50 

2/51.50 

2/51.50 


10045 Waterford Drive 
Ellicott City, MD 21043 


Crisply-molded details for your favorite diesel. 
Ours are styrene, easy-to-glue, easy-to-paint. 
Add $1.00 P&H. Md. Res. 5% tax. Dealers inquire. 

Available in Canada from C & S Scale Ind. Ltd., 
1135 Lonsdale, North Vancouver, B.C. V7M 2H4 



National Trust for 
Historic Preservation 

Preservation builds the nation 


There’s a lot 
worth saving 
in this country. 

Today more Americans 
who value the best of yester¬ 
day are working to extend the 
life of a special legacy. 

Saving and using old 
buildings, warehouses, depots, 
ships, urban waterfront areas, 
and even neighborhoods 
makes good sense. Preserva¬ 
tion saves valuable energy 
and materials. We can also 
appreciate the artistry of these 
quality structures. 

The National Trust for 
Historic Preservation is help¬ 
ing to keep our architectural 
heritage alive for us and for 
our children. 

Help preserve what’s 
worth saving in your com¬ 
munity. Contact the National 
Trust, P.O. Box 2800, 
Washington, D.C. 20013. 
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AT TERMINAL HOBBY SHOP 

5619W Florist Avenue Milwakee, Wisconsin 53218 
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TERMINAL HOBBY SHOP is located at 
the throat of a vast 'Classification 
Yard'. Freight consists arrive 
daily and must be sorted for easy 
breakdown to the LCL shipments you 
request. 

These freights carry the commerce 
of model railroading from foreign 
lands and hundreds of domestic 
manufacturers (over 300, in fact). 

Each LCL shipment is carefully packaged 
by our crew to assure the safe arrival 
of the contents. 

The current "HOTBOX" Newsletter 
is included with each shipment. 
You can enjoy a FREE subscription 
to the publication by simply sending 
us a supply of self-addressed #10 
envelopes with 37£ postage on each. 

Lets look out the Dispatcher's 
window and 'see' what's arrived 
at our 'Classification Yard', ready 
for you to order. 

WALTHERS has bales of Ponderosa 
Trees ready for your layout, regard¬ 
less of scale. Large, medium and 
small size tree kits are now in 
abundance. Select the size you 
need for ready shipment. 

933-984 3 large (16-l/2"h) $15.95 

933-985 4 medium (12"h) $15.95 

933-986 10 small (7"h) $15.95 

WALTHERS Manufactured Products 
and Price List is being made 
available to all customers of 
THS. We feel you'll be amazed 
at all the fine products they 
make in O, HO and N scale. 

913-760 WALTHERS Manufactured .50 
Product List w/prices 


#3001 

RIO GRANDE MODELS LTD has 

car loads of their excellent products 
on our HO/HOn3 tracks, ready for 
orders. These are excellent kits 
for the intermediate and advanced 
builders. 

All items are HO/Standard Gauge 
unless noted and include trucks, 
(AH&D=American Hoist <Sc Derrick). 

072-3013 AH&D "Ditcher” $41.95 

072-3014 AH&D "Ditcher-HOn3 $47.95 

072-3001 DRGW AirDmp Gon HOn3 $12.95 
072-3002 DRGW Flanger HOn3 $15.95 

072-3026 Coupler Car HO/HOn3 $11.95 

072-3023 Wheel Borer & Press $9.95 





KALMBACH PUBLISHING COMPANY 

has a carload of fine books and 
publications that will enable folks 
waiting at your station to begin 
their train journey even before 
the train arrives. A sampling . . . 

400-12053 Model Railroading $21.95 
with John Allen 

400-12047 How to Build Dioramas$8.95 
400-12041 How to Build Rail- $5.50 
road Benchwork 



VOLLMER is busy unloading skids 
of their New English Language 
113 page FULL COLOR Catalog for 
HO, N and Z scale modelers. A 
must for modelers who demand high 
quality buildings well within 
their budget._ 770-9981 $4.00 



PAASCHE has shipped carloads of 
their famous air brushes to our 
'Classification Yard' (they're a 
NEW line at THS). (All scales) 
542-819520 H-Set Air Brush & $49.90 
Accessories. (Includes Air 
Brush w/#l, #3 & #5 color tips, 
2-1 oz & 1-3 oz bottles, metal 
color cup, hanger, wrenches and 
1/8" x 72" air hose w/couplings) 

542-81 Air Brush w/#l color $25.50 
tip, 1-3 oz bottle, metal color 
cup, hanger and wrenches 

542-82 Air Brush w/#3 color $25.50 
tip, 1-3 oz bottle, metal color 
cup, hanger and wrenches 


#246 #255 

FALLER buildings that 'fit' into 
American scenes are available for 
(almost) immediate construction. 

272-265 Old Factory Bldg $18.00 

272-255 Painters Studio $11 50 

272-246 House under $ 3.00 

Construction 

272-160 Overhead Container $14.20 
Crane 


542-8001 #1 Color Tip $6.95 

542-8003 #3 Color Tip $6.95 

542-8005 #5 Color Tip $6.95 

542-8301 #1 Air Cap $1.85 

542-8303 #3 Air Cap $1.85 

542-8305 #5 Air Cap $1.85 

542-11806 6' braided Air Hose $4.20 
w/couplings 

542-11808 8' braided Air Hose $4.95 
w/couplings 

542-11810 10' braided Air Hose $5.35 
w/couplings 

CAMINO SCALE LUMBER has closed 
its mill and we have a real 'bargain 
basement' offer for modelers in 
all scales. A 'grab bag' of lumber 
worth over $20.00 for just $5.00 
(first come-first served as quantities 
are limited). 001-999 $5.00 


TOMAR is unloading a carload of 
their famous 'shoes'. Perhaps in 
just the past few years TOMAR has 
made more shoes than Tom McAnn, 
but the shoes they make are only 
for HO locos and cars. Without 
them, stalled equipment and flicker¬ 
ing lights. With them, smooth running 
freights and constantly illuminated 
'name' trains. 

081-814 Pickup Shoes (Cars) $1.95 
081-815 Pickup Shoes (Locos) $1.95 
Orders may be mailed to TERMINAL 
HOBBY SHOP with either personal 
check or Money Order. TERMINAL 
HOBBY SHOP also accepts M/C, VISA 
and AMEX Credit Card orders with 
a minimum of $20.00. You can phone 
in your Credit Card order (414-461- 
-1050) for even faster LCL shipment. 
COD requires a $5.00 deposit and 
a minimum of $20.00 per order. 

Shipping and Handling charges on 
all domestic orders is $1.00. Shipping 
charges are added to all non-U.S. orders. 
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SCRATCH BUILDING SUPPLIES 
Dry Transfer Lettering 
0 S O Catalog #3 — SI.50 

Clover House 

; Sebostopol, California 95472 
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RAILFAN & 
RAILROAD 
BACK ISSUES 

We have a limited number of back is¬ 
sues of RAILFAN, RAILROAD and 
RAILFAN & RAILROAD magazines. 
Order the copies that you need from 
this list or take advantage of one of our 
special offers. Single copies cost 
$1.50 each. Be sure to give alternate 
choices in case any issues become sold 
out. (Mark alternates with letter “A” in 
box.) 
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°.0. Box 700 Newton, 
Enclosed find $ .... P 


fj 07860 
e checked a 


Single issues c 
[ ] Special. Ten issues as checked for 
S 10.00. 

[ I Special. Send any 18 issues for $ 13.00. 

NAME... 

STREET. 

CITY. 

STATE.ZIP. 

Copies postpaid in USA. Please add 50' per 
10 copies to Canada; $1 per 18 copies to 
Canada. $1 per 10 copies foreign; $2 per 
^^8 copies foreign. _ 


cutting it with either a razor saw or a knife, I 
found that a Lambert Rail Nipper worked 
much better. In addition, it was far easier to 
get a straight cut. The Lambert tool has 
precision-ground jaws which enable very ac¬ 
curate positioning of the cutting edge on the 
material. This feature, combined with the 
offset built into the tool, makes it extremely 
easy to use, even in cutting material that is 
Vs" thick. In fact, I was able to cut the fish- 
belly off both sides of an Atheam gondola in 
less than ten minutes, including the final 
clean up— max robin. 

Load bands 

Graphic arts line tape makes a perfect rep¬ 
resentation of the metal or plastic load bands 
used to secure loads and tie them down to flat 
cars, gons or trailers. It is adhesive-backed 
and comes in gloss or matte finish and in 
several sizes. The "one point” width scales 
out to about 114" in HO. The tapes can also be 
used for masking thin stripes. It is made by 
such firms as Chartpak, Lettraset and Zip- 
tone and can be found in most art supply 
Stores—JAMES EAGER. 

Soldering small parts 

Soldering details to brass models or hang¬ 
ing overhead wire can be a ticklish job—the 
heat needed to solder one part can pop an¬ 
other loose. In addition to the correct size of 
iron, the right solder and flux and clean 
work, one can never have too many heat 
sinks on hand. This is especially important 
when hanging trolley wire. My favorite heat 
sinks are the spring-type clips used to hold 
papers together or to a clipboard. They serve 
the same purpose as alligator clips but do not 
have the serrated edges that can mar the 
work—FRED DABRITZ. 

improving the Keystone 
44-tonner drive 

The Keystone HO GE 44-tonner kit has 
flexible tubing in its drive train, and I have 
found that this has a tendency to cause binds. 
An hour’s work will eliminate the problem. 

The first step, after partial disassembly to 
get at the components, is to remove a portion 
of the motor shaft. A cutting disc in a Dremel 
Moto-Tool is the easiest thing to use. (Be sure 
to remember your safety goggles!) Cut the 
shaft so that about 14" remains. Now you 
must make some bushings to allow substi¬ 
tute Atheam parts to fit. This sounds dif¬ 
ficult, but isn’t. Take a piece of 3 h2" o.d. brass 
tubing and carefully drill it out with a 5 /e4" 
drill bit. Use a pin vise or good drill press to 
maintain control. This will provide a piece of 
thin-wall tubing—cut four pieces of this, 
each V*" long. I prefer to drill the tubing, then 
cut off the lengths one at a time, rather than 
try to drill the full length of the tube. These 
can be cut with a hobby knife by using a 
rolling action. 

Press these bushings onto the four shafts. 
They should fit snugly. If they do not, secure 
them with a drop of ACC. To complete the 
changes, obtain two of each of the following 
Atheam parts: No. 41034, worm couplings; 
41017, universal couplings; and 40051, Vs" 
worm couplings. Press the 41034 couplings 
onto the gear tower and the 40051s on the 
motor shaft. If they are loose, use ACC to 
hold them. If they do not fit because they are 
too small, ream them out with a reamer or 
small drill bit, but be careful. Insert the 
41017 universals between the other pieces 
and the unit is ready to roll. 


These changes will permit enough motion 
in the trucks to avoid operating difficulties. 
Follow the manufacturer’s instructions for 
break-in. This same system can be used 
whenever one must put 3 /32" fittings on a 
2mm shaft. Some Atlas modifications and 
Sagami motor conversions can use these 
Atheam parts, too— mark ulmer. 

Soldering washers 

The usual method of soldering a washer to 
the head of a screw is to tin both pieces and 
cover the screw threads with a solder-resist¬ 
ing material. Not having any on hand, I re¬ 
membered that zamac and aluminum do not 
solder well. I drilled a hole in a block of alu¬ 
minum, then tapped it. After putting the 
washer on the screw, I ran the pair into the 
tapped hole. The exposed parts were soldered 
together without getting any solder on the 
threads. I later made a block drilled and 
tapped for all of the common model machine 
screw sizes. 

Another use for aluminum grew out of 
this. When sweat-soldering parts together, I 
place a piece of aluminum foil between the 
work and the iron; this will stop solder and 
residue on the tip from being transferred to 
the surface of the work—RICHARD BRADLEY. 

Sprung trucks 

One of the advantages of using sprung 
trucks is watching them. The relative mo¬ 
tions of the car’s underframe, truck side- 
frames, bolsters and wheels are a sight to 
behold. It can truly duplicate the gyrations of 
the prototype. 

For a sprung truck to work correctly, it 
must be free enough to move easily over ir¬ 
regular track. The softer the springing, the 
closer the action will be to that on actual 
cars. Like a properly-sprung locomotive, a 
car’s weight should float on its springs. Un¬ 
like a steam loco, though, most model freight 
cars are not heavy enough to do this. On 
heavier cars (metal cars, cars with loads) 
that are equipped with Roller Bearing Mod¬ 
els’s Barber 70- or 100-ton trucks, the re¬ 
moval of the two inside springs will allow the 
car to approach this floating action. If you 
have two cars that are fitted with these 
trucks, you will end up with eight springs— 
these may be inserted into Central Valley or 
Walthers trucks. This will give you three 
sets of trucks which have the correct spring 
stiffness. 

I have not noticed any derailment prob¬ 
lems with the heavier cars so equipped— 
JIM MANSFIELD. 

Charcoal ashes 

The cold ashes from the charcoal grill can 
be used for ballast or cinders. Use a wetting 
agent (liquid detergent or a commercial 
product) mixed into a 3:1 dilution of water 
and white glue to bond it in place. You can 
also mix ashes into commercial ballast to 
change the color—DAVID BEAULIEU. 

Eyebolts for overhead 

Long-shank fishing hooks may be used to 
make eyebolts for hanging span wires and 
anchoring guys on wooden trolley line poles. 
Your local sport shop should have a selection 
of hooks with both small and large eyes. Cut 
off the hook and insert the shank in a pre¬ 
drilled hole. Brass-plated hooks are easy to 
solder, so a small plate can be attached to the 
end of the shank to hold it firmly on the 
pole—KENNETH ROWLEN. <3: 
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This is the crimper 
that whalemen carved 
to give to wives 
to close the crusts 
of pies that baked 
in open hearths 
of homes that stand 
today 

at Mystic Seaport. 

A century’s passed, but much is 
here to capture the excitement 
of seafaring days. It needs your 
membership to keep alive the 
ships, homes, workshops, and 
artifacts of this unique maritime 
museum. Join Mystic Seaport 
today. 

MYSTIC 

SEAPORT 

Mystic, Connecticut 

Where the ships are! 


For information about dues and member 
benefits, complete this coupon and mail to 
Flora C. Fairchild, Mystic Seaport, Mystic, 
CT 06355. 
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V arious systems for classifying the wheel 
arrangements of locomotives have been 
proposed over the years and have been used 
by the railway systems of the world. In 
North America and Great Britain, the Whyte 
System is commonly used; it has a series of 
numerals indicating the sets of wheels, from 
front to rear, of a locomotive. The system is 
named after one F. M. Whyte, who proposed 
the system at the end of the 19th century 
and witnessed its general adoption within the 
first few years of this century. The Whyte 
system was a central part of the cataloging 
of locomotives by the Big Three steam 
builders (Alco, Baldwin and Lima) and is the 
system of identification of steam locomotives 
used by both the rail hobby press and our 
friends on the prototype. 

As mentioned, the numerals in the Whyte 
identification indicate wheels, as opposed to 
axles as do some other systems. Thus, a 4-6-2 
type locomotive is one having a four-wheeled 
pilot truck, three pairs of coupled driving 
wheels and a two-wheeled trailing truck. We 
are familiar with this type of locomotive as a 
“Pacific,” or we might call it a “four-six- 

For consistency of identification, a nu¬ 
meral always occupies each place of the 
Whyte designation, even if that numeral 
needs to be a zero to indicate the absence of 
wheels, e.g., an 0-4-0 switcher. Bearing in 
mind that the drivers are counted in sets, ar¬ 
ticulated locomotives not only stand long on 
the rails but rate a long designation, such as 
2-8-8-2. 

In Europe and in various other nations, 
several different systems have been used. 
They are similar to the Whyte system in that 
they proceed logically from front to rear, but 
they consider sets of axles rather than 
wheels. For instance, in the French system, 
the Pacific type is a 2-3-1. In the Continental 
System, capital letters are used to designate 
the driving axles (A=l, B=2, C=3, etc.), and 
numerals are used to designate the axles of 
any non-powered trucks. Unlike the Whyte 
system, if there is no lead or trailing truck, no 
“0” is used. Thus, our Pacific is a 2-C-l in this 
system, and the 0-4-0 switcher is simply des¬ 
ignated “B.” 

You probably have noticed that the Conti¬ 
nental system is familiar to you as the sys¬ 
tem that we use in North America to identify 
the wheel arrangements of diesel and electric 
locomotives. The designations that we most 
often see are B-B and C-C. These are a pair of 
two-axle powered trucks and a pair of three- 
axle powered trucks, respectively. The GP7 
provides a convenient example of the applica¬ 
tion of this system, being termed a B-B wheel 
arrangement. That is, it has two two-axled 
powered trucks and no lead or tra i li n g un¬ 
powered axles. But, even our diesels carry a 
Whyte designation on their builder's plate. 
Thus our GP7 is identified as an 0-4-4-0, al¬ 
though we generally do not speak of it as 



Why Whyte? 


amplification/CHARLES BUCCOLA 
and JOHN CAMPBELL 


The systems discussed above are not to be 
confused with the “class” designations used 
by the individual railroads for their steam 
and diesel locomotives. Such designations 
are best studied in the context of the rail¬ 
roads particularly of interest to you. The 
mention of a “K-4" might bring visions of a 
handsome 4-6-2 to the mind of a PRR or L&N 
fan, but the C&O fan will recall a 2-8-4 and 
others may think of everything from small 
2-8-0’s to giant 4-8-4’s. 

Assuming that you are already familiar 
with systematic designations of locomotives 
or that the 1982 Raildata chart on the back 
of the calendar in January, 1982, RMC, has 
equipped you with this knowledge, let us pro¬ 
ceed a step farther to one of the systematic 
criteria for the logical use of locomotives. On 
the prototype, locomotives are power and 
among the decisions for their application is 
how much power is needed and what can be 
supplied within technological constraints. 
From the beginning, locomotive technology 
has confronted a limitation imposed by an¬ 
other technology—how much weight could 
safely be carried by the railroad's track and 
bridge structure. So let’s consider some sys¬ 
tems that were devised to measure the most 
limiting part of the roadway, the bridge. 

As locomotive and car lengths and weights 
increased in the late 1800's, it was necessary 
to find a standard system for quantifying 
loadings for both the design of new bridge 
structures and the rating of existing bridges. 
In 1894, Theodore Cooper, an American 
bridge engineer, devised the “Cooper E-40 
Loading." This system was based upon theo¬ 
retical double-headed 2-8-0’s with loads of 
40,000 pounds (40 kips) per driver axle pull¬ 
ing a train simulated by a uniform load of 
4,000 pounds (4 kips) per lineal foot. (See the 
1982 Raildata chart.) 

This standard loading could be used to cal- 
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culate the stress placed upon bridge struc¬ 
tural members by "moving” the load to dif¬ 
ferent positions until a maximum was found. 
Once maxinjum stresses were determined, 
the size and cross-sectional area of the bridge 
members required could be determined. 

In 1903, the Cooper System was revised to 
reflect 50,000 pound (50 kip) driver axle load¬ 
ings and a 5000 pound (5 kip) uniform train 
loading. A convenient feature of the Cooper 
system is that the different loadings are di¬ 
rectly proportional to the E-40 loading, as¬ 
suming that the original configuration and 
wheel spacings are maintained. Thus, an E- 
80 rating would equal E-40x2 = 80,000 
pounds per driver axle. 

Later in this century, other loading sys¬ 
tems were proposed in order to better simu¬ 
late rapidly changing locomotive designs and 
axle loadings. In 1922, Dr. B. Steinman pro¬ 
posed a system of “M” loadings based upon 
a theoretical 2-10-10-0 wheel arrangement 
(with no tender but a uniform train). Later, in 
1929, a joint committee of the American 
Railway Engineering Association and the 
American Society of Civil Engineers pro¬ 
posed a system of “A” loadings based upon 
theoretical double-headed 2-12-0’s. See the 
1982 chart for a comparison of these systems 
with the Cooper. The “M" and “A” ratings 
never gained as widespread acceptance as 
did the Cooper “E” ratings, which are still in 
use by the railroads. 

The modeler need not be concerned with 
the exacting calculations involved in bridge 
design. Armed with the knowledge that axle 
loadings generally control bridge capacity, 
the modeler has a handy general criterion to 
use for selecting bridges to suit the size and 
period of his or her operation. Or, the modeler 
may take the opposite tack, letting a bridge 
on the railroad limit the traffic over the line 
on which it is located. 

Let’s explore these possibilities briefly. 
First, we should recall that the vast majority 
of railroad bridges were built at some point in 
the steam era, and, therefore, modelers of. 
most periods share a common bond of 
bridges which logically would have been built 
from the late 1800’s up to the Depression. 
Next, let your powers of observation assist 
you by picking out the types, sizes and era of 
construction of the bridges which you gener¬ 
ally find on the prototype railroads of the 
class which you prefer to model. On a high 
speed line, where you now see U33C's and 
SD40’s where 4-8-4’s and 2-10-4’s once trod, 
you should find conspicuously substantial 
bridges. On the other hand, a middle-weight 
line which includes a pin-connected truss 
probably saw nothing beefier than a light Mi¬ 
kado (less than 55,000 lbs. per axle) in the 
steam era and lightly ballasted, early model 
Geeps during the diesel era. By referring to 
photos, sketches and your mental notes, you 
can develop a clear picture of the types and 
sizes of the bridges that should compliment 
your railroad. 


At this point, we should interject the fact 
that the Cooper ratings and other comments 
apply to wooden trestles as well as steel 
structures. You can have an E-80 wood pile 
trestle if the proper cross section and quan¬ 
tity of lumber are used. Bear in mind that 
one big advantage of steel over wood is re¬ 
duced maintenance, an increasingly impor¬ 
tant consideration to the railroads as labor 
costs have escalated. 

So let’s get back to the possibility of using 
bridges to enhance the prototypical quality 
and “feel” of your overall rail scene. If your 
desire is to operate a representation of a 
heavily-trafficked railroad using big motive 
power, you should follow through by using 
very substantial bridges. This will be great if 
you like the bridges to be a dominant element 
of the scene because these babies will be 
big —tall trusses, deep girders, heavy cross 
sections on the bridge members. On the other 
hand, if your favored scene of operation is a 
secondary line or a smaller railroad, then the 
finances and needs of the railroad would be 
reflected in a well-constructed and main¬ 
tained bridge, but not of the bulk that we see 
on the very heavy lines. And so on down the 
ladder of lesser weight lines to the bottom 
rung of heart-stopping stacks of sticks that 
passed for bridges on some logging railroads. 

Let’s suppose that your layout features 
both a heavy main line and a secondary line. 
Your selection of bridges for these lines can 
serve to emphasize the class of each of the 
lines. The inclusion of a small, lightly con¬ 
structed truss on the secondary line could 
not only limit the selection of motive power 
because of capacity of the bridge, but could 
also reflect the period during which the line 
was built and the state of finances at the 

Sure, lines were upgraded in many cases, 
but there still exist many lines that either did 
not warrant upgrading or for which the rail¬ 
road simply did not have the money to invest 
in improvements. So, in many prototypical 
situations, certain small locomotives were, or 
still are, kept in service because their wheel¬ 
base and axle loadings fit old, existing bridge 
structures, as well as the rail and roadbed. 
Wabash Moguls running over the line cross¬ 
ing the Illinois River bridge through the mid- 
50’s provide a good example in the late steam 
era. In diesel days, many SWl’s outlived the 
accountants’ depreciation tables because 
there was nothing to replace them on a light¬ 
weight branch line. 

The Raildata chart in the January, 1982, is¬ 
sue of RMC offers you a refresher course in 
the identification of locomotive and bridge 
types as well general ranges of weights for 
20th century locomotives, both steam and 
diesel. Armed with this information and 
these comments, you have some basic infor¬ 
mation which you can use for logically select¬ 
ing your motive power and right-of-way con¬ 
struction if prototypical style operation is of 
interest to you. ss 
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There are two ways to mount 
your twin-coil switch machine 
under your layout: the hard 
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J Flow Covered Hopper Kits. 
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CABOOSE INDUSTRIES 



Build your own steam powered backyard railroad 


casting & material kits. Complete line of old time and 
modern locomotives, materials, accessories, and 
rolling stock in VV , W, 1", and V/i' scales. Every¬ 
thing you need is in our 100 page catalog, #100. 

Price .$5.00 

LITTLE ENGINES, Inc. Established 193? 
_ Box 7, Lomita, CA 90717 _/ 



Description ! Heavy-duty, high quality j 
precision can-type motors combin-1 
ing high efficiency &. torque with ! 
their small size & silent, malnten- I 
ance free operation. 
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A Hafner surprise 

Keith Wills discovers a mystery 


T hose who collect toy trains, or just have 
an armchair interest in them, can find 
much information in many of the books that 
have become available on the market in the 
last few years. With the extensive coverage 
of Lionel by McComas-Tuohy, the Donald 
Fraley book on Lionel, the two Toy Train 
Treasury volumes, and others, we have a 
chance to see and become familiar with trains 
not necessarily available on the present mar¬ 
ket. They help us to expand our knowledge 
about the many models and their manufac¬ 
turers over the last eighty years or so. 

But curiosities abound. The odd items 
show up from time to time, and by their ap- 
perance, raise more questions. 

Recently, on return from vacation in New 
England, I stumbled across a model of which 
I had no previous knowledge. We stopped for 
gas at a small town off the beaten Interstate, 
and found a Town Fair going full swing in the 
heart of Canterbury, New Hampshire. The 
town square was alive with activity. The 
Commons moved with music and ethnic 
dancing on one side, food and handmade 
crafts on another, and, along the other, a 
string of antique dealers had set up shop on 
card tables spread out under the ancient oaks 
shading the green. Always alert as to what 
might be found, I headed towards the near¬ 
est table, and there, nestled amongst books 
on a small book stand, was a wind-up version 
of the Union Pacific M-10000, with two cars 
and a circle of track. Being fond of that par¬ 
ticular design in its various manufactured 
forms, I looked closely at it, saw the $35 
price tag, and put it back. 

Here I must express my ignorance and 
prejudices. I was not particularly interested 
in collecting wind-up trains, and have no idea 
as to their value. Secondly we were on our 
way home, and I was watching the budget. 
We would need more gas later on, and would 


have to stop and feed the hungry kids and 
ourselves. We needed to buy a few basics for 
the fridge to carry us over until we could 
shop, and we needed cash to start the week 
until I could get to the bank. Under different 
circumstances I would have bought the train. 
It was cutting just a bit too close for me. 

My wife saw and questioned my not get¬ 
ting the set, and seemed to think my conser¬ 
vative financing a bit silly. Unbeknownst to 
me, she went back and bought it as a delayed 
Father’s Day gift to make up for not finding 
what she wanted earlier in June. It Jhas since 
been appraised at a value higher than what 
was paid, and my wife insists she should 
make all further purchases for me. 

It was made by Hafner, some time in the 
thirties when manufacturers were hopping 
on the streamline bandwagon boom in toy 
trains. The motor car has a die cast nose 
painted red, and a stamped body with a sep¬ 
arate stamped end. The motor is set back a 
bit further than center to counterbalance the 
weight of the nose. The wind-up motor, still in 
excellent condition, has a little finger that 
dips just below track level to catch on a bent 
tab, folded up on every other track tie, to ring 
a bell in the rear of the motor car. The key is 
permanently attached. 

The two passenger cars are identical. Their 
bodies are stampings with separate stamped 
ends and have a stiffening strut under the 
middle of each car with made by hafner, 
Chicago, u.s.A. embossed on it. Here exists a 
curiosity. If one examines the interior sur¬ 
faces of the struts through the windows, one 
can read peace soda on one strut on a round 
yellow label, and under it, in smaller red let¬ 
tering, “No Color.’’ In the other car we see 
big-ben, OH-MY grape, and smaller, “Chicago 
& St. Louis.” Would Hafner have bought 
scrap metal to make the struts? This was the 
Depression. 

It was a big joke after the last war when it 
was said cheap Japanese metal toys could be 
cut open to read the soda can labels inside 
(from the directly processed scrap metal Ja¬ 
pan bought from the U.S.). Did Hafner steal 
a march on the Japanese? All lettering and 
detailing is printed in red. On all car sides is 
the Hafner logo, a bald takeoff of the Union 
Pacific logo. It is a circular band with “Haf¬ 
ner" on the top part, and “Railways” under¬ 
neath, and Overland Flyer on a band crossing 
the middle. 

The size of the set is small compared to the 
Lionel 0-72 version which measured about 
48". The Hafner, by contrast, is 22V<" long 
from nose to rear coupler. There is no model 
number on the loco or cars, so I presume it 
was sold as a set without additional units 
available for it. It has since been washed with 
a mild soap, removing almost fifty years of 
dirt, particularly the grimy ring around the 
key area, where the motor car would be held 
to wind it up. When I look at it, my preju¬ 
dices melt, and I wonder what hours of joy it 
gave to its owner before I was born. t=s 
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commentary/WILLIAM C. SCHAUMBURG 



H ow often have you either heard or said, 
“There’s no time for the hobby.” Or, 
“There's no time to do anything.” You get to 
thinking that a whirlwind has come down, 
swallowing up your every spare minute or 
blocking every path of escape. Then, you run 
into another modeler who, in the last few 
months, has knocked out a couple of dozen 
car kits, built or detailed a locomotive or two, 
finished the main line and has half his scen¬ 
ery done, seemingly starting from almost 
nothing. “How did he do it," you wonder. You 
also begin to ask yourself what you have 
been doing or why you haven't done much 
lately. Maybe it seems as if there really was 

First, we have to recognize that there are 
crowded times in each of our lives, when cer¬ 
tain things just take precedence over what 
would be normal “hobby” time. According to 
the statistics, about one in five people in 
North America move each year. The search 
for new quarters, the packing and unpacking, 
the painting and fixing and landscaping or 
whatever that goes with the place if it is a 
house, and the early months of residence in a 
new community, when you have to look for 
the hardware store, figure out the best place 
to get groceries, etc., do use up time. Obvi¬ 
ously, not much modeling gets done during 
that period. 

A lot of the things that we do for a living 
have their rush periods, too, and that can cut 
into the amount of time spent modeling or 
operating the layout. Ask an accountant how 
the spring tax season went and he will likely 
answer "busy.” When the economy is very 
strong and construction is at its peak, car¬ 
penters and architects will give the same an¬ 
swer. Things happen in spurts, even around 
these offices, and work can run over its nor¬ 
mal allotment of time. During such stretches 
one does what one has to, and railroading is 
often put aside for the duration. 

Much has been said or written over the last 
few years about the stages of life and how 
they affect us. When one is in school, ener¬ 
gies and time are directed towards certain 
ends; then, when that is over, other things 
take precedence. Should one choose to marry, 
one finds paths with well-marked wayposts 
that require attention. And time, too. 

Sure, there are demands on our time, but 
how does that “other guy” manage to get so 
much done? His life doesn't seem to be much 
RAILROAD MODEL CRAFTSMAN 



ALLABOARD 

for a fast paced journey into railroad history: I 
“The Search For Safety"—a history of railroad signals 
and the people who made them. 

This hard bound, 208 page book focuses o 
emerging railroad industry’s dramatic struggle to 
move goods and people efficiently and safely. 

The book begins in the 19th century, an era 
bustling with remarkable personalities, ideas and 
inventions. 

Within its pages, a technological revolution is 
examined, and new light is shed on innovations that 
ultimately led to drastic change for the railroads and 
society at large. 

“The Search For Safety” stays on track, never vet___ 

of the story—the human ironies, intrigues, amusements, conflicts and tragedies 
that lie just beneath the surface of success or failure. 

This is one railroad history book that not only chronicles the past, but in its 
liveliness, urges you to come along for the ride. 

Copies may be purchased by writing Robert E. Lee, Manager, Public 
Relations & Advertising, Union Switch & Signal Division, American Standard, Inc., 
Swissvale, PA 15218. Enclose a check or money order payable to Union Switch & 
Signal Division in the amount of $20 for each book ordered. Postage and handling 
are included. Allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery. 


,/ 
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for Safety 
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Trains and Old Toys 


* ALL GAUGES FOR SALE 

* OPERATING LAYOUTS 

* LAYOUT CONTESTS 

* KITBASHING CONTESTS 

* RAILROADIANA 

* MOVIES * TOYS 

* DOLL HOUSE MINIATURES 


GREENBERG’S GREAT 
TRAIN, DOLL HOUSE 
& TOY SHOWS 

PHILADELPHIA CIVIC CENTER: World's largest 
show. Interstate 76. Schuylkill Exp. to University 
Avenue Exit. Then follow signs. 2/13-14 

8/7-8 12/11-12 

BOSTON: Northeast Trade Center, Rte. 128, Exit 
39, Woburn. 2/27-28 12/18-19 

BALTIMORE CONVENTION CENTER: Pratt & 
Sharp, near Harbor Place. Plentiful parking facing 
Sharp Street entrance. 3/13-14 

6/19-20 9/4-5 1 2/4-5 

GREATER PITTSBURGH EXPO CENTER: Mon¬ 
roeville Mall, Exit 6 PA Turnpike, then 2 miles 
west on U.S. Business 22. 7/24-25 11/20-21* 

WASHINGTON D.C. ARMORY: Balt./Wash. 
Pkwy. south, exit 295, Kennilworth Avenue exit 
for “Downtown Washington." 10/30-31 * 

LONG ISL/ ND: Colonie Hill, Hauppauge, L.l. 
Exp. Exit 57, then follow signs. 11/27-28 

* Tentative 

ADMISSION: $3.00 per day. Children under 12 
free with adult. HOURS: 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
TABLES: $30.00, sold for both days only. 
INFORMATION: Lois Barger, 301-995-1517. 
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— VISIT THE 


HOBBY WAREHOUSE 

Model Railroad Headquarters 
Military Models - Boats 
Radio Control Specialist 
Complete Craft Dept. 

531-1413 

4128 East South St. 
Lakewood, California 90712 


different than anyone else’s. Yet, his layout 
and modeling is moving along quickly. What 
is different? How can we gain time for the 
hobby, yet keep everything else going right? 

One way is to make a commitment to your¬ 
self to actually take time to do the hobby. Set 
time aside for yourself. 

There are several ways to approach this. 
Some find it possible to block in a regular 
evening to build, operate or whatever. The 
hours are simply scheduled on a regular 
basis. When you think about it, this is what 
is done when one is a member of a formal club 
or an informal workgroup. Every other Fri¬ 
day, Monday evening at 7:00, or another 
fixed slot, is reserved as personal time. The 
social get togethers and common interests of 
club members are powers that overcome the 
whirlwinds of life for many modelers. Time is 
set aside automatically. Even without a club 
situation, it is possible for one to take the 
same attack when building a home layout. 
Declare one evening “railroad night.” 

More flexibility than this may be needed- 
why not set aside an hour or so before or af¬ 
ter dinner. It is surprising how much can be 
accomplished during short, but regular, ses¬ 
sions. The kind of projects being worked on 
may be suited to continuous, though off-and- 
on work. If you are in HO, and generally use 
standard plastic kits, you can fill out a 
freight or passenger roster in a hurry by sit¬ 
ting down and doing one or two cars per 
night. How long does it really take to install 
a few feet of track or a couple of turnouts, 
even if you are laying them by hand? Model¬ 
ing projects of this type can be done effi¬ 
ciently in this fashion. The same can be said 
for adding details to upgrade production-line 
cars or weathering rolling stock and struc¬ 


tures. The paint or glue has to dry anyway, so 
short spurts are fine. 

We have all run into people who seem to 
thrive on “can'ts.” Can’t take the vacation 
time they have coming—much too busy. 
Can’t build a layout or do any modeling— 
never any time. Can’t see how other people 
get so much done or get such fun out of the 
hobby, either. “Can't." Wait a minute. Maybe 
it is time to control things instead of being 
controlled by them. It is not selfish to be 
happy. Model railroading is a fulfilling hobby 
and it does make one’s life richer. Set realistic 
goals, keep things balanced and make time 
for yourself; you will be surprised at how of¬ 
ten the whirlwinds can be controlled and at 
how much you can actually accomplish. Set¬ 
ting aside hobby time might just be an orga¬ 
nizing force for the other things in life too. 

UP film 

The Union Pacific has a pair of new films 
that are available to the public for use. The 
first, Eighty Four Forty Four, focuses on the 
big Northern that has had a longer career as 
a fantripper than as an in-service locomotive 
during the steam era, and the second is a 
safety film entitled Train Talk; it uses the 
viewpoint of two schoolboys visiting a friend 
who lives near the tracks. To schedule either 
of these films, contact The Union Pacific 
Railroad, 1461 Dodge St., Omaha, NE 68179, 
Attn: Office of Edward J. Trandahl, Man¬ 
ager Media Relations, Public Relations and 
Advertising Dept. 

Repaint an Ann Arbor RSI 

The Ann Arbor Railroad has given its ten¬ 
tative approval for repainting an RSI into 
the old Wabash-style scheme of blue, white 
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and gray, with the old herald—if a railfan 
group will provide the funds. Headed by 
John Benson, the Ann Arbor RSI Fund, PO. 
Box 18682, Cleveland Heights, OH 44118, 
has been set up to collect funds; attorneys su¬ 
pervised the group's arrangements, and it is 
estimated that $1500 will be required. Pro¬ 
grams of this nature have already brought us 
a green and a red GG1 (4935 and 4877), and 
have been very successful—might be nice to 
see the old Ann Arbor colors again. 

Addresses needed 

We need the current mailing addresses of 


the following people: Paul Meier, Robert 
Baker and David Chamberlin. Would they 
please drop us a postcard? 

Enduring interest 

There was a time when there seemed to be 
tracks,and trains moving on them.no matter 
where you went. This, I think, helped create 
an interest in trains generally and in the 
hobby for many of us. How about those that 
are “next up?” Will they only know the rail¬ 
road as a stretch of pulled-up rails where they 
ride bikes, the place where trains used to run? 
Will they ever ramble down to any nearby 



TOWERS, TANKS and WOOD CHIPS . . . . 


Modeled after a Pennsy Pro¬ 
totype, this basic design has 
been used by many different 
railroads throughout the 
country. 

Wood and metal construc¬ 
tion 

O Scale Kit #606 .... $29.95 
HO Scale Kit #105 .. $15.95 



WEAVER DIVISION 

The design on our new Tank 
Car has been finalized, and 
tooling has been started! 
Details, price and availabil¬ 
ity to be announced. 

(the above photo is of a 
scratch built model, very 
similar to the plastic model.) 


SCALECOAT: 

Metal Stripper, strip those 
pre-painted metal cars fast. 
Qt. containers only. 

#59 METAL STRIPPER 
.$9.95 


Quality Craft Models, Inc. 

177 Wheatley Ave. 
Northumberland, Pa. 17857-1699 

Check with your Dealer 
before ordering direct. 



WEAVER DIVISION 

Very simple assembly, Pre 
Painted and lettered, even 
includes a bag of wood chips 
for that added detail. Pro¬ 
duction runs limited to 200 
each roadname. 

#1100 Undecorated 
#1101 Western Maryland 
#1102 L & N 
#1103 Baltimore & Ohio 
#1104 Southern #1105 G.M.&O. 

#1106 S.C.L. 

Coming! Fancy Colors (Or¬ 
ange, Blue, White, 

& Green) and 
Fancy Lettering for 
private owned 
cars. 

ALL WOOD CHIP CARS 
.$17.95 ea. 
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Pass e 

Sample passes must accompany rec, 
for listings-Ed. 

Great Plains Railroad: Steve Masih, 
9th Ave. S.E., St. Cloud. MN 56301. 
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